Rao wins confidence vote 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao Wednesday 
survived a no-confidence motion in parliament that accused him of 
corruption and incompetence. It was the third no-confidence motion Mr. 
Rao’s minority government has defeated since it came to power in June 
1991 . The victory means Mr. Rao. 72, can continue opening Tndia's closed 
economy and battling the Hindu extremists who have sparked Hindu- 
Muslim violence that has killed 3.000 people since 1990. “This is the time 
to keep our heads cool and concentrate on development." Mr. Rao told 
legislators in a speech just before the voting took place in Lok Sabha, the 
iowef house of parliament. The vote was 265-251. Eight members 
abstained. Mr. Rao says he will propose a constitutional amendment that 
would allow parliament to ban parties or groups that promote religious 
hatred. Winning candidates who used religious symbols or topics in their 
campaigns would not be allowed to take seats in federal or state 
legislatures. The legislation is dearly aimed at the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
parliament’s largest opposition group and Mr. Rao's archenemy. 
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SARAJEVO (R) — Serb besiegers were ac cus e d by Sarajevo radio on 
Wednesday of using chemical agents in one of the most intensive attacks 
of the war. “Never before has so much sted, lead, chemical agents and all 
lands of forbidden lethal agents fallen on such a small space," the radio 
said. A U.N. spokesman said that during Tuesday’s fighting shells had 
been fired that appeared to contain riot-control gas but there was no 
evidence any side was using poison gas. 'Hie deputy chief of the U.N. 
Protection Force, Cedric Thom berry, told a news conference in Belgrade 
that some of the shells fired at Zuc hill outside Sarajevo on Tuesday had 
given off “large white douds." He added: We certainly observed a new 
kind of impact yesterday but need ourselves to investigate what was 
different about the shells and their contents and see who fired them. In 
Geneva, Bosnia's Muslim President Aiija lzeibegovic met . bis Serb and 
Croat adversaries as part of “last chance" negotiations on the post-war 
division of the republic. fSee page 8) 
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i strikes displace 500,000 


At least 80 killed; Rabin vows 
to empty all S. Lebanon villages 
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Combined agency dispatches 

. HALF MILLION civilians fled 
^a-vards Beirut's teeming slums as 
Israel’s jets, warships and guns 
blasted southern Lebanon for a 
fourth day Wednesday, creating 
ghost towns and smashed vil- 
lages. 

Known Lebanese casualties 
climbed to 84 dead and 382 
wounded, police said. 

Israeli leaders said Lebanese 
could live in peace along the 
border only when the Lebanese 
government and its Syrian back- 
ers stopped resistance fighters 
from attacking Israeli troop* «n 
their self-declared southern 
Lebanon "security zone.” 

The Lebanese government 
warned that the massive exodus 
of. -southerners since Sunday 
cUJd cause large-scale health, 
hygiene and housing problems. 

The government was trying to 
organise temporary shelters in 
schools, a spokesman said. 

Many of the terrified Lebanese 
and Palestinians who fled the 
inferno in South Lebanon with 
few belongings turned to the 
Iranian-funded Hizbollah for 
shelter and food. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin vowed to continue "mer- 
cilessly” the air and artillery bom- 
bardment of Hizbollah and 
Palestinian targets until Katyusha 


rocketing of northern Israel 
ceases. 

"We are determined to strike 
the Hizbollah mercilessly, where- 
ver they are. and that is why we 
are pushing the Lebanese popula- 
tion northwards. Lebanese civi- 
lians will only be able to return to 
their homes when the firing 
against Israeli communities 
stops,” he told parliament. 

Mr. Rabin ruled out comprom- 
ise and said the options were 
open. 

The army spokesman said 
Israeli artillery, relentlessly 
pounding targets to the north, 
had fired 13,000 shells since Israel 
launched the offensive Sunday. 
Air strikes resumed at dawn. 

Mr. Rabin spoke after Israeli 
army radio said a cabinet meeting 
heard "reports of great satisfac- 
tion" by the army on the flight 
from Lebanese villages. 

Army radio announced a pause 
in shelling in parts of South Leba- 
non to allow more civilians to 
flee. Similar warnings were given 
by a radio station inside the 
"security zone.” 

The army said 70 Lebanese 
villages were under attack, with 
20 added as targets Tuesday when 
Mr. Rabin formally declared his 
goal of causing a mass exodus 
from the south. 

Israeli helicopters and war- 
planes staged 47 raids before 


nightfall while artillery gunneis 
unleashed about 3,500 shells, 
security officials said. 

They pounded targets around 
the southern ports of Tyre and 
Sidon, killing seven people in an 
attack on two basement shelters 
and wounding dozens of others. 

“This time they (Israelis) are 
systematically aiming at houses to 
destroy them. Rabin is a mons- 
ter,” said Ali Mohammad, a 
father of five who fled the south- 
ern village of Shaqra. 

Retaliatory rocketing by Hiz- 
bollah with more than 160 
Katyushas since Sunday has left 
three Israelis dead and injured 
32. At least three salvoes were 
fired Wednesday but caused no 
casualties. 

Israeli officials said 70 per cent 
of the 23,000 people in the main 
border settlement of Kiryat 
Shmona, a favourite rocket 
target, had moved deeper into 
Israel out of Katyusha range. 

Three Israelis, including a sol- 
dier killed inside Lebanon, died 
in the first three days of the 
fighting but there were no serious 
civilian injuries since Sunday. 

The Israeli army estimated 
Lebanese deaths at 100 to 110, of 
whom 60 were civilians. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Anxiety and uncertainty amid ex- 
odus, page 2 




King voices deep concern 
over consequence of Israel 
actions on peace process 

HM outlines confederation concept 
based on complete Palestinian rights 
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Families crammed in a pick-up truck Wednesday leave their village 
of Barouryeh to escape die Israeli air raids in South Lebanon (AFP 
photo) 


LONDON (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has ex- 
, pressed deep concern that the 
Israeli bombardment of Lebanon 
could have serious adverse con- 
sequences on the Middle East 
peace process. 

King Hussein told the London- 
based newspaper A1 Hayat: “The 
continuation of the violence can 
only have a negative effect. I 
hope greatly that these events can 
be contained quickly and will 
stop.” 

Emphasising that there was no 
alternative to 21-month-old peace 
process. King Hussein said that 
the collapse of the peace negotia- 
tions would pose extreme danger 
for Jordan. 

“I hope for a quick end to the 
fighting so it doesn't negatively 
affect the peace process,” the 
King said. 

Asked whether the collapse of 
the peace process or the disin- 
tegration of Iraq would pose the 
greater threat to Jordan, King 
Hussein said: 

“The collapse of the peace 
process would be extremely 
dangerous. The question we al- 
ways ask ourselves and others is. 


what is the alternative? There is 
no alternative. 

“Peace in this sense does not 
mean surrender, but peace based 
on reason and logic and the rights 
of the Palestinians on Palestinian 
national soil and give all reassur- 
ance in this sensitive part of the 
world.” 

He added: “The collapse of the 
situation in Iraq, meaning that it 
would break up. would also be 
extremely dangerous because it 
would mean — God forbid — 
that we would continue on the 
path to disintegration.” 

King Hussein renewed his 
appeals for fundamental political 
reform in Iraq. 

The King said Jordan was 
working with the Palestinians to- 
wards the restoration of the 
Palestinian people's rights m their 
homeland. 

Jordan and the Palestinians are 
also intensifying their search for 
means that could help fulfill the 
Arab aspirations, said the King in 
the interview, conducted by A1 
Hayat editor Khairallah Khairai- 
lah following a meeting with Bri- 
tain’s Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd. 


Referring to the proposal for a 
Jordan! a n-Palestinian confedera- 
tion, the King said that the idea 
was put forth by the two sides 
with foe aim of agreeing on a 
future relationship. 

What should be put to the 
Jordanian and Palestinian people 
is the following: Two parlia- 
ments, two governments, a cen- 
tral council and a central govern- 
ment, two flags and perhaps a 
nucleus of a federation of Arab 
stares or a federation of united 
Arab states,” he said. 

In a statement released after 
foe King's meeting with Mr. 
Hurd, the Royal Palace in Am- 
man said: 

"During the meeting. His 
Majesty and Mr. Hurd exchange 
views on a wide range of issues 
that are of interest to both the 
United Kingdom and the Hashe- 
mite Kingdom of Jordan, includ- 
ing foe latest developments in the 
region and bilateral relations. 

“The meeting was attended by 
the deputy under-secretary ' of 
state at foe Foreign Office and 
foe Jordanian ambassador in 

(Contained on page 10) 


Arab League calls urgent meeting U.S- criticises Israeli 


Combined agency dispatches 

CAIRO — The Arab League 
Wednesday scheduled an 
emergency meeting Friday in 
Damascus on Israel's heaviest 
assault on Southern Lebanon 
$'uce its invasion in 1982. 

/4 tv/^re than 80 people are 
kn<kii to have been killed and 
more than 400 wounded in four 
days of air, artillery and naval 
attacks. 

The emergency ministerial 
meeting of foe 21 -member Arab 
League was scheduled at the re- 
quest of both Lebanon and 
Egypt, league spokesman Talaat 
: Hamed said. 

On Sunday, the Arab League 
condemned the Israeli action and 
urged immediate implementation 
of U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425, which calls for Israel to 
withdraw from south Lebanon. 

Libya condemned the Israeli 
attacks against Lebanon and cal- 
led on the United Nations to 
implement its Security CouncH 
q\ qlutions on Israel "to prevent 
violating continuously the 
sanctity of the Lebanese terri- 
tory 

Two other Maghreb countries. 
Morocco and Algeria, denounced 
the Israeli attacks and urged the 
Security Council to take action to 


halt,, them immediately.: 

Algeria it urged the Security 
Council to “take steps to halt this 
dangerous situation immediate- 
ly.” 

France Wednesday called on 
Israel to halt its attacks in Leba- 
non and said the U.N. Security 
Council was expected to take a 
public stance on the violence later 
in the day. 

"It (France) warns Israeli au- 
thorities against the consequ- 
ences of this situation both on the 
stability of Lebanon and on the 
peace process which risks being 
compromised," foreign ministry 
spokesman Richard Duque told 
reporters. 

“At a moment when the toll of 
innocent victims is increasing 
seriously, and when the massive 
exodus of civilians is of a nature 
to trouble the reconstruction 
effort of the Lebanese govern- 
ment. France expresses its 
strongest worry in the face of 
continuing Israeli raids in Leba- 
non and demands that they stop.” 

But Mr. Duque added that 
France “again underlined the re- 
sponsibility of armed militias in 
the escalation of violence." 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said the Israeli 
attacks on Lebanon could torpe- 
do the Middle East peace pro- 


cess. 

In an interview published in foe 
French daily newspaper Libera- 
tion, Mr. Sharaa was asked 
whether Syria planned to turn its 
back on the peace process. 

He replied: "This will depend 
both on how the situation 
evolves, on public opinion in 
Syria and Lebanon and on foe 
response of the United States as 
co-sponsor.” 

He added: “We are not ready 
to puruse these negotiations 
under foe threat of Israeli can- 
nons.” 

"This recent aggression against 
Lebanon can, we believe, torpe- 
do the whole process. It is becom- 
ing clear to the international com- 
munity that Israel does not want 
peace, whoever is in power,” Mr. 
Sharaa said. 

The European Community 
(EC) called for an end to Israel’s 
military operations in Lebanon 
and to attacks against Israel from 
Lebanese territory. 

In a statement issued in Brus- 
sels, foe 12 EC countries called 
for “an immediate stop to all such 
actions directed against the 
sovereignty of Lebanon, its ter- 
ritorial integrity and its independ- 
ence, and which threaten foe 
peace process." 

The statement went on: “The 


ail too long years of violence and 
conflict have shown that the use 
of force and recourse to violence 
have brought neither a solution 
nor foe prospect of peace for any 
of the parties involved." 

The Twelve called on all par- 
ties to show restraint “and to 
pursue intensively the peace pro- 
cess negotiations, which nave 
reached a crucial phase.” 

The U.S.-based human rights 
group Middle East Watch conde- 
mned both sides in foe conflict in 
Lebanon for deliberately target- 
ing civilians. 

Israel and guerrillas were 
“violating long-established rules 
of war,” the group charged in a 
statement calling for an immedi- 
ate halt to attacks on civilians. 

Pakistan said its government 
and people are “deeply” 
anguished by foe Israeli bom- 
bardments in southern Lebanon, 
a foreign ministry spokesman 
said. 

“These attacks are a flagrant 
violation of international law, the 
United Nations darter and foe 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity of Lebanon,” the spokes- 
man said in a statement 

In Damascus, visiting Russian 
diplomat Viktor Posuvalyuk met 

(Continued on page 10) 


attacks, urges restraint 


Regent urges women 
to assume active role 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States Wednesday 
criticised Israel directly for the 
first time for its recent attacks on 
South Lebanon and said Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher 
was in contact with key parties 
urging a ceasefire. 

President Bill Clinton urged all 
parties in the Middle East, in- 
cluding Israel, to halt the fighting 
that has swept the area since 
Sunday. 

‘T think Hizbollah should stop 
its attacks, Israel should stop foe 
bombardments,” he said at a 
news conference. 

He also said that: “Syria should 
go from showing restraint to 
being an active participant to try 
to stop the fighting ana we ought 
to do whatever we can to stop the 
fighting.” 

Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern Affairs Edward 
Djerejian told Congress that 
Syria could have some “influ- 
ence” with Hizbollah, adding that 
U.S. officials were engaged in 
very frank discussions with Syrian 
authorities. 

State Department spokesman 
Mike McCuny also expressed 
concern that the fighting between 
Israel and resistance fighters in 


South Lebanon held a "potential 
for further escalation.” 

“We’re extremely concerned 
about the fighting and the poten- 
tial for further escalation. We 
believe foe violence should end 
now. The secretary has been 
communicating that message 
directly to leaders in the region 
in eluding Israel, Syria and Leba- 
non,” Mr. McCurry told repor- 
ters. 

“We call on foe parties to take 
ail necessary steps to end this 
violence. This includes an end to 
Israeli air and artillery bombard- 
ments and an end to Hizbollah 
and other — group attacks,” he 
said. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Christopher “certainly intends to 
stick with his schedule” of visiting 
foe region next week in an effort 
to revive stalled Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

Mr. Christopher, whom Presi- 
dent Clinton abruptly recalled 
from a trip in Asia, was meeting 
with Defence Secretary Les 
Asp in. National Security Advisor 
Anthony Lake and othejr top 
officials Wednesday, according to 
foe State Department. 

Violence complicates peace 
efforts, page 2 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal. 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Wednesday called on 
Jordanian women to play their 
political role in a decisive and 
strong manner, saying women in 
the Kingdom have gained a great 
deal of education and freedom. 

At a meeting held at University 
of Jordan on foe occasion of the 
launching of the 1993 U.N. Hnr 
man Development report. Prince 
Hassan said women occupy an 
important place in the political 
process and stressed that they 
should fully carry out their 
national duty since they have 
gained all their rights in foe socie- 
ty. 

The Crown Prince expressed 
hope that structure of the U.N. 
organisations would be. revised 
and foe U.N. Economic Council's 
role would be activated. 

He also voiced hope that the 
Arab countries would make their 
voice heard at the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) and stressed foe import- 
ance of developing human re- 
sources. 

“Human beings are not a 
means to development, but the 


Political parties agree on need to change Election Law but little else 


By Ayman Al Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The agreement 
reached Tuesday by 15 political 
parties on the need for "more 
democratic and modem,” Elec- 
tion Law reflected a consensus 
on demanding fundamental 
amendments to the legislation 
^ut did little to solve the con- 
troversy over when and how the 
changes should be introduced. 

Just as Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al Majali gave the 
strongest indication that his 
government is moving towards 
changing the legislation, the 
country’s major political parties 
sent him a message saying that 
they agree the law should be 
reconsidered. 

But agreeing on the need for 
change is the only positive re- 
sponse Dr. Majali received 
from opponents of amend- 
ments, including signatories to 
the letter. 

In the letter, sent to Dr. 
Majali Tuesday, the political 
parties said the law "requires 
reconsideration" through a 
national dialogue but stressed 
i *lv»t no changes should be intro- 
\JWed without the approval of 


Parliament. 

The changes proposed in the 
letter include lowering the vot- 
ing age from 19 to IS, increas- 
ing the number of seats at the 
Lower House, cancelling the 
quota system for minorities and 
"redrawing the voting consti- 
tuencies to ensure equality 
among all citizens.” 

The parries also asked for 
facilitating the voting process, 
allowing more time for election 
campaign, holding the ballots 
under the supervision of judi- 
cial committees and cancelling 
Item E of Article 18 of the law, 
which bans members of illegal 
political parties from contesting 
the ballots. 

By pointing to the need for 
these changes in the law and 
insisting on a thorough national 
dialogue before introducing 
them, opponents of change 
appear to be playing for time. 
TTiey aim to prove that there is 
little rime left for discussing the 
changes if foe elections are to 
be held within their constitu- 
tional time. 

And by saying that no 
amendments should be adopted 
without the agreement of the 
House, they are calling for 
holding the coming ballots 


under the current law, leaving it 
to the next Parliament to de- 
bate the changes. 

“Opponents of the change 
who signed the letter are bet- 
ting that time is running out,” 
Mohammad Shraideh, spokes- 
man for the centrist Al Ahd 
Party, told the Jordan Times 
Wednesday. 

Parties opposed to the 
change indirectly agree. 

“There is only time to mess 
with the law. You cannot thor- 
oughly assess the changes or 
have a comprehensive dialogue 
before the elections are held,” 
said Muslim Brotherhood de- 
puty and leading member of the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
Hammam Sa’id. 

Even though both Al Ahd 
and the IAF signed the letter, 
which was drafted after a meet- 
ing organised by the Arab 
Organisation for Human 
Rights/ Jordan Chapter last 
week, the two parties differ on 
the mechanism for foe change 
and who is constitutionally enti- 
tled to change the law. 

Al Ahd believes that there is 
enough time for affecting foe 
agreed-upon changes before 
November, when foe ballots 
are expected to be held, and 


lmul ti ic government has the 
constitutional right to un- 
ilaterally amend the law while 
the IAF says any change out- 
side Parliament is unconstitu- 
tional. 

. What the two sides agree on 
however is that Dr. Majali's 
statement to Salt notables 
Tuesday that the Election Law 
“has many gaps in it” is a clear 
sign that foe change is immi- 
nent. 

In addition to referring to 
loopholes in the law. Dr. Majali 
said the national dialogue 
which His Majesty King Hus- 
sein has called for has been 
going on in the media. 

In an interview with the 
London-based Arabic daily Al 
Hayat, published Wednesday, 
King Hussein said the issue of 
amending the law would be 
presented to the people “and 
foe suitable decision which will 
serve democracy will” be 
taken. 

before I left Jordan (for 
London on July 9) I left people 
the opportunity to discuss the 
issue among themselves, and 
when I return (to Jordan) I will 
handle the subject as necessary 
and a date for the elections 
would be decided and 


announced.” the King said. 

Dr. Sa’id said the dialogue 
taking place in the press is not 
the right forum for debating the 
law. 

"I am not aware of any for- 
mal dialogue on the subject, 
unless one is taking place be- 
hind dosed doors,” he said. 

King Hussein has said that 
the dialogue for amending foe 
law would be similar to the one 
held when the National Charter 
was adopted in 1990. 

“The government is just con- 
tinuing its policy of confusing 
the people and issuing vague 
statements," said Dr. Sa’id, 
urging the government to 
announce a “final and defined 
position on (the law) and as 
soon as possible as deman- 
ded by the letter. 

Dr. Majali said that no one 
should object to the change in 
the law if it aims at ensuring 
democratic gains, but the IAF 
believes that “undermining foe 
authority of the House will only 
hurt democracy." 

“We insist that no changes 
are introduced without the 
approval of the House. Any 
other mechanism will be a flag- 
rant infringement on the legisl- 
ature even if it produces what 


we require,” said Dr. Sa’id. 

Any changes in the law, 
however, are expected-te in- 
clude amendments that the IAF 
opposes, mainly introducing 
foe one-person-one-vote for- 
mula which many observers be- 
lieve would weaken large and 
well-organised political groups. 

Under the current law, voters 
have many votes as the number 
of seats allocated for their con- 
stituencies and that allowed 
large groups, especially the 
Brotherhood, which was the 
only party that contested the 
1989 elections under party lists, 
to strike alliance with indepen- 
dent and tribal candidates. 

Other signatories to the letter 
sent to Dr. Majali included: 

Hie Jordanian Socialist Arab 
Ba’ath Party, the Popular Unity 
Party, the Arab Democratic 
Party, the Jordanian Democra- 
tic Popular Unity Party, the 
Democratic Arab Islamist 
Movement Party, the Freedom 
Party, the Jordanian People 
Democratic Party, A! Mustak- 
bal Party, the Jordanian 
National Alliance Party, the 
Jordanian Democratic Progres- 
sive Party, foe Justice and Prog- 
ress Party and the Democratic 
Arab Unionist Party. 


ated calls for establishing an in- 
ternational fund of Zakat (alms 
for the poor) and dwelt on foe. 
comprehensive security concept 
“which requires from all of us to 
reduce disparities between the 
-rich and the poor. 

“He said the Islamic-Oiristian 
dialogue focuses cm foe principle 
of tolerance, paying special atten- 
tion to the suffering of foe Iraqi 
children and the situation in 
Somalia. 

He pointed out that 80 per cent 
of the world's refugees are Mus- 
lims aud still “we are every day 
faced with accusations against 
Muslims of fundamentalism and 
extremism." 

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma delivered an address at 
the meeting, highlighting the 
focus by UNDP's report on 
democracy and public participa- 
tion in the decision-making pro- 
cess. 


Princess Basma said the con- 
secutive development plans had 
concentrated on the human 
dimension in the comprehensive 
development process and gave 
prominence to the need to acti- 
vate public participation through 
supporting non-governmental 
organisations, improving the 
level of their performance and 
expanding their role. 

She said changes witnessed in 
the Middle East region and their 
repercussions oh Jordan pre- 
vented achieving the targetted 
growth rates, thus raising unem- 
ployment and hindering progress 
m women's issues in social, 
health, educational and other 
fields. 

The Princess voiced her joy 
over being selected as a U.N. 
honorary ambassador for human 
resources affairs and voiced Iwpe 
she would be able to perform her 
duties in the best manner. 

The choice of Princess Basma 
as honorary U.N. ambassador 
was announced Wednesday by 
Assistant Secretary General of 
foe U.N. Development Fund Ali 
Atiqa who was present at the 
meeting. 

Dr. Atiqa said foe idea of 
publishing a report on human 
resources development crystal- 
ised in Amman at a round table 
meeting- in 1988, noting that 
-^-Prince Hassan played a key role 
in bringing the idea into reality. 

Saying mat the 199? report was 
the fourth by the programme on 
the issue, he gave foe audience an 
outline on foe contents of the 
report (see page 5) 

Senator Laila Sharaf, who rep- 
resented foe Arab Youth Forum 
at the meeting, emphasised the 
importance of the report saying it 
concentrates on a basic element 
of the development process which 
was missing until recently in the 
developing countries. 

This year’s report, Mrs. Sharaf 
said, focuses on the full and 
active participation of the peoples 
of developing countries in the 
economic and social development 
process. 

She said it was a source of pride 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Middle East News 


Lebanon violence complicates peace efforts 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Ginton's decision to sum- 
mon his secretary of state 
home from Asia for consulta- 
tions underscores how Middle 
East violence is again compli- 
cating U.S. efforts to advance 
Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

The 20-month-old negotia- 
tions are stalled and there are 
fears the whole process could 
unravel, although experts dis- 
count prospects of a wider war 
as Syria has hinted. 

Total collapse of the talks 
would exacerbate regional in- 
stability and would tarnish ira- 
measureably Mr. Clinton’s 
foreign policy record. 

Secretary of State Warren 


he summoned the secretary 
home “because I want to talk 
with him about the Middle 
East before he goes there." 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Edward Djerejian told Con- 


Israel but to stay focused on. 
the peace process." a senior 
U.S. official told Reuters. 

“The first thing on the agen- 
da is and remains the peace 


gress the gesture “reflects the 
gravity with which the adminis- 


process and moving the parties 
forward in their dialogue." 


tration views the outbreak of 
hostilities." 


Mr. Christopher by all 
accounts intends to go forward 
with his second peace mission 


to the region later this week. 
“The U.S. remains deter- 


mined to advance the peace 
process and will not be deter- 
red by those extremist groups 
who violently oppose peace,” 
Mr. Djerejian told a congres- 
sional sub-committee. 

But U.S. officials fear the 
recent fighting in South Leba- 
non — involving punishing 
Israeli air and artillery strikes 
in response to cross-border 
attacks by the pro-Iranian Hiz- 
bollah group could divert 
attention from the main goal. 

“Our concern is that he ^5 not 
going there to negotiate a ceas- 
efire between Hizbollah and 


said the official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Middle East expert Geoffrey 
Kemp of the Carnegie En- 
downment for International 
Peace says that tike it or not, 
Mr. Christopher will have to 
adjust his agenda. 


Christopher, who was original- 
ly set to head to the Middle 


East after meetings in Singa- 
pore and Australia, said Tues- 
day the Australia segment had 
been scrapped and he would be 
back in Washington 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Clinton told reporters 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Before the upsurge in fight- 
ing, Mr. Christopher “would 
have spent 100 per cent of his 
time on the peace process. 
Now, be will have to spend SO 
per cent of his time putting out 
fires and 50 per cent on the 
peace process,” Mr. Kemp 
said in an interview. 


is not markedly different from 
that faced on many Mideast 
trips by James Baker, the 
secretary of state who laun- 
ched the peace talks between 
Israel, Joroan, Syria, Lebanon 
and the Palestinians in October 
1991. 

In fact, Mr. Kemp said, be- 
cause the violence occurred in 
South Lebanon and involved 
Hizbollah, which opposed 
peace talks from the start, it 
should be less problematic. 

“Had the violence been in 
(Israel-occupied) Gaza or the 
West Bank or Jerusalem it 
would have been very serious” 
because it would bave involved 
Palestinians who are central to 
the negotiations, he said. 

“But the fact that primarily 
it has to do with groups that 
don't want a peace process 
(tike Hizbollah) makes it easier 
to isolate it from the peace 


Officials have repeatedly 
blamed Hizbollah for trying to 
undermine peace efforts. 

Mr. Clinton, in an unusual 


Hrawi moves 
to renovated 
palace 


gesture on Tuesday, praised 
Syria, which has 30,000 troops 
in Lebanon and is the mam 
power broker in the area, for 
“commendable restraint” in 
the face of intensified fighting 
that trilled three of its soldiers. 


BEIRUT (AP) — President Elias 
Hrawi Wednesday moved into 

nalaTP 111 


die rebuilt presidential palace in 
suburban Baabda, which had. 
been destroyed in the final throes 
of Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil war. 

Ironically, the pres dent moved 
into the hilltop palace as hun- 
dreds of thousands of people fled 
their homes in South Lebanon, 
battered by four days of Israeli 
attacks. 


Mr. Kemp accused Mr. Clin- 
ton of lauding Syria, which is 
crucial to Mideast peace talks, 

-I., '• 


‘for purely political reasons.' 

“He knows as well as evepr- 
body else their hand is in- 
volved in these attacks ...Hiz- 
bollah couldn't conduct these 
operations unless the Syrians 
permitted it.” Mr. Kemp said. 

Despite the obvious cloud 
hanging over the peace pro- 
cess, ' Mr. Djerejian said the 
administration remained con- 
vinced of the commitment of 
Israeli Prime: Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Af Assad to negoti- 
ate peace and still believed 
there are “real possibilities for 
breakthroughs in 1993.” 


“That's regrettable but I 
don't think it v s disastrous." 


Mr. Kemp said the violence 


to isolate it from the peace 
process," he said. 

The administration, while 
raili ng for maximum restraint 
from all sides in the fighting, 
pointedly did not criticise 
Israel, its closet Mideast ally. 


Mr. Hrawi said in a speech that 
“my heart is bleeding for the 
thousands upon thousands of 
South Lebanon’s inhabitants who 
have become homeless as a result 
of Israel’s barbaric attacks on 
their towns and villages.” 

He appealed for pan-Arab 
emergency aid to help ease the 
plight of the refugees from the , 
'south, condemning Israeli attacks 
as a “brutal offensive aimed at 
destroying the whole of Leba- 
non.” 


Khamenei assails Armenian raids on Azeris 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian spir- 
itual leader Ayatollah AH 
Khamenei flew to Iran's Azeri 
heartland Tuesday to condemn 
Armenian attacks on Azerbaijan 
and praise Iran’s own Azeris for 
rejecting secesskmism. 

Huge crowds waving red- 
white-and-green Iranian flags 
mobbed Ayatollah Khamenei's 
car, turning the welcome into a 
display of support for Tran's Isla- 
mic leadership in Tabriz, the 
main city of Iran's large Azeri 
community. 

Iranian Television gave full 
coverage to the rare visit a week 
after a parliament deputy from an 
Azeri city voiced a long-standing 
complaint that the central gov- 
ernment discriminated against 
Azeris, even in local appoint- 
ments. 

“The government of Armenia' 
and Karabakh Armenians are 
oppressing Muslims in this re- 
gion," the television quoted 
Ayatollah Khame: ci as saying in • 
a speech at a packed stadium. 

“We condemn the recent ac- 
tions Karabakh Armenians have 


region,” Ayatollah Khamenei 
said. 

Armenian forces captured the 
Azeri town of Agdam last week 
and were reported to be threaten- 
ing the southern town of Fizuli in 
the latest of a series of advances 
into Azeri territory. 

The Armenian government 
maintains that only Armenians 
from the disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, which is in- 
side Azerbaijan but has a major-, 
ity population of Armenians, are 
engaged in fighting Azeri forces. 

Ayatollah Khamenei’s clear- 
cut denunciation of Armenia 
would please Iranian Azeris, 
many of whom disapprove of 
Tehran’s even-handed stance in 
the undeclared war over Nagor- 
no-Karabakh which has killed 
nearly 3,000 people in five years. 


Azerbaijan, Armenia and 
Georgia were part of Persia until 
the 19th century when Russia 
defeated Persian kings in two 
wars. , 


carried out with the. support of 
the Armenian government and. 


Ayatollah Khamenei, whose 
family is originally from Iranian 
Azerbaijan, paid tribute to the 


we expect the Armenians in our... 
country to likewise denounce the " 
behaviour of Armenians in that . 


Azeri community as the “front 
line of the Iranian nation's de- 
fence against aggressors in recent 
centuries." 


“Those who in the past tried to 
pit ethnic sentiments against 
Islam and the Koran have now 
realised that they were mis- 
taken,” he said. 

“The people of Tabriz and 
Azerbaijan... have shown by 
their sacrifice that safeguarding 
Iran's territoral integrity is one of 
their most sacred desires,” he 
added. 

Iranian Azeris welcomed the 
Soviet Union's breakup at the 
end of 1991 and Azerbaijan's 
independence because it pro- 
vided freer contact with their kin 
across the border. 

But, to Tehran's relief. Baku's 
independence has so far fail. d. to 
kindle a movement for secession 
among Iranian Azeris to join it 
and form a big Azeri state. 

Lingering discontent was. 
however, brought into the open 
last week when Deputy Ebrahim 
Sarraf criticised the government 
in a speech for appointing many 
non-Azeri officials, especially 
from the central city of Isfahan, 
in Azeri areas. 

Hie speech drew strong re- 
bukes. Isfahan . Deputy Ahmad 
Salek called it “disgusting” and 
said: “Raising strong nationalistic 
issues is at odds with the spirit of 
Islam and the revolution." 


Afghan cabinet meets 
oh tension withTajikistan 

KABUL (R) — Afghanistan’s have to protest about very 


KABUL (R) — Afghanistan’s 
cabinet held an emergency meet- 
ing Tuesday to discuss a border 
conflict with Tajik and Russian 
forces and a Kabul spokesman 
said Afghans would teach Mos- 
cow a lesson if it tried to attack. 

“The cabinetdiscussed the bor- 
der situation and came to some 
fruitful decisions,” spokesman 
Ustad Saeed said, adding that the 
cotidusfons would be announced 


strongly.' 

“We have to defend our bor- 
ders,” he said, 

Mr. Saeed said Afghanistan 
wanted to. resolve the problem 
through talks, but accused Russia 
of taring advantage of Kabul's 
weak ' government and internal 
disunity to destabilise * the 
country. 

“When there is foreign aggres- 
sion the Afghans will unite in 
getting revenge,” he said of a 
cross-border bombardments tint 
have evoked memories on both 


Wednesday after approval by 
President B urban addin Rabbaru. 


President Burhan addin Rabbaru. 

A raid on the Tajikistan border 
from Afghanistan by Tajik rebels 
two weeks ago killed 100 Tajiks 
and 25 Russian border guards, 
who protect the vulnerable fron- 
tier under an agreement with the 
government of the former Soviet ' 
Central Asian republic. 

Moscow says Afghan troops 
based in the northern province of 
Takhar have backed rebel attacks. 
Afjghan officials have* accused 
Russian troops of unprovoked 
shelling that they say has killed or 
wounded hundreds of villagers 
and forced thousands To’ flee. 

‘•• Foreign Minister ^Hudayar 
Amin Arsalla denied involve- ’ 
meat in troubles in the Central 
Asian republic but said “attacks 
on our borders are something we 


It sustained severe damage 
during various rounds of dvfl war 
fighting and was destroyed when 
rebel General Michel Aoun was 
evicted by Lebanese and Syrian 
troops Oct. 13, 1990. 

Gen Aoun’s ouster came 11 
months after the election of the 
Syrian-backed Hrawi, who has 
since been firing at a residence 
donated by Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri at Beirut's Ramlet A1 
Baida seaside residential dist ri ct. 


sides of Moscow's costly 10-year 
military intervention in'.Afgha-. 
nistan. 

“If the Afghans are compelled 
to fight against the Russians they 
will learn the 'same lesson we 
taught them for 10 years,” he 
said. Afghan guerrillas, fighting 
the former Soviet-backed Kabul 
government, forced Soviet troops . 


Mr. Hariri, a self-made bil- 
lionaire, also made sizeable dona- 
tions to finance the reconstruc- 
tion of the Baabda Palace. Mr. 
Hrawi said 550 Lebanese 
architects, technicians and work- 
ers have been working on the 
- reconstruction since May. 


to quit the country in 1989. 
Tajikistan Foreign Minis 


Tajikistan Foreign Minister 
Rashid Alimov on Tuesday ,in- 
' rited Russian, Uzbek and Afgfadn 
"officials to hold talks in mid- 
August in the Tajik capital 
Dushanbe to settle the border 
conflict and discuss the question 
ofTajik refugees in Afghanistan. 


m iger 


uncertainty amid 
lese exodus in the heat 




By Y as mine Dakik 
Agence France Press*: 


TYRE — They filed out under 
the burning sun, dragging the 
remains of what once nad oeen 
their homes with them: 
Thousands of cars packed with 
people fleeing the Israeli bom- 
bardment. 

Old men, babies, mothers 
with their children crammed 
into old jalopies bursting with 
'/ mattresses, bundles of 
clothes and pots and pans. 
They formed part of Tuesday's 
massive traffic jam stretching 
along the 45-kilometre epasta) 
road between Tyre and Sidon, 
in southern Lebanon. 

Around 300,000 people have 
, been forced out of their homes 
.in Lebanon by Israeli bombing 
in "operation accountability” 


between Sunday and Tuesday. 
Many of them made their way 
towards Beirut. 

Some of them left because. 
Israel warned them their vil- 
lages would be razed. Many 
others saw their homes, and 
their lives, destroyed before 
them. 

Abu Hassan had managed to 


drive only 40 kilometres in five 
hours of suffocating sunshine. 
He sat at the wheel of a bat- 
tered Mercedes, his family and 
his brother's family stuffed into 
the passenger's seat, the back 
seat and even the trunk, where 
10 children, were iumbled on 
top of each other under the open fid. 

“We left because-of the kids. 
They were terrified by the ex- 
plosions. I can't even begin to 
describe the last two days. 
Even in the (Israeli) invasion 
in J982, it wasn't as bad as 
.this,” Abu Hassan said. 

Mattresses, cushions and 
strain mats were piled on top 
of his car. rolled up and tied 
up. “There is almost nothing 
left of our village. I don’t know 
where to go. I don't have any 
relatives in Beirut.” he said. 

“If we have to, we'll become 
squatters, like so many 
others." 

Raisin-faced old men co- 
vered their heads with towels 
or pieces of cardboard to pro- 
tect themselves from the sun as 
they trudged by the side of the 
road. Some groups had bor- 
rowed or hired school buses, 
capable of transporting many 


families, who sat inside' sullen- 
ly, sweating. * 

A Lebanese Red Cross 
ambulance, siren blaring, tried 




frantically to find a way 
through the monster snarl-up. 




Policemen, utterly bewildered 
by the situation, worked them- 
selves up into a rage. 

At some spots, families piled 
out of their cars and dumped 
themselves in the shade at the 
side of the road, waiting for the 
traffic jam to disappear. 

Abu Ali Wazni and his fami- 
ly were, sitting under a tree, 
eating bread and cheese. “God 
only knows what will happen,” 
he said. 

They were headed for 
Beirut, where Mr. Wazni has 
cousins, but they were scared 
their relatives’ ' bouse would 
already be' overflowing with 
refugees. 




' ■ 










savages and cowards. Neither 
women nor children, are 
spared.” he said. “Luckily the 
resistance is there to stop them 
from invading the whole of the 
south. Otherwise they'd do it 
in a shot.” 

"The Israelis say they're de- 


A frightened girl embraces bar mother as they leave escape the Israeli attacks which started Sunday 
their village in Sooth Lebanon by a pick-up truck to (AFP photo) 

%£* bloodshot from lack- ’ 
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heard from my parents since 
Sunday. I'm trying to get to 


Tyre to take them to Beirut.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rafsanjani sympathyses with Libya’s woes 

NICOSIA (R) - Iranian President Akbar Hashmd R afaa jmi 
NIC.UblA lt\> Tuesday and expressed regret over i 

met a Libyan b enemies, Tehran Radio said, j 

hardships imposed on y V difficulties for revolutionary -| 
“Arrogant powers plot to create mraou can fofl the pkffiL 

r it quot^ Mr. Rafcanjarift 

through patience and r«istana. M Jaddal ) a i 1 azzouz Al’ 

tolling Libya s Strategtc relayed Libyan leader Muammar 
airliner over Scotland. 


Rafsanjani to visit Kazakhstan 


The Baabda Palace eight 
kilometres east of Beirut, has 
been die traditional residence of 
Lebanon's beads of state since 
the country's 1943 Independence 
from France. 


Milner A /P3 __ Iran said on Tuesday President Akbar Hashenri 
S^^U vi^ f^er Soviet republic rftatta. 
“soon” to boost ties between the two states. Iran s IRNA news 
quotedForeign Minister Ali Akbar Ve ayad as saymgMr. 
FtSiam' would discuss expansion of polmcal, cultural rad 
SSrcoo^ration fo Alma-Ata with . Prerident Nursuhra 
N^rtaye“ It gave no specific date. Iranian opposition groups 
anTwSern pr£ reports^aid last year Iran was buying nudear 
w^p^from^azakhstan, but U.S Smre Deputy 

rejeSed the reports in October. Kazakhstan where 40 per ceaUrf 
the population are Muslims, ts Iran 1 S| ?artn< =r m thej Ration! 
Economic Cooperation Organisation. The two 
common borders but share the Caspian Sea along with threeOtiier 
former Soriet republics. IRNA said Mr. Velayad was^eak^^ 
the opening day of a training course at 

sdven Kazakh diplomats, the third of its kind held in Tdtitp; 


Gendarmes kill two in Algeria 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian gendarmes shot dead two Mttsfim 
activists and wounded a third in an operation to flush oat 
fundamentalists suspected of several killings, the official news 
agency APS said Tuesday. It said the operation was mounted 
Sunday. About 67 members of the security forces and 23 sokfiets 
have been killed in the last seven months in attacks blamed on : 
M uslim activists dedicated to setting up an Islamic republic^ ! I 


Northern Cyprus may end protection of NacHr 


LONDON (AFP) — Northern Cyprus has given its strong*^ 
indication to date that it may be prepared to abandon- - '|J| 
uncompromising protection of fugitive tycoon Aril Nadir, the 
Financial Times reported Wednesday. The authorities, witir the 
apparent blessing of the Turkish government, have invited senior- 
officers of the Serious Fraud Office (SFO) to the island without any 
apparent diplomatic strings. The fraud office had argued that it was 
unable to pursue its investigation on the island because the local 
authorities and Ankara were insisting on a formal diplomatic 
exchange. This would have implied British rea - '- ution of Turkish 


sovereignty over northern Cyprus, which E..rain refuses to give. 
The SFO confirmed late Tuesday that one of its investigating teams 
travelled to northern Cyprus Tuesday at the “invitation” of the 
Turkish Cypriot authorities. Nadir, 52, fled Britain on May 4 for 
his native northern Cyprus, jumping bail of £3.5 million pounds 
($5.25 million) to escape 20 charges of fraud involving his failed 
conglomerate Polly Peck International. Britain and northern 
Cyprus have no extradition treaty. ^ 


Mr. Hrawi also said he has I 
invited Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad to moke Ins first ever 
presidential visit to Beirut and 
that die invitation has been 
accepted. - 

“I will play host to President 
Assad when die reconstruction of 
the -guest wing in tbe-palace is 
complete,” Mr. Hrawi said, with- 
out specifying a date. 


Iran denieslfnkswith Turkey’s Kurds -- 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said on Tuesday that it had no links with 
Turkey’s rebel Kurds. An Iranian security official, quoted by Iran’s 
IRNA news agency, denounced Turkish media reports and 
purported evidence suggesting such links. Gholamhossein Bolan- 
dian said officials in Turkey had shown an Iranian delegation two 
hand grenades marked with the emblem of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, saying they had been seized from Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) guerrillas. Mr. Bolandian, secretary of Iran's Supreme 
National Security Council, said Iran did not produce that type of- 
grenade and in any case did not print its emblem. “The Iraatoij 
delegation presented their conclusive evidence to Turkish officaK? 
and called the action amateurish." IRNA quoted Mr. Bolandian as 
raying. Turkey’s Anatolia ne-ns agency said last week Ankara’s 
Foreign Ministry handed documents indicating the presence of 
PKK fighters in Iran to its Ambassador Mohammad Reza Bagheri 
and asked Tehran to prevent the PKK from establishing bases 
mere. Mr Bolandian, according to IRNA, said the Iranian 
delegation had in turn handed the Turks documents about activities 

Si^^^^h^n-e-Khala group and the Democratic 
ratty of Iranian Kurdistan on Turkish soil. 


EC gives aid to Palestinian refugees 


w«*S!/ LS ! “J 1 " European Community (EC) announced 
Wettaesday it would provide S56Z.000 in emergency aid to 

EXE* m** 1 ' Gaza Strip. A sSiem trom 

atl °" K 0 ® 531(1 * e money, worth 500,000 European 
( ECUs )’ would be used to buy food, nwdirine! 
«^TrriS. ten,S a " d ° ther needed ft* those in the 


Two Iraqi Kurdish parties merge 


^ have merged undo 
actorf Masoud Barzani, a iStemenl 

The new party will be officially 

JrauaryT S ^ arrangements with the KDP since 


Bangkok. Calcutta 


RJ) 

14*0 

RJ) 

14:36 

RJ) 

15-JB 

RJ) 

RJ) 

17:45 

2t-JS 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Anfalta rtV 


/-...... Riyadh ! 

Damascus ( 

- Cairo { 




MARKET PRICES 1 


isUs Riyadh jSUj 

Romc(AZ) 

28:35 OUrofMsS 

DBPAvnntRs 

K^ lan(RJ,R,Bhts 

SIS 

JS2 

— AbuDfcSfRJ) 

Montreal, ^ Toronto (RJ) 


Uppcrnower pnt c in . (0s per kg. -1 

L. MMOd 

Banana 


I.JM ** avmjUJ 

SJ* bamaca (RJ 

ss , au ^H 

SS ::::TtS-L2S'S" H 


ai3o Madrid (RJ) 


££ 

^45 """tt.V-’ui Duhw - Muscat (RJ) 
.... Kuala Lumpur, Jakaria (RJ) 

°th«r Flights (Tarmlnal 2) 


J5S rw»JAF) 


m&s -w.™wiau 

as =^^8 


Larn *«a. Vienna (OS) 


Banana (Mokammrj 620/'4SZD • 

Carrot 28»2». i 

Cauliflower 18V 100 \ 

»crry(red) 75W0Q j 

Ctaunbcts (large) 100/59 

Cwainbcrs(3iiian) 110/120 

ESKPlant 170/50 

° arlic 100 /» 

3X m. 

Lemon 580 / 4*L 

1507109 

Mfnow (stnaD) 25^/200' 

Mrat „ ‘50 

»!!”!!!!!!!! otsso . 

2>«>«i(*y) l«/3- 

fiOffiSOK-: 

Po«aio 230fySff& 

Tomato 

Swcctmdon ““ 24(W3ff^ 

Watcnneloi; i^pjO 1 - 

.............. _ 



ews 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, JULY 29-30, 1993 


Ministry reshuffles governorships 




es. 

n es rJ !' 


Regent urges officials on open neutrality 


-AMMAN (J.T.) — The Interior 
V Ministry Wednesday announced 


, v ^lah &j«rnors ana aistner governors in 
■ various regions of the country. 

Jr^ A statement quoted by Petra 

cVPtil Sf'.'”- said a Royal decree has approved 
a decision by Interior Minister 
^ : Salameh Ham mad to appoint the 

a . ’ following persons as governors at 

the Ministry of Interior: Abdul 
Qader Eid Habahbeh, Misleh 
Slde n{ au Tarawneh. Khalaf Mahasneh, 
•P u Hic Ahmad Lawzi . Qaftan Majali and 
v' ^ ra n's ir'" Mohammad Shawabkeh. 

.tyatifc Mr. Shawabkeh was seconded 

Political to temporarily serve as an advisor 
' ' at Prime Ministry. 

Han op2L? '*■' Ta iM* Nawaiseh, the governor 
an ‘ of Zarqa, has been appointed 

S. governor of Amman to succeed 

i. u-heJA- 1 ‘ Issa A1 Omari who was retired 
nner last week. 

: 
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Misleh Tarawneh was 
appointed as governor of Zarqa. 
Khalaf Mahasneh is governor of 
Karak, Ahmad Lawzi governor 
of Tafileh and Oaftan Majali 
governor of Mafraq. 

The list also contains the names 
of district governors posted to 
new areas. 

Later at a meeting following 
the swearing-in ceremony at the 
Royal Court. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the Re- 
gent, urged the newly-appointed 
governors to seek the path of 
integrity and neutrality in dealing 
with various issues and to serve in 
an exemplary manner trying to 
ensure food and security for the 
community. 

The regent called on the offi- 
cials to provide opportunities for 
open and responsible discussions 
with the members of the public. 


noting that respect for govern- 
ment can only be won through 
the credibility of its officials. 

Urging them to interact with 
the local community, (he Regent 
said the governor's home should 
be home to all members of the 
community, and governors 
should act in a manner reflecting 
His Majesty King Hussein's con- 
fidence in them. 

Prince Hassan cautioned the 
governors to rely on accurate 
information and to define priori- 
ties in public service. 

He said they ought to follow up 
on the issues of concern to the 
community searching for the 
actual needs of people. 

The swearing-in ceremony was 
attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam A1 Majali, Interior 
Minister Salameh Hammad and 
other senior officials. 



MRS. CETIN VISITS YWMA WORKSHOP: Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Monday received 
Ind Cetin, wife of the Turkish foreign minister, and 
discussed possBrfe cooperation between Jordan and 
Turkey in the field of services for file handicapped. 
- Mrs. Cetin had earlier visited the Sheltered Worfc- 
mvolvmt ; ( “ shop in Sahab, a project of the Young Women’s 
niatn soil : __ Muslim Association (YMWA) which Is chaired by 
Princess Sarvalh. The Workshop was set up fn 1987 
as an extension of the services offered by the 
•*c Kur! YWMA. School for the Mentally HapdicjmpcO^w . 
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graduates of the school and other handicapped 
young people. The Sheltered Workshop has been 
designated by the International Labour Organisa- 
tion (ILQ) as a model In the Middle East region. It 
has received trainees from and provided consul- 
tants to several Arab countries, including Oman, 
Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates and Lebanon. 
Mrs. Cetin was accompanied by the wives of the 
Jordanian minister of state for foreign affairs, 
Turkey’s ambassador to Jordan and Jordan’s 
-ambassador to Turkey. (Photo by Beghbs) 
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fiPrime Minister Abdul Salam A1 Mqjali Wednesday addresses a seminar on vocational training at the 
teachers dnb in Amman (Petra photo) 

Majali says a manpower agency 
would provide workers with security 

Premier urges VTC to focus on quality 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
'Minister Abdul Salam A1 Majali 
Wednesday proposed the crea- 
tion of a manpower organisation, 
jointly operated by the public and 
private sectors and catering to the 
needs of the labour market in 
Jordan and neighbouring Arab 
bounties and urged the Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
(VTC) to focus on quality. 

Addr essi ng an ongoing seminar 
on vocational training in Jordan, 
held at the Teachers Club in 
Amman, the prime minister said 
the government would fully back 
the creation of such an organisa- 
tion. 

- Dr. Majali explained that all 
types of workers would be affili- 
ated to the agency including col- 
lege graduates who obtain voca- 
tional training at the Vocational 
Training Corporation. 

: Such an organisation, be 
added, would be referred to in 
order to assist skilled workers, 
here and abroad, when they are 


in need. Dr. Majali said it would 
also help reduce the rate of un- 
employment and enable workers 
to feel protected and secure as 
they will be a part of a national 
institution that watches over their 
affairs under all circumstances 
and difficult situations like that 
which Jordan faced after the Gulf 
crisis. 

Referring to the VTC, which 
provides training in different 
trades. Dr. Majali said its efforts 
are appreciated, but the govern- 
ment would like to see the VTC 
focusing attention on quality 
rather than quantity. 

The VTC is called on. along 
with the other concerned parties, 
to monitor the needs of labour 
markets in neighbouring states so 
that training programmes could 
be tailored accordingly and en- 
sure work for Jordanians abroad, 
said rite prime minister. 

Referring to the guest workers 
employed in Jordan, Dr. Majali 
said the Kingdom has been trying 


to deal with this problem without 
too much rigour and without pre- 
judice, adding that skill and effi- 
ciency are required and serve as a 
criteria in employment. 

Labour Minister KhaJed AJ 
Ghzawi outlined the VTCs prog- 
rammes, which started in the mid 
1970s. 

VTC Director General Ahmad 
Atwan told the meeting chat the 
corporation centres have so far 
provided training to 75,754 male 
and female trainees. 

In its efforts, the VTC has been 
helped by at least 3,600 em- 
ployers who have provided on- 
the-job training opportunities to 
VTC trainees, said D(. Atwan. 

In the 1993-97 five-year plan, 
he added, VTC is looking to- 
wards vertical and horizontal ex- 
pansion. 

But he noted that financial 
difficulties always hinder the im- 
plementation of the corporation's 
schemes. 


Trade minister meets Arab agricultural official 


*; AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and 
•; Trade Bassam A1 Saket Wednesday received 
' T4Birec(. General of the Arab Organisation of 
jf, Agricultural Development Yahya Bakkour and 
; ; (jiscussed with him the agenda of the organisation's 
' 4 ' next meeting, the date of which will be decided by 
. \ ! the Arab Economic and Social Council next 


September. Dr. Saket reiterated Jordan's con- 
tinued support for the activities of the various 
Arab organisations with the objective of achieving 
Arab integration in various fields. He also voiced 
Jordan's appreciation of efforts exerted by the 
organisation to support Arab agricultural integra- 
tion. 


Phosphate industry confident of market share 
despite losses from U.N. ship inspections 


AMMAN (Petra) — As the U.N. 
embargo on Iraq continues to 
negatively affect Jordan, the 
Kingdom’s phosphate industry 
works t« keep its share of the 
export market. 

The United Narions-im posed 
blockade on Aqaba has had se- 
vere consequences on Jordan’s 
phosphate exports since 1990 be- 
cause of a decline in the number 
of vessels docking at the harbour, 
said Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) Director 
General Thabet A! Taher 
Wednesday. 

Ship owners are shunning 
Aqaba because of the intercep- 
tion and search of ships heading 
to the port, which cause delays 
and extra expenses, said Mr. Tah- 
er. 

Forty-one firms used to oper- 
ate through Aqaba before the 
Gulf crisis, but today that number 
has dropped to 20, he said. 

.At the same time, the total 
world exports of phosphate have 
dropped; and rhis year the 
amount is nor expected to rise 
above 24 million tonnes down 
from 29 million tonnes a year 
ago, Mr. Taher explained. 

Despite the general decline in 
exports, Mr, Taher said JPMC is 
confident of keeping its share of 
world markets which has been 




r -w- t § *’ 


Two 20,000 tonne sOos hold dry product phosphate at the Wadi El Abiad mine. Jordan is the world’s 
second largest exporter of phosphates (File photo) 


“The international trend is to 
buy finished fertilisers rather than 
raw materials,'* said Mr. Taher. 
The Kingdom has edged out 


the United 'States to become the nian phosphates are India and 
world's second largest exporter other Asian nations because of 
of phosphates, after Morocco. the freight advantage of Jordan's 
The main markets for Jorda- Red Sea port of Aqaba. 


fluctuating since 1989 when it was 
14.5 per cent. In 1990, it fell to 
13.2 per cent, and Tose to 13.6 per 
cent in 1991, he added. 

But, Mr. Taher said, the JPMC 
would be ready to export more 
and acquire a larger share of the 
world’s marker if the number of 
vessels carrying its phosphate 
would return to normal. 

At present, plans are underway 
for boosting production and 
manufacturing more phosphate- 
based fertilisers. 

The Associated Press adds: 

that the Kingdom, the world's 
second largest exporter of phos- 
phates, has changed its strategy 
as demand has shifted to finished 
fertilisers from the raw material. 

A $150 million plant with a 
capacity of 200,000 metric tonnes 
of phosphoric add a year is under 
construction. Meanwhile, a 
Mitsubishi-led consortium of four 
Japanese companies has commit- 
ted to a 60 per cent share of $360 
million. 300,000 metric tonne fer- 
tiliser plant. 

Both facilities will- export their 
entire production, said Mr. Tah- 
er. 

Discussions with Pakistan on 
setting up a similar joint venture 
are continuing. 


Environmental workshop 
to open for youth leaders 


Information usage is weak — expert 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
• Sodety For The Control Of En- 
vironmental Pollution in coopera- 
tion with the German Friedrich- 
Naumann Foundation is organis- 
ing a one-week environmental 
workshop for youth leaders from 
Aug. 1-6 at Crown Hotel, Am- 
man. 

Representing the Ministry of 
Youth, political parties, public 
and private universities, the Arab 
Youth Forum (AYF), and the 
media, 40 partidpariis will be 
expanded to local, regional and 
global environmental problems. 

The workshop aims to increase 
awareness and knowledge and to 
ooivate the youth in the field of 
'e^i^mehi^ protection '.in Jo/- . 

one week intensive prog- ' 
'ramme wil tackle different topics 
such as environmental politides, 
man and nature, the local and 
global state of environment, en~ 


vironment and population 
growth, traffic and environment, 
water management and rain har- 
vesting, agriculture and environ- 
ment, natural resources and 
biodiversity in Jordan, solid and 
liquid waste in Jordan, environ- 
ment and industry and trade. 

Case studies will tie presented 
to partidpams on the chlorine 
factory in Jordan, the triangle of 
pollution “Khirbet A1 Samra. 
The Refinery and The Power 
Station,” the ozone layer deple- 
tion. Exxon Valdez oil spill in 
Alaska and the Bhopal factory in 
India and Chernobyl. 

, Partidpams will be.divided into 
^working groups tq find, solutions 
.to problems presented. f 
The programme includes two 
field trips to Muaqar, Azraq, 
Shomari and Russeifa dumping 
site. Khirbet A1 Samra treatment 
plant and the refinery. 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The proper usage of 
information in Jordan lacks the 
seriousness it should carry and, as 
such, the utmost utilisation of this 
vital resource remains weak, 
Yousef Nusseir told a recent eco- 
nomic symposium in Amman. 

Dr. Nusseir, acting director- 
general of the National Informa- 
tion Centre (NIC), also said that 
there was still a lack of qualified 
manpower in the area of “in- 
formation network management 
at the national level” in addition 
to a lack of spedalists in ensuring 
safe and secure transmittal of 
information. — - - • 

The NIC chief pointed out that 
before-setting up the centre in 
ct992, as' one of the spedalised 
f 'scientific and technological re- 
search centres affiliated to the 
Higher Counril for Sdence and 
Technology, there was no coor- 


dination among the information 
centres in the country as the 
sector had been developing on 
individual efforts and was being 
shaped according to personal and 
independent evaluations. 

The absence of a national in- 
formation policy “reflects the dis- ( 
cord, disharmony and even non-‘ 
cooperation among various in- 
formation centres, ui addition to 
unspecified roles within the over- 
all national set-up in this sector.” 

According to Dr. Nusseir, Jor- 
dan has a good infrastructure for 
the information technology sector 
and many information centres 
and leading libraries do not lack 
the equipment and machinery to 
implement an automatic informa- 
tion system. 

Howeveri he said, the automa- 
tion in the information field was 
very limited, and there were still 
obstacles in providing suitable 
programmes to die operations, in 
addition to the cost and effort 


needed to feed in , revise, edit 
and correct the information. 

Dr. Nusseir stressed that train- 
ing in the information sector was 
adequately available at various 
educational levels and was a re- 
flection of qualified labour capa- 
bilities in the Kingdom but, be 
pointed out, the distribution of 
qualified personnel should be ex- 
amined as the public sector some- 
what lacks the right cadre in the 
information field. 

Other elements mentioned to 
be hampering the progress of 
information science in Jordan 
were: 

— Insufficient financial capabi- 
lities to develop and upgrade 
infoimatioa sources. 

— Ineffectiveness of register- 
ing^ and controlling the bibliog- 
raphical process to publish and 
distribute local intellectual mate- 
rial, especially scientific thought. 

— Difficulty in implementing 
the issue of writing and pu£ 
iishing rights. 


15 Somalis still stranded after 3 years in Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Fifteen Somali 
nationals remain stranded in Jor- 
dan, where they arrived three 
years ago fleeing from Kuwait, 
following the Iraqi invasion of the 
emirate, and there is no light at 
die end of the tunnel for them 
since no country has accepted 
their application for refuge. 

The 15, left over from the 
nearly 1 ,800 Somalis who came to 
Jordan from Kuwait after the 
August 1990 invasion, have no 
choice but to go back to Somalia 
as and when the situation in the 
chaotic Hom of Africa country 
stabilises. 

Their dilemma is not different 
from the hundreds of thousands 
of Somalis stranded outside their 
country, but unlike the huge 
numbers elsewhere, the 15 in 


Jordan had high hopes that a 
European or North American 
country would accept their re- 
quest for political asylum. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), which has given them 
refugee status, says it is a victim 
of its own rules and regulations 
and pleads helplessness. 

“We cannot punise their case 
anymore since three countries 
have already turned down their 
application for resettlement," 
said Fawzi Abdul Majeed. a 
senior UNHCR official at the 
agency’s mission in Amman. 

“Our rules say that no more 
asylum requests could be enter- 
tained from anyone whose ap- 
plication have already been 
turned down three times," he 
explained. 

“The choice the Somalis have 
now is voluntary repatriation to 


their country of origin, but it is 
not immediately possible in view 
of the situation in Somalia," Dr. 
Abdul Majeed told the Jordan 
Times. 

“Our own office in Somalia bas 
been moved to Kenya” in view of 
the instability in the country, he 
noted. “How can we send anyone 
to a country where we ourselves 
are not present because of insta- 
bility?" 

The refugees — nine of them 
housed in a camp near Aqaba and 
six of them in Amman — would 
like to go to Sudan or Ethiopia 
and take their chances from 
there. 

“We spent three years in Jor- 
dan in uncertainty and tension," 
said Abdul Kader Ati, one of the 
15. "We cannot live like this 
anymore, and would like to go 
anywhere else to take our 
chances." 


But, UNHCR cannot offer 
them air passage since its rules 
bar sending rejected refugees to 
any country other than his or her 
own. At the same time, it will not 
resort to forced repatriation 
either. 

In any case, Jordan is a strict 
adherent of the international con- 
vention of refugees which stipu- 
lates that no one will be sent out 
of the country to a destination 
where bis or her life could be in 
danger or he or she faces persecu- 
tion. 

Dr. Abdul Majeed said he met 
with six of the Somali refugees 
and agreed with them that their 
applications to leave Jordan 
would be referred to UNHCR 
headquarters in Geneva for 
approval. 

The meeting followed a small 
protest staged by the Somalis 


after three of their compatriots 
who came from Aqaba and went 
to the UNHCR office without 
permission from the Jordanian 
authorities in charge of their 
camp in Aqaba, he said. 

“I explained our difficulties to 
them, and promised them to do 
what we could within the limita- 
tions imposed on us," said Dr. 
Abdul Majeed. 

“If the headquarters approve, 
then we have no problems to send 
them to Sudan or any other coun- 
try which will take them without a 
visa and prior approval," he told: 
the Jordan Times. 

The UNHCR mission has pro- 
cessed tens of thousands of ap- 
plications in the past three years 
and has arranged refuge for many 
of them. 

It still has under its care around 
120 applications, including Bos- 
nians, Iraqis and others. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkish minister ends visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hikmet Cetin and the accompanying delegation 
Wednesday wound up a three-day visit to Jordan 
and left home after meetings with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali and senior Jorda- 
nian officials. Mr. Cetin's talks in Amman focused 
on regional and international issues, namely the 
Middle East peace process, bilateral relations and 
ways of enhancing them. Mr. Cetin and the 
accompanying delegation visited several places of 
historical and archaeological importance in Jor- 
dan. The Turkish official was seen off at the airport 
by Minister of Slate for Foreign Affairs Talal Al 
Hassan and several officials. 

Jordan, Qatar review health cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Abdul 
Rahim Malhas Wednesday discussed with the 
Qatari Ambassador in Amman scopes of coopera- 
tion between Qatar and Jordan in health fields. 
Dr. Malhas and the Qatari envoy also reviewed 
ways to enhance cooperation between the two 
countries. 

Russian official to visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of the Middle East 
and Africa Department at the Russian Foreign 
Ministry Victor ValyOuk will areive in Amman 
from Damascus Friday On a several-day visit to 
Jordan, during which he will hold talks with senior 
Jordanian officials on bilateral relations and issues 
of common interest. The Russian official’s visit to 
Jordan comes as pan of a regional tour. 


JEA to hold 7th architectural week 


AMMAN (Petra) — Under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
the Jordan Engineers Association (JEA) will 
Thursday organise the seventh annual Architectu- 
ral Week at the Professional Associations’ Com- 
plex in Amman. The event will include an exhibi- 
tion of books and periodicals on architecture, a 
poster competition, a photography competition, a 
three day seminar and other activities. 


Transport union seeks ministry arbitration 


AMMAN (Petra) — The General Union of Work- 
ers in Land Transport and Mechanics Wednesday ! 
urged the Ministry of Labour to interfere in a 
dispute between the union and the board of 
directors of the Iraq- Jordanian Land Transport 
Company. The union called for referring demands 
by drivers working in the company to the ministry's 
arbitrator to take all legal procedures in accord- 
ance with the Jordanian Labour Law. Union 
President Ibrahim Al Ajarmeh said he sent a 
memorandum to Labour Minister Ibrahim Ghzawi 
in which he explained that the dispute was referred 
to the ministry because both sides did not reach an 
agreement on the issue, Mr. Ajarmeh said the 
drivers in the company are demanding that the 
company re-introduce the tipping system, include 
them and their families in a health insurance plan 
and a provident's fund, grant them allowances and 
overtime payments, in addition to other demands. 
The company, the biggest land transport company 
in the Middle East, employs 400 drivers. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

£r “ACOR at 25,” in celebration of 25 years of archaeological 
research in Jordan, at (be American Center of Oriental 
Research. 

* Art exhibition by Syrian artist Sakhr Farzat at the Balka Art 
Gallery, Fuheis City. 

ft Exhibition of a new collection of .art works by Princess Wydan 
Ali at The Gallery, Hotel Jordan InterContinental, 

ft Exhibition of paintin g s and ceramics by Ail Al Mi’mar, Hazem 
Al Zn’bi, AbdnJ Raouf Sham’oan and Jalal Ureiqat at 
Eshbeetia Art Gallery, 6th Circle, Amra Shopping Centre. 

ft Art exhibition by Rana Dia and Mohammad Kadonmi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of British Archaeological projects in Jordan al the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

FIELD TRIP 

ft Field trip, organised on Friday by the Friends of Archaeology, 
to Umm Al Jimal, near Mafraq. Departure, in bus or in private 
cars, will be at 8 a,m. from the Amra Hotel parking lot. 

PANEL 

I ft Panel discussion by the Arab- American Anti-Discrimination 
Committee (ADO on the repurensshms of the closure of the 

West Bank and the isolation of Jerusalem, at the Abdul Hameed 

Shaman Foundation at 130 p.m. 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

'fr Concert by Algerian Rai singer Cheb Khaled at the South 
Theatre of Jerash cn Thursday and Friday at 830 p.m. 

it Performance by the Lebanese troupe CaracaBa at the Palace of 
Culture, Al Hussein Youth City on Thursday and Friday at 830 
p.m. 

ft Children’s play entitled “Who Will Save the Earth?” on 
Thursday and Friday at the Royal Cultural Centre at 6 p.m. 
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Good news from Yemen 

MOHAMMAD BASSANDAWA, the Yemeni 
foreign minister, was upbeat after his recent visit 
to Saudi Arabia. He had reported that King Fahd 
made him feel very optimistic about the prospects 
of Arab reconciliation. That indeed is good news. 
One, because King Fahd is key to an Arab 
reconciliation drive and two, because if Yemen 
and Saudi Arabia could bury their differences and 
restore normal ties after the rift created by the 
Gulf crisis, then that might be the first step in a 
process that every Arab hopes would restore to 
the Arab World its p re-1990 cohesion. Much, of 
course, needs to be done to achieve such an 
aspired-to goal. The rift has been so wide and 
suspicions have ran so deep. No one could dray 
the trauma inflicted on the nation by Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait in August, 1990. By now every 
Arab leadership and Arab people have felt the 
consequences of that blunder. Jordanians, Palesti- 
nians, Saudis, Gulf Arabs, Egyptians and Yeme- 
nis were among those who suffered. 

But by far the Kuwaitis and Iraqis are the main 
victims. And they were not the victims of their 
own deeds. Rather they were victimised by their 
leaderships and their leaders’ miscalculations. 

We, of course, do not expect quick fixes. The 
situation In the Arab World requires a new era 
that would still have to address the grievances that 
led to the Gulf crisis and war. These indude a 
unified Arab position to confront the challenges of 
the post-cold war era, the threat of radicalism, the 
ambitions of neighbours and a fair distribution of 
wealth. 

Of urgency is a unified Arab stand to deal with 
the intricades of the current peace process. The 
Arab parties to the process need the backing of a 
unified Arab front to make bargaining more 
benefidal to the Arab and Palestinian sides. The 
Arab leaders, especially the Saudi leadership, are 
duty-bound, to their people and history, to put 
their differences aside and place the interests of 
the nation above all other interests. 

With a collective stand, the Arab peoples can 
extract a better deal in Palestine, in the world oil 
market and in the new world order. Political, 
social and economic problems can only be addres- 
sed through cooperation, and examples abound. 
Division will only bring weakness. And we are 
hopeful that sensible and wise Arab leaders will 
seek the ultimate interests of the nation. Mr. 
Bassandawa's optimism is therefore good news 
indeed. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE FORMER U.S. Secretary of state, James Baker, used to 
complain that every time he was about to visit Tel Aviv, in the 
course of a tour of the Middle East, the Israelis would receive him 
by announcing new plans for more Jewish settlements In the 
occupied Arab lands, said the local daily Al Ra’I Wednesday. 
These days, the present secretary of state, Warren Christopher, is 
preparing to make a tour of the region and the Israelis are 
showering Lebanon with rockets and shells and dedaring that 
their war on Lebanon with rocket$‘and shells and declaring that 
their war on Lebanon will not end until they have disarmed the 
resistance groups found in the south, said the daily. The paper 
said that with this new aggression, it is difficult to speak about any 
peace process in the region. What the Israelis are doing now, said 
the daily, is a total disregard of the peace process of those 
sponsoring the peace process and the other parties involved in it, 
continued the paper. It said the world’s major powers have a 
special responsibility towards stemming Israel's aggression on the 
Arab countries and towards paving the ground for peace. The first 
step in this direction, added the paper, lies in allowing the U.N. 
Security Council to deal with the issue and stop the aggression 
immediately and then force the Israelis to implement Resolution 
425 of 1978, which provides for an Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanese territory, demanded the paper. However, the Israelis 
do not count on Mr. Christopher's visit to achieve any solution 
now that they have exposed their real intentions and evil designs, 
added the paper. It said that while the aggression continues there 
can be no chance for any peace. 

THIS TIME the Israeli aggression on Lebanon is of a different 
nature since the victim is prohibited to lodge a complaint with the 
U.N. Security Council, said a columnist in Al Dnstoinr. As soon as 
Lebanon complained to the Security Council, Washington barred 
any meeting on the part of the council members to deal with the 
dangerous situation in the Middle East, said Mohammad Kawash. 
He said that Washington took this step under the pretext that a 
council meeting could endanger the peace process. Lebanon and 
the Arab World at large have no power to say anything because of 
the continuous inter-Arab divisions and differences and the 
absence of Arab solidarity, said the writer. Under the so-called 
new world order. Israel is being given free hand to demolish 
villages and expand its occupied territories in South Lebanon at 
will. Of course, it is being backed in this aggression by the United 
States which sponsors the peace process, he added. The United 
States i$ blaming Syria ana Iran for the aggression in order to 
escape the wrath of the Arab masses and to force the Arab parties 
to the peace process to accept Israel's conditions. 


WASHINGTON — Throughout 
the industrialised world there 
seem to be too few good jobs to 
go around. The problem man- 
ifests itself differently in different 
countries, but the failure of any 
to ensure good jobs for many able 
and willing citizens raises a 
troubling question: Do advanced 
nations have to choose between 
good jobs aud more jobs? 

In the last two decades western 
Europe has had growth in wages 
but stagnation in employment. 
From 1975 to 1992 the real (infla- 
tion-adjusted) average wages of 
manufacturing workers in France 
Germany, Italy and Britain grew 
by 30 to 50 per cent, but unem- 
ployment in European industrial- 
ised economies has risen by close 
to a staggering 11 per cent 

How does the United States 
compare? On the narrow score of 
the number of jobs, we rank quite 
well. Since 1975, our economy 
has generated nearly 2 million 
new jobs per year. And although 
our current unemployment rate 
of 7 per cent is disturbing, more 
than 800,000 jobs have been cre- 
ated since January, as economic 
growth has begun to stir. 

Our bigger long-term problem 
is creating jobs that pay well. The 
average wages of America’s pro- 
duction workers, adjusted for in- 
flation, are the lowest they have 
been since 1967. Eighteen per 
cent of full-time workers do not 
earn enough to keep a family of 
four out of poverty; this level is 
up from 1 2 per cent in 1979. And 
more Americans who want full- 
time jobs are working part-tune 
instead. 

Wages and incomes in America 
have become more unequal since 
the early 1970s. They have risen 
for upper-income workers, re- 
mained stagnant for the middle 
class and fallen for those at the 
bottom. In no other advanced 
industrialised nation is the in- 
come gap so wide between foe 
managers and professionals and 
foe production workers. 

Must we accept a ' diabolical 
trade-off between good jobs and 
more jobs as factories move to 
places around foe woiid where 
labour costs less, and as smart 
machines take on more tasks at 
home? I believe that a trade-off is 
not inevitable if we draw foe right 
conclusion from the underlying 
employment trends. 

The pattern of wage inequality 
in foe United States provides an 
important clue. From 1980 to 
1991 the weekly real earnings of 
full-time workers above the age 
of 25 who had graduated from 
college rose by 9 per cent. That's 
not so bad. But foe real weekly 
earnings of similar workers who 
had only completed high school 
dropped by 7 per cent And 


By Robot B. Reich 

similar workers without high 
school diplomas suffered a drop 
in earnings of 14 per cent. 

Today the weekly earnings of 
American full-time workers 
above 25 who are college gradu- 
ates are more than 50 per cent 
above foe earnings of otherwise 
similar workers who are simply 
high school graduates. 

The pattern of unemployment 
provides a second cine. In 
Europe and the United States, 
foe uneducated and unskilled 
have been hardest bit. While col- 
lege graduates did not escape the 
prolonged recession in the United 
States, only 3.2 per cent were 
unemployed last year compared 
with 11.4 per cent of those who 
dropped out of high school. 

The long-term crisis in adv- 
anced industrial nations reflects 
in part a shift in relative labour 
demand against less-educated 
workers and those doing routine 
tasks and towards workers with 
problem-solving skills. 

So, how do we move a work 
force suited to one sort of eco- 
nomy quickly and smoothly into a 
woiid grown suddenly quite diffe- 
rent? No country has yet found 
foe formula. But different coun- 
tries have illustrated different 
ways to get it wrong. 

The continental European 
approach has been to have gov- 
ernment intervene heavily in the 
wage-setting process and seek to 
preserve the existing pattern of 
employment. This has prevented 
foe gap between highrwage and 
low-wage workers from widening 
much, but it has not directly 
-addressed foe profound changes 
in die demand for skills. Such 
policies have maintained wages 
and job security for foe em- 
ployed, but they have retarded 
the creation of new jobs. 

In the United States and Bri- 
tain, employers have responded 
more directly to changes in 
labour force supply and demand. 
The result has been greater ine- 
quality in wages and working 
conditions. The -apparent payoff- 
from this , Faustain bargain is a 
rate of U.S. job growth in the last 
two decades that has been the 
envy of Europe. Nevertheless, 
job growth in foe United States 
and Britain has been punctuated 
by high unemployment in reces- 
sions and tarnished by worsening 
problems of permanent loss of 
jobs. 

A third blind alley is protection 
from exports. No advanced na- 
tion is blameless. Yet escaping 
from global markets through pro- 
tectionism is no solution. New 
technologies will reduce the de- 
mand for less-skilled workers 
even if borders are sealed. And 
many of the high- wage jobs of foe 
future will be tied to exports and 


jobs that service foe export indus- 
try. Protectionism cripples econo- 
mic progress while failing to save 
jobs. 

Americans have traditionally 
cast their lot with open trade. In 
recent years we have wavered. 
But in Tokyo, President Bill Clin- 
ton led foe Group of Seven indus- 
trialised countries another major 
"Step down foe path of openness. 
The trade agreement initiated 
there has sharply improved the 
odds for a new global accord. The 
president also established ground 
rules for measuring how far Japan 
opens its market. 

The odds of advanced nations 
adapting to a changing world are 
higher than they were before the 
summit meeting, holding hope 
for America's own economic re- 
covery. 

In addition, foe president’s 
proposed sharp reduction in the 
budget deficit will remove a signi- 
ficant source of uncertainty about 
the stability of the woiid eco- 
nomy and aid recovery. A strong 
commitment to fiscal expansion 
in Japan and monetary easing in 
Europe could also help job 
growth in America. 

But domestic policies are also 
needed to deal with the mismatch 
between foe skills Americans 
have and the skills the economy 
requires. Here are five: a good 
basic education for all children; 
affordable college; school-to- 
work apprenticeships for young 
people who do not go on to 
college; transition help to new 
jobs for displaced workers; fife- 
time learning in foe workplace. 

This list essentially describes 
the Clinton agenda for foe work 
force. 

Some parts of it are already 
embodied in legislative initiative; 
others are still taking shape. The 
imperative of investment in the 
work force is so compelling and 
the goal of building America’s 
skill base so broadly shared that 
the debate remains remarkably 
free of partisan wrangling. 

The dosing years of this cen- 
tury and the start of foe next will . 
• be xfommated* by foe advanced j 
countries' efforts to adapt to the ! 
new economy* America enters 
this era with advantages. Our still j 
enormous wealth gives ns scope J 
for experimentation and a margin i 
for error. Economic dynamism 
and openness- to change are 
woven deep into our culture. 

Our greatest weakness has 
been the failure to invest ade- 
quately in our own learning. In 
foe emerging global, high-tech 
economy, the development of our 
human resources will be foe key 
means of creating wealth. 

The writer is U.S. secretary of 
labour. Tim article is reprinted 
from The New York Times. 
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" Why Israel’s ‘ethnic 

cle ansing * will not work 
in South Lebanon 


AFTER the Serbs have “got 
away" with the “ethnic cleans- 
ing’’ of foe Bosnian Muslims, 
foe very same tactic is now 
being used by Israel against foe 
ShTite Muslim inhabitants of 
South Lebanon; and as of 
Wednesday, foe process has 
been expanding. 

The Serbs did, at least, show 
some decency or guilt in not 
proclaiming to foe world what 
they were doing, but no less a 
person than the Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin has 
announced that he wants to 
make South Lebanon "unin- 
habitable” by sending “a flood 
of refugees*’ into Beirut. 

This tactic, that smacks of 
genocide, is working because 
foe Lebanese estimate is that 
180,000 Lebanese have been 
driven out of their homes in 
the villages and towns of the 
south by conti nous, round the 
dock artillery bombardment 
and attacks from foe air. In foe 
first three days of “Operation 
Accountability” the Israelis 
say they fired 7,000 shells into 
Lebanon. After some initial 
talk, on Sunday, of Hizbollah 
“terrorist" targets being hit, on 
Monday the Israelis admitted 
that they were aiming at "the 
outskirts" of villages and then 
on Tuesday at the centre of 
inhabited areas. No less than 
70 locations have been hit. 

Propaganda is an important 
pan of the “cleansing'' tactic: 
people are warned of coining 
attacks and are urged to leave, 
which gives a good impression 
while building up fear and get- 
ting people on foe move. One 
'“decent” aspect of Serb 
“ethnic cleansing” is that it was 
carried out by soldiers, some of 
whom could have got killed in 
foe process; Israel, being a 
“modern” state, does its 
“deansing” at long range, us- 
ing artillery and planes. 

This “ethnic deansing" is 
based on the well-known 
theory that “the people are foe 
water in - which foe guerrillas, 
the. fish, swim.” Sadrain away . 
the water and foe guerrillas 
cannot move or even thm. The 
tactic has been tried in South 
Lebanon many times before, 
but never on so large a scale 
and it has never worked and it 
■wifi not work now. Because 
after some days or weeks or 
months, the people, invari- 
ably, flow back and foe fish, 
the fighters, come back with 
them. Because foe people, 
who are mostly farmers in 
South Lebanon, have nowhere 
else to go. It is not easy to 
uproot farmers from their 
ancestral soil that they have 
tilled for generations. 

Perhaps Mr. Rabin is calcu- 
lating on rendering South 


By Robert F. Holden 

SINGAPORE — President Clin- 
ton's concept for a “New Pacific 
Community,” as demonstrated 
by Secretaiy of State Warren 
Christopher’s recent visit to Asia, 
calls for a sharing of policy ideas 
with America's Asian friends, 
according to a senior U.S. offi- 
cial. 

During a background briefing prior to his 
arrival in Singapore for the 
ASEAN Post MmjstenaJ Confer- 
ences (PMC) July 24, the offidal 
said; “We’re not just out here to 
lay out blueprints. 

“The secretary is coming out 
here — as the president did ear- 
lier in Tokyo — to listen as well 
as to propose. It is very important 
that we, both in reality and in 
style, make clear to our Asian 
friends that we want to get their 
ideas and not just lay down 
American prescriptions." the 
offidal said. 

“Yes, we'U show leadership. 
Yes, we have ideas of our own,” 
the offidal said. “But we mean it 
when we say we want to hear 
what their ideas are — to consult 
with our friends." 

The administration expects the 
secretary's appearance at the 
meeting to strike a balance be- 
tween dynamism in proposing 
ideas and being genuinely recep- 
tive to the ideas of others aad 
factoring them into U-S. policy 
decisions, the official said. 

The secretary of state is going 
to the Asia-Padfic region to be- 
gin the implementation of Presi- 
dent Clinton’s vision of a "New 
Padfic Community," to flesh out 
the economic, security and demo- 
cracy promotion themes ex- 
pounded by Che president in his 
speeches at Waseda University 
and in Korea, the offidal said. 

This is Mr. Christopher's third 
trip to the region in the past six 
months, and it is one of a series of 


‘New Pacific Community’ 
has U.S., Asia sharing ideas 


trips by senior administration 
officials that have already taken 
place, the offidal said. These 
trips, the offidal said, “underline 
the administration's interest in 
the Asia-Padfic region, the fact 
that we're going to stay on in this 
region and, indeed, that we're 
going to be playing a strong lead- 
ership role in this region. ' 

There are three components to 
this trip, the offidal said — the 
ASEAN meeting itself, the series 
of bilateral meetings that take 

6 lace on the margins of the PMC 
etween the six ASEAN mem- 
bers, seven dialogue partners and 
observers, and Mr. Christopher’s 
visit — with Under Secretary of 
Defence Frank Wisner — to Au- 
stralia. 

The United States will pursue 
its economic interests at the 
ASEAN PMC on global, regional 
and bilateral levels, the offidal 
. said. “On the global level, we're 
going to press for the successful 
conclusion of the Uruguay 
round,” the official said. 
“ASEAN is one of the major 
initiators of the Uruguay round 
and would be one of the major 
beneficiaries, so we hope that this 
conference would reinforce the 
new momentum towards conclud- 
ing foe Uruguay round by foe end 
of foe year." the offidal said. 

On the regional level, foe offi- 
dal said, Mr. Christopher will 
encourage countries to accept 
President Ginton’s invitation to 
attend an informal leadership 
conference in conjunction with 
foe U.S.-hosted Asia Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation (APEC) min- 
isterial in Seattle in November. 

On the bilateral front, the 
secretary will be pursuing U.S. 
economic interests in discussions 
with its ASEAN trade partners as 
well as with other conference 
attendees. He will also meet with 
American business leaders in the 
region, the offidal said. 


At the ASEAN PMC, the 
secretaiy of state will follow up 
on the four security-related ele- 
ments of the “New Pacific Com- 
munity.” as laid out by the presi- 
dent in his Korea speech, the 
offidal said. 

"The first one is that we will 
maintain our alliance and our 
military presence." the offidal 
said. “In ASEAN we have two 
treaty allies — the Philippines 
and Thailand — plus we have 
access agreements in foe wake of 
the Philippine bases closing 
where the ASEAN countries 
have all made available some 
fadlities. 

The second theme, the offidal 
said, is non-proliferation. “We’U 
talk about this in some of the 
conference sessions and in some 
of the individual bilateral meet- 
ings,” the offidal said. “Obvious- 
ly. this is relevant with respect to 
China and their alleged exports of 
missiles and other dangerous 
technology. It's relevant to dis- 
cussions with South Korea be- 
cause of foe North Korea nuclear 
challenge. And it’s relevant to 
our discussions with Russia 
where we’ve just had a major 
breakthrough on foe non-prolif- 
eration front.” 

ASEAN itself is important to 
foe cause of non-proliferation, 
the official said, primarily in 
areas that require export controls 
such as chemical weapons and 
electronic components for mis- 
siles. 

The third element, a new de- 
parture from the polities of past 
administrations, is regional secur- 
ity dialogue, the offidal said. 
“We will maintain our alliances 
and we will maintain a full milit- 
ary presence." the official said. 
“Regional dialogues are on top of 
those foundations. They supple- 
ment them, they do not supplant 
them." 


The offidal cautioned that the 
dialogues will not result in “in- 
stant formal security structures. 
We're talking about incremental- 
ly exploring how you can shore 
iip security in this region.” 

“Asia is not Europe," the 
offidal said. “In Asia the idea 
is not to build up blocs against a 
common threat. It’s for potential 
antagonists, for countries which 
harbour potential apprehensions 
about other countries to have a 
chance to talk to each other 
directly and try to relieve mis- 
perceptions ...(and) try to head 
off confrontation, ease tensions 
and perhaps build up confidence 
over time.” 

Southeast Asia will not neces- 
sarily be the only area where the 
United States will support such a 
framework, the offidal said. "We 
probably will need one for North- 
east Asia as well. But this one can 
cover, not only Southeast Asian 
problems, but those of the whole 
region because we have a dia- 
logue not only with the ASEAN 
countries but with the other dia- 
logue partners — Canada, Au- 
stralia. New Zealand, Korea. 
Japan, and the European Com- 
munity,” foe offidal said. 

The security issues discussed 
under this framework can also be 
djvidcd into global, regional and 
bilateral areas, the offidal said. 

Finally, the offidal said, foe 
secretary will emphasise foe high 

n the Clinton administra- 
ices on the promotion of 
democracy and human rights. 
“Each country has to find its own 
way, but there are some universal 
human rights — recently reaf- 
firmed at the Geneva conference 
— and, with respect to democra- 
cy, open sodeties make for a 
more peaceful world." foe official 
. said — United Srates Information 
Agency. 


By G.H. Jansen 

Lebanon permanently “unin- 
habitable” by smashing up the 
towns and villages so thor- 
oughly that the people will 
have nothing to come back to. 
But as long as the soil, and its 
crops, and the trees and their 
fruit remain, the people will 
return to earn their living off 
them even if it means living in 
■nuns. It has happened before 
arid people are living, per- 
manently, in ruins in Beirut. 

The blood-tally of Israel’s 
“Operation Accountability” 
after three days is 46 Lebanese 
civilians killed and over 200 
wounded; seven Israeli soldiers 
and two civilians killed and an 
unknown number wounded be- 
fore the operation. The tally is 
somewhat more equal when it 
comes to depopulation. On the 
Lebanese side, Nabatieh, a 
town of 35,000 people, is said 
to be a “ghost town,” but the 


“The tactic has been 
tried in Sooth Leba- 
non many times 
before, but never on 
so large a scale and it 
has never worked and 
it will not work now . 
Because after some 
days or weeks or 
months, the water, the 
people, in variably. 
Bow back and tbe Gsh, 
the fighters , come 
back with them. Be- 
cause the people, who 
are mostly farmers in 
South Lebanon, have 
nowhere else to go. 99 


very same words are used of 
Kiiyat Shmoneh, in northern 
Israel, and the same must be 
true of Metulla, s tanding right 
on. tbe frontier. ■ . - 

But the two population 
movements are of very diffe- 
rent significance. Shi’ites leav- 
ing the south is almost routine 
in Lebanon, but not so the' 
exodus in Israel where people 
running away are casting a vote 
of no-confidence in the Jewish 
state and its government. Par- 
ticularly sensitive is the fact' 
that the people settled in the 
north and other outlying or 
frontier areas are the darker- 
skinned, underprivileged im- 
migrants from such places as 
foe Arab countries or India or 
Ethiopia. 

So tbe Israeli propaganda is 
frying to cover up what is often 
a panic flight by presenting it 


as foe organised evacuation. qf 
tbe women and children, which 
is far from being the whole 
truth. 

The Israelis are getting away 
with foe ethnic cleansing just 
as tbe Serbs have. This is so 
because the. whole blame for 
the flare-up is being put. on i 
Hizbollah, which lolled tbe i 
seven Israeli soldiers, while do- ; 
thing is said about Resolution 
425 ordering Israel out of 
Lebanon or foe repeated offer 
by Hizbollah and ShTite poli- 
tical leaders to stop attacks on 
Israel if only it obeyed 425 and j 
got out of the so-called “secur- , 
itv zone.” | 

'This was especially notice- , 
able in statements from U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and in the Security 
Qmindl which foe U.S. has 
blocked from passing judge- 
ment. Israelis talk about the 
“dirt” of Lebanon, and yet 
refuse to pull out. This is be- 
cause Yitzhak Rabin personal- 
ly. In 1985, Israel, having got 
its fingers badly burnt in Leba- 
non, was getting out. At that 
time Mr. Rabin was minister of 
defence in a coalition cabinet 
and many people in Israel, 
including retired generals-, 
urged him to make it a dean 
and complete pull-out. Mr. 
Rabin refused and set up thdg 
nine-kilometre-wide so-called - 
“security zone” which has. 
brought nothing but insecurity 
and violence ever since. 

It is because of the. con- 
tinuing Israeli occupation of 
this part of Lebanon that no 
Lebanese can think of suppres- 
sing Hizbollah which has be- 
come foe national resistance to 
a foreign occupier. Indeed, foe 
Lebanese government has de- 
scribed that national resistance 
as both a right and a duty, 
which it is. 

How is Lebanon, and tbe 
Beirut area, coping with foe 
sudden influx of so many peo- 
ple? The burden is eased be- 
cause foe people are southern 
Shiites accustomed to moving 
back and forth. And the nor- 
mally large Shi’ite family can 
always take in more people 
“for a few days." 

What would be really serious 
would be an exodus from the 
southern dries of Tyre and 
Sidon, which is what Israel is 
threatening to bring about, 
cause, it claims, resistant^ 
groups have their bases there. 

The key factor in relations 
between Israel and Lebamm is 
Resolution 425, but Israel and 
its friends are trying to pretend 
that that resolution does not 
exist. Such moral and political 
obtuseness simply will not 
work. 
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Venezuelan soap opera — a mirror to social ills 


J>S§5sv 



? 0n or 

eade rsto?V 

mt." Vh %: 
s w as 

r 1 

ta 7 of c 

opheraudiS 

kr **s J. 

Of 


By Ga/r Begeostreif 
Reuter 

CARACAS! Venezuela (R) 
— The Venezuelan leader, 
his voice crocking with emo- 
tion, appealed on prime-time 
television tf announce he was 
stepping aide to face charges 
of corrupt on. 

“I wo Jd have preferred a 
different! death," he said. 

Dramatic stuff. But was it 
merely drama or was it real? 

It was both in Venezuela , 
where society’s ills are 
dramatised nightly in the 
wildly popular soap opera 
“ Pot Estas Calles, featuring 
corrupt politicians, judges 
and police , unethical doctors, 
drug ; dealers and petty 
thieves. 

The parting line was 
uttered by President Carlos 
Andres Perez last May after 
learning he must stand trial 


on charges of embezzlement 
and misuse of public funds. 

Days later, so did Don 
Chepe, a corrupt governor on 
’ *Por Estas Calles ” (Through 
These Streets), the hottest 
TV show in Venezuela and 
one that has been sold to 
countries ranging from Uru- 
guay to the United States and 
from Chile to China. 

It contrasts the high life of 
the corrupt and the squalor of 
the slumdweilers while inter- 
weaving comments on the 
crumbing public services that 
infuriate residents of Caracas. 

The programme, first aired 
little more than a year ago, 
serves as an outlet of emotion 
to many Venezuelans 
angered by corruption, wor- 
ried about rising crime and 
frustrated by appalling water 
and telephone service. 

The drama highlights the 
negative in this nation that 
has been gripped by political 


crisis, and social unrest’ 
sparked by austerity mea- 
sures that scapped a paterna- 
listic system of government 
handouts financed by an oil 
boom two decades ago. 

While some argue that the 
programme exaggerates the 
negative, many argue it is a 
fair mirror to society. 

Indeed , a Latin American 
diplomat, upon arriving in 
Caracas last year, was told by 
a colleague that **. Por Estas 
Calles" was a quick study on 
the natron. 

"She told me this would 
serve me better than talking 
to all the leaders and analysts 
about what is going on in the 
country, ” the diplomat recal- 
led in an interview. 

He got hooked. 

“ I always hated soap oper- 
as, ” he said. "This is a way to 
study the country. It’s all 
there. ” 

One who claims not to 


watch the programme is the 
suspended president , who 
nevertheless railed against it 
during a luncheon with a 
group of associates and 
bankers. 

"This is irresponsible. This 
is an incitation to violence, ’’ 
one guest at the luncheon, 
quoting Mr. Perez, told Reu- 
ters. 

In fact, the government 
was so irate at one point that 
it threatened to shut down 
the show, arguing chat it was 
sending "subversive" mes- 
sages. 

"Por Estas Calles ” was 
bom as a traditional soap 
opera but, before airing, the 
staff rewrote it thoroughly 
after a coup attempt against 
the Perez administration in 
February 1992. 

After the failed military 
putsch, nightly news focused 
on the political and economic 
crisis, Venezuelans tuned in 


en masse, and television pro- 
ducers took their cue to do 
the same with their soap. 

To keep ihedrama topical, 
segments are taped three or 
four days before broadcast, 
and the staff scours the head- 
lines. At least one show was 
filmed on the same day as an 
event. 

Unlike virtually ail soaps, 
which dwell heavily on love 
and lust, producers broadcast 
100 consecutive episodes of 
"Por Estas Calles" without 
treating viewers to even a 
simple kiss. 

"We have broken the 
rules, " said AJberto Giaroco, 
head of dramatic program- 
ming at Radio Caracas Tele- 
vision, which produces the 
show. 

It has worked. Half of 
Venezuelans who watch tele- 
vision at 9 p.m. tune in to 
"Por Estas Calles." 

"This is a prototype of 


Venezuelan society. This is 
the reality of the country 
said Giaroco, whose office is 
adorned with an inscription 
from Latin American inde- 
pendence hem Simon Bolivar 
which reads, "he who re- 
solves to be free is so." 

"Por Estas Calles" is likely 
to go off the air later in July 
but only because producers 
fear it will begin to become 
repetitive. 

"We want it to end on a 
high note," Giaroco’ said. 

But the programme will 
live on where it has been 
sold: Ecuador, the Domini- 
can Republic, Panama, Uru- 
guay, Argentina, Chile, Bra- 
zil, the United States, Spain , 
Italy, Germany, France, Tur- 
key, Bangladesh, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and China. 

"In Latin America the 
problems that we have are 
similar," Giaroco added. 
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Conservationists fight to save Robin Hood’s forest 


By Jeff Daeschner 
Reuter 

SHERWOOD FOREST. 
England — Robin Hood and 
his band would have a hard 
job finding a place to hide 
from the Sheriff of Notting- 
ham in Sherwood Forest 
these days . 

The forest of 500-year-old 
oaks and slender silver bir- 
ches where the legendary 
thief and his merry men used 
to live stands on the brink of 
extinction , forestry experts 
say. 

Sprawling towns and 
farms, as well as the constant 
use of the woods for recrea- 
tion , have endangered the 
forest which used to be called 
“ Shirewood ’’ because it co- 
vered most of the shire 
( county ) of . Nottingham in 
central Jfngtmd. v 

Britain 's Forestry Commis- 
sion aims to save the forest by 


planting trees to recreate the 
wood and heathlands as part 
of the country’s fight to pro- 
tect its ^endangered natural 
reserves 

A year [after launching the 
project, efforts to involve loc- 
al farmer and corporations 
have got off to a slow start. 
So far , only 500 trees have 
been pirn red, paid for by a 
Japanese company as part of 
a gentral environmental 
progranme. 

"If ve don V save the forest 
now, here won’t be much of 
it lei." said Austin Brady, 
projict director for the Sher- 
wofd Initiative. "We’re aim- 
ing to bring it back from the 
brnk. " 

Under ■ the Sherwood In- 
iiative , conservationists are 
. jtymg to work with local peo- 
ple to plant 2,000 acres (800 
r hectares ) of trees in the next 
■ JO to 20 years to unite the 


remnants of the forest's his- 
toric heath and woodlands. 

" We're not looking at 
planting vast areas of new 
forest, but rather creating 
carefully preserved areas," 
Mr. Brady said. 

The Forestry Commission 
plans to mark the latest phase of 
the Sherwood Initiative by 
opening visitors' facilities in 
one of the four remnants of 
the ancient forest. 

A fire in May — suspected 
by some as arson — des- 
troyed the main attraction, a 
newly completed £19,000 
($28,000) visitors’ centre. 

"We don’t have the money 
to rebuild. We’ll have to wait 
a while and rethink our plans 
■ (for the centre), ” Mr. Brady 
said. 

New facilities such as trek- 
king routes and o- Jkar park 
will open in a newer section 
of the forest to draw some of 


the area’s 800,000 visitors 
each year from the ancient 
Birklands Woodlands where 
Robin and his big-hearted 
fellow outlaws are reputed to 
have lived. 

Most foreign tourists visit 
the Birklands' Sherwood 
Forest County Park to see the 
oak tree where Robin and his 
men used ro bide from the 
Sheriff of Nottingham. 

Forestry experts say the 
tree, at least 500 years old 
and propped up by timbers, 
would have been at best a 
mere sapling in the early 13th 
century, when legal records 
refer to Robert Hood as a 
fugitive from justice. 

The tree, known as the 
Major Oak , is the biggest in 
Sherwood Forest and the 
1.6th large# in Britain, 
according to forestry figures . ; 
Its trunk measures 10 metres 
(33 feet)i while . the tree 


stands about 27 metres high 
and its branches spread some 
2S metres. 

Mr. Brady said the Sher- 
wood Initiative was an 
attempt to remind visitors 
that the forest was historical- 
ly much larger than the Birk- 
lands. 

It originally embraced 
most of the villages, farms, 
heaths and woodlands in Not- 
tinghamshire. covering an 
area about 32 kilometres long 
and 13 kilometres wide. 

Over the centuries, farm- 
ing and urban growth have 
taken land from the forest, 
the four fragments of which 
now cover a total of just 
10.000 acres (4,000 hectares ) 
criss-crossed by roads linking 
towns, farms, coal mines and 
an army, training ,gamp. 

. ..‘‘For a .lot. of people who 
come to the area, there’s a 
certain amount of disappoint- 


ment because the fragments 
of the forest don’t live up to 
their expectations ,’’ Mr. 
Brady said. 

The project’s long-term 
goal is ro adapt Sherwood’s 
tourist appeal to its modem 
use as a site for lumber pro- 
duction, wildlife preservation 
and recreation, including 
cycling, trekking, and car ral- 
lying. 

"When you’re talking ab- 
out woods and forests and 
you ask someone to name a 
forest , they usually think of 
Sherwood Forest. Because 
it's so well known. Sherwood 
should be a shining example 
of wbat forests are like, ” Mr. 
Brady said. 

He added that be expected 
it will be 10 years before 
visitors nqtice a. difference in 
0e.for^..."lt'sgoing.to he a 
long process, but it’s good to 
v- get it started, " he said. 
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The Passionate Atachment: America's 
Involvement Withlsrael, 1947 to the present 

By George W. Ball aid Douglas B. Ball 
W.W. Norton, New prk 1992. $24.95. 

George Ball is one o America’s few diplomats who qualify 
as a true statesman His wise counsel helped guide U.S. 
policy in rcbuildin- Europe after World War II, aided 
President Kenned} during the Cuban missile crisis, and 
personified the hunane side of America as ambassador to 
the United Natiois. Most notably, as undersecretary of 
state in the Kennedy and Johnson administrations , his was 
a lonely voice in tpposing America’s growing involvement 
in Vietnam. Sub a distinguished background makes 
George Ball’s vews eagerly sought. 

But not so hislatest book. The Passionate Attachment, 
written with his lisronan son, Douglas. The reason for this 
sudden shunnitg of one of America’s most honoured 
figures is not h-sd to find. Ball is a trenchant critic of the 
United States ’ excessive-support of Israel, which he com- 
pares to the j passionate attachment ’’ toward another 
country that Deorge Washington warned against two 
centuries ago. In the same way that Ball once alerted the 
nation to the! angers of involvement in Vietnam, he now 
cautions in tijs illuminating book against America’s uncri- 
tical support of Israel. 

The Passim ate Attachment provides on extraordinarily 
insightful examination of how Israel has managed to 
influence US. policy since 1947. Only President Eisenhow- 
er stands oil in this sad survey as an American leader with 
the grit to tand for principle against Israeli violations of 
intemationd law. But, notes Ball: "Until 1992 , these were 
the last ocosions on which America acted incisively toward 
Israel. ’’ . 

Ball pohts out that now is an opportune time to correct 
U.S. polic towards Israel and the Arab states. Gone is the 
absurd raionale that Israel is a "strategic ally" since Soviet 
penetratim of the Middle East is no longer a worry. What 
is needei now , Ball concludes, is for the U.S. to join the 
other foir Permanent Members of the Security Council — 
Britain,' China, France and Russia — and adopt an 
omnibu: resolution that would encapsulate the world’s 
positior. on the fundamental issues of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict The granting of self-determination to the Palesti- 
nians , Mowing Jerusalem to be the seat of government for 
both faiestine and Israel, ending Israel’s occupation of 
Arab hnd, eliminating Jewish settlements in the occupied 
territoies or placing settlers under Palestinians law, 
demiliarising the Golan Heights and the Jordan Valley, 
and lifting the Arab boycott against Israel. 

Bal concludes his book with an eloquent reminder that 
such ictions demand implementation because "no country 
can pssibly reconcile its concern for liberty and human 
rightswith the continued mistreatment of die Palestinian 
peopk , whose only crime is their desire for self-determina- 
tion Middle East International. 



ffmim’s mMm 


Am ©I&jjmgtiwm 


■T 


James Abourezk 


Arab Voices: The Human Rights Debate In 
The Middle East 

By Kevin Dwyer 

Routledge, London. 1991, £10.99 

Kevin Dwyer has good reason to be interested in human 
rights issues , given bis long association with Amnesty 
International. He has equally good reason to be acutely 
concerned with cultural expression in the Middle East and 
North Africa, given his background as an anthropologist 
and a leading exponent of "dialogics", the view that 
sociological and anthropological investigation is a cultural 
confrontation in which the attitudes and conclusions of 
both cultures are simultaneously open to question. Both ' 
these interests come together in this excellent book, which 
belies its title and is far more wide-ranging in its subject 
matter. 

The book is really based on North Africa, on the three 
countries of Egypt, Tunisia and Morocco. This is partly 
because of the author’s own preferences and because these 
three countries are among the freest societies in the region 
and thus are the easiest for Western access and investiga- 
tion. Its real subject is not just the “human rights debate ’’ 
but much wider cultural attitudes relating to the role of 
religion, to concepts of individual freedom, the role of 
women and human rights as conveniently understood in the 
West. It contrasts indigenous news of these concepts with 
indigenous attitudes towards Western interpretations of 
them , at a time when it is Western values that are being 
imposed worldwide. The book , true to its implicit theore- 
tical assumptions, does not try to draw explicit conclusions; 
instead it contrasts different views from a wide range of 
commentators who are often quoted at length. 

The result is a compendium of attitudes and views that 
are of vital importance to anyone concerned with under- 
standing such issues in a Middle Eastern context. Its 
commentators are drawn from Islamidsts, orthodox Mus- 
lims, secularists and the new technocrats and intellectuals 
of the region. Their views may well be open to criticism, 
but at least they are available for criticism. In any case , the 
very fact that they have been recorded by a sympathetic, 
albeit critical, observer makes it clear that many indigenous 
views deserve a far more serious and sympathetic bearing 
than they have received to date. In a world where 
Eurocentrism has acquired renewed respectability in recent 
years, such objective treatment of Muslim and Middle 
Eastern feelings is all the more important and worthwhile 
— Middle East International. 


Georg* Joffe 


Reconstruction And Regional Diplomacy In 
The Persian Gulf 

Edited by H. Amirahmadi And N. Entessar 
Routledge, London 1992, £35 

Here is a mixed bag of ten studies about Iran, its domestic 
condition and international relations, contributed mostly 
by Iranian academics and other scholars in American 
institutions. They deal chiefly with development since the 
Islamic revolution, the foundation of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council and the war against Iraq ; but some, evidently 
written before Desert Storm and the fall of Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, are a little dated already. 

Since the revolution, according to Dr. Amirahmadi 
(Rutgers University), the extraordinary course of events 
has been largely “ unfavourable for Iran’s long-term de- 
velopment and standing among the community of nations. " 
His copious statistics of direct and indirect economic 
damage of revolution, war and earthquake are indeed 
appalling. In an economy which is neither frce-market nor 
planned he lists crippling imbalances of demand and 
supply, expenditure and income, labour and employment, 
and growth and available technology. 

To deal with this catastrophic situation be observes that 
President Hasbemi Rafsanjani "has been steadily moving 
away from ideology towards more pragmatism"; he quotes 
the foreign minister on a " new order ” in which "economic 
considerations overshadow political priorities"; and notes 
signs that the chief of the Planning and Budget Organisa- 
tion looks to a free-market system and the director of the 
Central Bank to foreign investment. The author himself 
would like to see an " Iranian perestroika ”, a quest for 
friendship in the West, and the return, for example, of 
some of the two million Iranians who have left Iran since 
the fall of the shah. As to international relations. Dr. 
Ebteshami (Exeter) believes that "Islamic" foreign policy 
is now "up for modernisation" and that "the pragmatist 
line is winning.” 

Such a development, of course, is to be wished. But both 
these observers are aware of bitter resistance on the part of 
leaders like Ali Akbar Mobtashemi and Ahmad Khomeini 
and their followers. And, in bis paper on the American 
connection. Dr. Miiani (South Florida), blaming the errors 
of the U.S. , as Iranians tend to do, for whatever has 
recently happened, recalls that Iran’s Islamic Revolution, 
however sour it has turned, was " one of the most popular 
revolutions of our time. ’’ 

But why is Iran particularly prone to revolution in the 
first place? Trying to answer that question. Professor Nikki 
Keddie (California) disengages cultural , economic and 
political factors, reverting to Zoroaster, the Shi’ites and the 
Qajars , but draws attention , in reference to the recent 
revolution, to special elements of disaffection amongst 
students, urban terrorists, the bazaar, and radical clerics 
excited by the agitation of Ayatollah Khomeini. 

Such a pity that most of these essays, laced with 
hackneyed jargon and mixed metaphors and sprinkled with 
misprints , are so badly written — Middle East Interna- 
tional. 
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APOLOGETIC JUSTICE: In this space hsc week. — tele 
the story of a journalist whose life wes complicate f by 
than mere threats. A warning bullet wasslici ?. r . ike 
of his bedroom in his Amman home. The jounciis; fv rr.-: 
only have to suffer through this ordeal. cspccUT. : :r 
9-month-old baby was in the room 2 : the time. b'S. 
to Caste 3 bit of the medicine of thewe v. j-j. - v. v ; , v - 
comprehend democracy. He withstood Y.‘ - 

officer at the Preventive Security Docor:rr.±r : »: . . r . . e 
attempting to report the problem. Bur i: ^ .;;V 7 

had a happy ending, since a senior orilcL. :r :.\v d. p Ar- 
men t called Mr. Ramadan Raivashceh at ti s AJiciE 
weekly offices and formally apologised for j E:.:: bur of 
the officer. According to Kir. "Rawashdei.. official 
described the incident as the "unilnt-r^I : ;:cl lt rr d 

behaviour of one person who v.-as r.o : tl-.'t 
department’s views. Mr. Rawashd.'h 
with the apology. As for the case i:-e!f. it c:=.~ts . .. it ha- 
been registered against “ unknc: :, ; per*o:.*‘ 
sufficient evidence. 


GOOD-BYES AND HELLOS: Eric G^udir , j, thirds : r.yo, 
at the American embassy in Amman. 
many parties in bis honour as he bade tc:c :o v.-V. : ;. ; 

in our capital before heading to his next pest it. . .fp.f ■. 
Barring the public complication of his much 
meeting with Hamas in Amman, his posting he/e er. ^.en- 
tered very few snags. And to attest :c his good r,~.c:e o.nc 
efficiency, his farewells appear to have r. 7 res yi:o for 
the moment while Mr. Gaudiosi awaits the vLft o: or: 
unexpected fan. The wife of U.S. Secr. -i.ry of Store 
Warren Christopher, sources tell the Diary, was s j pleas 
with Mr. Gaudiosi 's handling of their earlier trip in ntmr.r. 
that she requested that he extend his stay »> Jordan trtf.ii 
her trip here next month ends. He might he happy wirr the 
extra time with Amman friends, ’cut i: is yet irr, decided 
whether bis time with Mrs. Christopher v/f.i inclaJ? :: trig 
to the city of Petra — Mrs. Christopher hopes i: v r.i be 
included in her itinerary — which may mean sr. overrighr 
stay for the Christophers in Amman. 7 ha Christophers Ire 
expected to arrive here on Aug. -1 end. being the lari leg c; 
their Middle East tour , many of there familiar with hor-’ : 
diplomacy works expea that Mrs. Christopher •rill ge: her 
trip to the rose city 0 / Petra and a taste cf fir. Caedlasi's 
efficiency. 

fr £ 7 1* 

HAPPY BEGINNING AND ENDING: At the beginning of • 
the month, this column reported that s Jorder.ltui under- '■ 
going medical treatment in England was exempted from 
paying one of his medical bills because his doctor halo Hie • 
Majesty King Hussein in high regard. The patient. Raja: 
Matalka , was being treated by a Dr. Nc i/man Toiler, ivho , 
was being assisted by an Iraqi doctor called Raed Kashin:. 
This story, it transpired, has a nice beginning bod: here in . 
Amman at a much earlier date. Dr. Hsrhsm. we are told. ! 
was helped by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Kcssnn to \ 
see his family in Amman during the Gulf war. A: i he time, 1 
Dr. Hashem was a student of medicine in England and was j 
unable to return to Baghdad and see his family for a period ■ 
of five years. Upon hearing of bis story. Crown Prince ■! 
Hassan arranged for both Dr. Hashem and his family ir. i 
Iraq to be brought ro Amman where the family was able to 1 
spend a few weeks with Dr. Hashem. According i-j the | 
source who tipped us off this happy beginning. "Jordanian i 
kindness and Hashemite generosity... do r.o: go un- : 
noticed." And as if to reiterate this point. Mr. Mate! tie’s • 
relatives tell us that His Majesty King Kusseir. responded j 
to the reporting of Dr. Newman and Dr. Nashom’s j 
generosity by ordering the payment of all Mr. Mutcika h 
other outstanding medical bills. 



By Lauran Neergaard 
The Associated Press 

ATHENS. Ga. — Scientists 
are still baffled about why- 
black Americans die faster 
from heart disease than their 
white counterparts. But a 
new study attempts for the 
first time to find possible 
physical causes of the 
problem. 

"We think the common 
denominator is the blood ves- 
sel itself,’’ said Dr. Randall 
Tackett of the University of 
Georgia, who is conducting 
the study. “But no one has 
really looked at blood vesscl- 
s...to explain the difference 
between black and white pa- 
tients. ’’ 

Heart disease is the na- 
tion’s No. 1 killer, causing 
about half a million deaths 
each year. Black men have a 
39 per cenr higher rate of 
death from cardiovascular 
disease than white men. The 
risk is even higher for black 
women — 68 per cent over 
white women. 

Blacks die of heart disease 
much faster than whites. 
Even minor hardening of the . .. 
arteries can be fatal, and 
blacks are more prone to 
debilitating high blood 
pressure. 

Doctors don’t know why . 
In women, they think hor- 
mones certainly play a role. 
And they suspect some of the 
difference results from higher 
poverty rates among black 
Americans. 

But those theories are _ 


n -T~- 

ll&AA a 

based only on surveys cf peo- 
ple’s habits anti medical re- 
cords, and most of that re- 
search was done primarily on 
white males. Experts say Dr. 
Tackett is the tirsi :c search 
for a physical cause for heart 
disease’s racial disparity. 

"Knowing at the cellular 
level or ar the vascular level if 
there are in fact differences 
— that woe id be very impor- 
tant, "said Dr. Richard ffratt, 
a professor at Stanford Uni- 
versity. 

£:’s extremely difficult to 
find living human tissue. 
much icss experiment with 11 . 
Dr. Pratt said. Among the 
few scientists who have done 
so are Stanford researchers 
trying to determine why heart 
bypasses often ndeg. 

To compare blacks' and 
whites dead vcss;.s, 
Tackett takes tissue from 
heart-bypass operations 
the Medical College of 
Georgia. 

The Medical College does 
about 250 bypasses a year, 
half cn black patients. Dr. 
Tackett expects to compare 
tissue from about 6CQ pa- 
tients, black sod white, in tiie 

"nexi.thne years. 

He's not sure vrhci to ex- 
pect. Stack ' patients’ ciocti 
vessels maybe raore sensitive 
to stress. They may need 
different cor educations ci 
medicines to fend off l ear; 
disease. They may lack the 
chemicals needed' to break 
down free radicals, ii:c des- 
tructive molecules that floct 
through people’s bodies. 
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Mind your language 




By Jean-Chmdm Ettas 

WnnJ Processing (WP) programmes on Personal Compu- 
ters (PC) are replacing the traditional typewriter in most 
offices and even in households, reducing it to an en- 
dangered species. 

, fa the past ten years , office equipment manufacturers 
nave designed advanced typewriters, with memory, soph- 
isticated functions and a wide palette of type styles , in an 
attempt to catch up with PC based WP. Alas, for each step 
typewriters were taking , WP software took ten. Today's 
WP p rogrammes are infinitely superior to even the best 
dedronic typewriter and not much more expensive. 

WP is, by latgc, the main reason why private users buy 
PCs. The three most popular programmes — MS-Word,- 
WordPerfect and WordStar — share a market estimated at 
tens of millions of dollars a year. The possibilities they offer 
are enormous and a single operator generally , will never 
need all the features built in the system. They go from a 


chip talk 



simple letter to your grandpa's to a professionally edited 
ana illustrated publication. 


and illustrated publication. 

Among all these facilities that I do not plan to detail 
here, one is particularly impressive — the Spell Check. At 
any moment, while you are typing your text, you can 
require this function to check the correct spelling of your 
words. And it does it well, provided... 

As it is always the case with computers, nothing is 
instant, immediate or straightforward. In order to use the 
Spell Check efficiently, you have to set it according to your 
needs. This means that you have to specify the way you 
want it to work. 

for the English language for instance, you must indicate 
whether you want the English or the American spelling. 
You also huve to decide if you want the words checked 


Software designers have thought of this and offer the 
user , within the Spell Check, the possibility to add bis or 
her own words. If you type “ Al Rai " and your Spell Check 
flashes on it, indicating that it didn't recognise the word, 
you just press one button that saves this new word on the 
bard disk, embedding it in the programme's internal 
dictionary. The next time you type “ Al Rai" the WP won't 
consider it as a typing error. 

As great as this can be, if you type a lot of foreign or 
special words, it can be very tiresome to keep adding new 
words to tbe WP dictionary. Nothing is perfect. 

One thing the Spell Check won't do is to verify the 
grammar of your sentences. It will consider “I swim in tbe 
see" correct for it can't make the difference between “ 'see ” 
and “sea" in such a case. This is where the Grammar Check 


first time. Unless of course you decide, later on, to change 
some point in tbe settings. 

Another decision you have to make is to let the system 


verify or on tbe contrary, ignore all fully capitalised words 
or those that only start with a capital letter. This point is 


important since names of people and places do not follow 
strict rules and are therefore difficult to check. If the 


computer can tell whether Washington or Jordan are 
correctly written, for they are well known names, it won't 
“ understand " names like Zerqa or Nabil for example. 


conies. 

Introduced only three or four years ago, the Grammar 
Check is far from being perfect yet. While some software 
have a built-in grammar facility, Grammatik TV, an 
independent programme, can be added to your favourite 
WP in order to scrutinise your sentences. It works well, up 
to a certain point. More than actually correcting your 
grammar, it scans your text and, depending on its nature 
(business letter, personal letter, essay , poem, report, ...) 
tells you bow you are doing, if your paragraphs are too 
long, too short, if your sentences are easy to read and 
understand, if your punctuation is correct, and so on. 

When the Grammar Check is fine tuned and becomes as 
performing as tbe Spell Check is now, writing will be a 
painless undertaking for those who had problems writing to 
their boss and begging for a raise. As for those dying to ask, 
the answer is yes — I write “Chip Talk" using one of these 
WP programmes, with its Spell Check, but not its 
Grammar Check. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 




By MMohammad A. Sbuqair 


BELIEVE rr OR NOT 


YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 


& Three cyclists from India-Adi B. Hakim, Jal P. Bapaso- 
!a and Rustom I. Bhumgara circled the world in a period 
of 4 years , 5 months, 3 days covering 44,000 miles (Oct. 
15, 1923-March 18-1928). 


•ft -tr if Ir Jr 


ir The longest wrestling match — AJfDavey of England 
wrestled John Shea 1116 hours before a fall. (Michigan- 
1908) 


fr •& fr ir -fr 


WATER: (Clear) comfort and happiness: (dirty) sorrow 
and trouble: (stagnant) severe illness , probably endingwith 
death:' (very coTd)heware of enemies; (hot} illness: (seeing' ■ 
in improbable placesorarcumstahces) trouble and danger 
(dried up or disturbed) an improvement in affairs: (gushing 
up from below) a sign of unexpected enemies; (carrying it 
in a sieve or other unlikely receptacle without spilling) 
much domestic trouble, disappointment, great losses: 
(another person doing so) good luck to the dreamer or to 
that person , or good luck to tbe dreamer in connection with 
that person: (drinking clear water) a lucky sign, comfort 
and satisfaction. 


-fr William Bolton of Harewood, England hiked 400 miles 
for exercise 10 times each year for tbe last 10 years of his 
life — until his death at tbe age of 80. 


# -A- -fr 
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KEY: Receipt of money. (For young people) a good and 
handsome partner in life: (bolding a key) settlement of 
business perplexities: (lost key) anger, worry and want. 


it Louis Cyr, a famous Canadian strongman lifted 545 
pounds with one finger. 
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BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


fr A prize tight in Virginia City, Montana, between Con 
Orem and Hugh O'Neill lasted 193 rounds and was 


Hatshepsut 


Orem and Hugh O'Neill lasted 193 rounds and was 
finally declared a draw because of darkness. 
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LET’S LEARN ARABIC 


Useful expressions 


Take a seat. 

Come in! 

It's cheap. 

It's too expensive. 
That's all. 

You’re right. 
You're wrong. 

It’s funny. 

It’s good. 

It’s not true. 

I understand. 
Certainly. 
Certainly not 


Iflcss- 
Odkbol. 
Rakbees. 
GhaBjiddan. 
Yakfi/Kifaya 
Dots aia haq/Inta ala sawab. 

Intaghaltan. 
Shay mod’bak. 
Kway’yes/Zain. 
Ghair sahib. 
Anafahnun. 
BH'ta'keed. 
Ghair mo’akkad. 


Tbe queen of tbe 18th Egyptian dynasty who died C 
1481. She was the daughter of Thutmose I. She reigned 
with her half-brother Thutmose HI. She concentrated on 
keeping peace and building the country's economy. She 
constructed a magnificent temple at Deir El Bahr beside 
the Nile near Thebes. She was married to Thutmose II, on 
whose accession (1516 B.C.) she became the real ruler. On 
his death she acted as regent for bis son, Thutmose JH, 
then had herself crowned as pharaoh. Maintaining the 
fiction that she was male, she was represented with the 
•regular pharaonic attributes, including a beard. To avenge 
himself from Hatshepsut , Thutmose m destroyed more 
than 100 statues of hers, besides other monuments erected 
in her great temple. 
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PUZZLES 


Arrowords 


H- Hr & Hr Hr 


EACH arrow points to the beginning of tbe word 
answering the appropriately numbered clue. Tbe words 
extend from arrow to arrow , the final letter of one word 
becoming tbe first letter of tbe next. 

Write your solutions clockwise into tbe “target", and 
remember, only the twelve letters in the lower diagram are 
to be used. 


TIME FOR FUN 


Nancy was having coffee with Helen. 

Nancy asked: “ How do you know your husband loves 
you?” 

“He takes out the garbage every morning. ” 

“ Thai r. not love. That’s good, housekeeping. ” 

“My husband gives me all the spending money I need. ” 
“That's not love. That's generosity.” 

“My husband neve?- looks at other women." 

“Thai's not love: That’s poor vision." 

“John always opens the door for me. " 

“That’s not love. That’s good manners. ” 

“John teres me even when Pve eaten garlic and / have 
c &ters in . ,; y hair." 

“Now, that’s love" 



Perspire. 


Latin-American dance 


Donkey. 
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Visa to hell 


ByE. Yaghi 

Abdul Rahman contemplated a pilgrimage to Mec^,but 
he had a problem. Who could he leave his Amaneh {trust 


religious man and a friend ot mine as wen. i am pwur* 
that my trust will be safe with him." 

So, Abdul Rahman left his trust with Zaki and went for 
tbe pilgrimage in Mecca feeling quite secure that he left his 
property with the most suitable person that he knew. After 
a month’s time and tbe successful completing of ms holy 
journey, Abdul Rahman returned home and celebrated the 
occasion of his return by receiving guests who welcomed 
and congratulated him. When the visitors stopped coming 
and Abdul Rahman had a chance to recover from all the 
exciting events, be remembered the property that he had 
left for safe-keeping with his friend. “ I must go and ask for 
the trust and also see how Zaki is doing. 

So, on a bright sunny day when life seemed very 
promising, Abdul Rahman set out to visit bis friend. “ lam 
young, have a good job, have gone to Haj and now I want 
to marry. My trust will pay all my expenses and will enable 
me to settle down with a nice girl. " 

He approached bis friend's house and knocked on tbe 
door. A young man answered and said: “Yes, may I help 
you?” 

Abdul Rahman replied, “Sal am aleikum! Is Zaki avail- 
able? I am a friend of his and before I went to Haj, I left my 
Amaneh with him.” 

But Abdul Rahman became very disappointed when 
Zaki’s son said that while Abdul Rahman was gone to the 
pilgrimage, his father had died and that he knew nothing 
about any trust or where his father may have put it. He bad 
lost a friend and also his trust. . Now be could not get 
married for 'a long time to come. What could he do? He 
decided at last to go and ask a sheikh's advice. 

Tbe sbeikh told him: “Go to tbe Zam Zam Well in 


Mecca, perform ablation and pray two ra^fyourffemi 
isTmember of Heaven, then bis soul mil iar to yoUmM 
you can ask him whatever you wanf. \ 

* Abdel Rahman felt he had hole cho,ce\o be wxfg 
Mecca, performed ablation and prayed fVo rakat^lfe 
wJted dm! waited but Zaki s soul did notjpme Agmn, 
veiy disappointed, he returned home and meat 
Jheikh andreported what happened. I did what you : s£S' 

forehead knitted in wrinkles and with seeepng effoiihe 
softly spoke: “ You never know. Perhaps you; ffiend igiot 
of the community of Heaven. He might jrt be qgtht 
citizens of Hell. Go to a certain ancient ^lmYemot f 
perform ablution and pray two rakat. If your friend is&ona 

Hell, he will appear to you." \ . 

What choice did be have? Abdul Rahmmiw&it to 
Yemen and to the designated well, made ablation apd 
prayed two rakat. Not much later, Zakis soul apkewedjo 

J . . rr A l I..1 Dahmari a/msief rnnkerd. HA felt thr* 


prayea two rv&ai. jw — — . . : VJYT7~J~. 

him. At Brat, Abdul Rahman almost choked. Hi felt da 

. I _ ... _ £ l:. LJ«r hon/TC 


colour drain out of his face. His hands felt &ld And they 
shook. He stuttered when he first s poke, But..f^.^, ’ 
what I mean is, where did you put my Amaneh?’ . _ 

A voice replied which seemed like a moaning fcho, 3 
buried it under the apple tree in my backyard? ’ 

“But. why, O, Zaki. Why are you in hell? You were so^ 
good and religious? I even trusted you with all my Worldly 

property !" \ . 1 

Before he disappeared forever, the apparition of 
nothingness shid in a sorrowful echo: “ Because I did not 
visit Selat Al Rahem (female relatives . especially those 
closest such as sisters, mother and daughters). So beware - 
that you do not commit the same offense. All men's deeds, 
are measured by their intentions. Religion is never just 
following spec ific rules and ignoring others. It is a hfestyle 
that enters the mind, soul and heart and becomes a practice 
that enlighten, not only the doer, but the receiver as well. ” 


By Christopher Bines 

Agence France Presse x 


ALA MED A , Ca li fornia 
— It may only be 
fiction for now, but the gene- 
tically engineered dinosaurs 
that wreak mayhem in the' 
blockbuster film Jurassic 
Park are based on some mea- 
sure of scientific possibility. 
This raises the question: If 
you can build a better dino- 
saur, should you? 

A theme underlying the 
Sim’s snazzy special effects is 
the dilemma of unbridled 
genetic research, driven by 
pure profit, leading to biolo- 
gical disaster. 

“The work is uncontrol- 
led, ” wrote Jurassic Park au- 
"tbor and^ y^yskdmrr Michael 
' Crichton m the book's intrb- 
duetjon ;. “No fine supervises 
it No' federal law regulates it 
There is no coherent govern- 
ment policy, in America, or 
elsewhere in tbe world.” 

Genetic researchers are 
standing on the brink of a 
biological revolution that 
some say could have a pro- 
found effect on the evolution 
of man himself. 

“Tbq technology is much 
further along than the public 
knows about or the public 
debate , ” said Jeremy Rifkin, 


Jurassic Park 
raises ethical 


question 




director of the Foundation of 
Economic Trends, a 
Washington D. C. -based 
■group that advocates stricter, 
regulation of biotechnology. 

“ The environmental ques- 
tions are profound, such as' 
manipulating the genetic 
code^-We-have^der^uIated- 
tec^^t^^'re^futiqn. T.JL 1 

For now, tbe research is 
limited to making tpmatoes 
that withstand bruising, fish 
that spawn quickly, cows that 
produce more milk and medi- 
cines to treat pr viously in- 
curable diseases. 

But advances may soon 
give scientists tbe tools to do 
more, such as alter the gene- 
tic makeup of man or intro- 
duce new types of animals 
into the environment. 

‘There is no process for 
assessing the risk before 
these animals are released 


into tbe environment, ” said 
since it affects suo? a wide 
array of industries, horn agri- 
culture and consumer pro- 
ducts to health care, tie over- 
sight is divided up \mong 
several federal agenrik. 

Even the U.S . government 
adkn^wledges tbe lack cf an 
o vcmll regulatory agency 
- - " Because biotechnology 
consists of processes that 
integrated in research aid 
production by a variety tf 
industries, the govemmen 
does not classify biotechnolok 
gy as a separate industry \ 
...nor collect specific produc- 
tion employment, trade or 
(research and development) 
data, ” according to a report 
released earlier this year by 
tbe U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 

But products derived from 
biotechnology research are 


Jane Rissler, a biotechnology 
specialist with tbe National 
Wildlife Federation. “We < 
have to start thinking of the 
impacts of that. " ■ ^ 

Some regulation &§,' 
biotechnology does exist, but 
expected to reach $4 billion 
in sales this year in the Un- 
ited States alone, up from 
$350 million in 1986, accord- 
ing to tbe Commerce Depart- 
ment. Tbe industry is also 
expected to grow ffom 15 to 
20 per cent annually over the. 
next five years. 

Eric Christensen, a spokes- 
man for the Biotechnology 
Industry Organisation , which 
represents many of the U.S. 
biotechnology companies, 
said public confidence in tbe 
new technology is vital to 
continued .growth in the in- 
dustry. 

“We’ve never shied away 
from regulation, ” Mr. Christ- 
ensen said. “We certainly 
want to make sure that it 
protects the needs of the pub- 
lic, but at the same timc, A 
ii doesn't kill tbe industry 
\ Jurassic Park , he said, 
p nice piece of fiction and 
)othingmore. “Jurassic Park 
V s about as much to do witir 
Bptecbnology as Star Wars 
hid to do with space tedwol- 
he added. 
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JTV CHANNEL 2 




WEEKLY PREVIEW 




Thursday, July 29 Saturday, July 31 Monday, Aug. 2 


9:30 A\Kind Of Magic 


Too Close For Comfort 


Tenant's Anyone 


8:30 Wacky World 
9:00 Perspective 


8G0 Golden Girls 


10:00 tews In Engtisl 


9:10 Quantum Leap 


9:30 Varieties 


hhOO News In E nglish 


10:00 News In English 


Dorothy hires a nurse to take 
care of her mother Sophia. 
The girls do not like tbe 
nurse, so they ask her to quit, 
but she refuses. 


10:20 Future Film ■ 
No Mori My Lady 


Starring: \)aniel J. 7 
and Shellfy Winters 


10:20 Feature FBm — Com- 
mon Ground 


Starring: Sean McCann and 
Richard Thomas 


10:20 Feature F8m — In Tbe 
Eyes of A Stranger 


9:10 Thirtysomething 
Nancy’s Mom 


Starring: Richard Anderson 
and Justine Bateman 


Friday, July 30 


8:30 Head Of The Class 


Mr. Moore gets romantic 
poetry messages in tbe mail 
and be tries to find the lady 
who sent them. 


A girl by the name of Lynn 
finds one million dollars in 
cash hidden by a big gang in 
an old deserted factory. Lynn 
asks the police to protect her 
from the gang. 


Nancy and Eliott are trying 
successfully to bridge the 
gapt- and break the ice in 
their relationship, but Nan- 
cy s mother feels quite dif- 
ferently. 


When Lei\, a tempe 
tal fU m sAr who h, 
turned 40, k found di 
after a bingtat drinks 
and hystenk everyoi 
sumes siiicice. 


10:00 News In English 

10:20 Colombo 


9:10 Reasonable Doubts Sunday, Aug. f 


No Time To Die 


8:30 Night CoU 
The Night Offl 
9:10 Tbe Story ftfH 


After Math 


Kay gets raped by one of her 
friends , a policeman, and 
Tessa helps her in forcing the 
policeman to confess. 


8£0 Step By Step 


10MI News hi English 


Lena runs in the elections for 
the presidency of the Student 
Council. Her campaign is a 
uttle weak so JT runs against 
her and wins. 


wedH? e “ abducted on her 
weddmg night , and to her 

S SC She -* nds 

wedding awaiting her. 


From “B” Movil 
buster 


This episode 
B movies. 


Tuesday, Aug. 3 


10:00 News In 


10:20 Ecboe 


Clair keeps studying at the 
University of Dublin , and 
doesn't care about her social 
life. 


9:i0 Tbe Trials Of Life. 
10:00 News In English 
10:20 French Series 


8:30 Detectives 
Strangers In Paradise 
9:00 Faces And Places 


10:20 Mini Series 

Of Midnight 


Starring: Omar 
Jane Seymour 


C°ste's wife and 
find ont an £j, e , 
Uosta is hiding. 


1 





Arts & Fashion 



Jagger at 50 — middie age catches up with Jumping Jack Flash 
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Mick Jagger 


By Peter Miilership 
Reuter 

LONDON — Mick Jagger, 
50 this month and already a 
grandfather, may like to see 
himself as the Peter Pan of 
rock. But today's teenagers 
don't share their parents’ 
adulation. 

"‘He's married to that mod- 
el Jerry Hall," said 14-year- 
old Annika Gregson. "He’s 
probably 50-something . He 
looks it. ” Asked to name a 
record by the Rolling Stones, 
she echoed the response of all 
the teenagers canvassed: "I 
haven’t got a due." 

Jagger, who reached his 
half century on July 26, is 
older than U.S. President Bill 
Ointon. His pouting, mic- 
rophone-swinging swagger 
still fills stadiums, predomi- 
nantly with middle-aged 
groovers. 


"They want you to be tike 
you were in 1969 Jagger 
once said in a rare aside on 
age, not his pet topic. “ They 
want you to, because other- 
wise their youth goes with 
you. Jt’s very selfish but it's 
understandable. ” 

The dreamy Stones Hyde 
Park free concert, the stab- 
bing to death of a youth by 
Hell’s Angels at a concert in 
California, Jjgger’s arrest for 
drugs and his wedding to 
Nicaraguan beauty Bianca 
Perez Afadas provided en- 
during memories for a gen- 
eration. 

"Mick Jagger was the six- 
ties,” said journalist Barry 
May, who wrote the first 
review of a Stones concert 
played in the backroom of a 
London pub. "People see 
him as an icon of that age. 
They see themselves re- 
flected in him." 

There was a time when 


every British party or dis- 
cotheque produced exhibi- 
tionists pantomiming Jagger's 
movements while his sybari- 
tic lifestyle and lyrics on sex 
and drugs fascinated teena- 
gers and shocked parents. 

"If Jagger were an actor or 
a politician his half century 
would pass with relatively lit- 
tle comment," said writer 
Adam Sweeting. "But Jagger 
still carries the burden of the 
sixties generation that be- 
lieved it was creating a new 
world order." 

With the Beaties long gone 
and other 60s successes burnt 
out or forgotten, the Rolling 
Stones, now a colossal busi- 
ness enterprise, have become 
the grand old men of rock — 
an image that would have 
horrified the 60s rebels. 

Rock critics are asking just 
how long Jagger can carry on 
strutting his stuff without 
looking ridiculous and when 


he will come up with a new 
record to rival Rolling Stones 
classics such as Satisfaction, 
Brown Sugar and Jumping 
Jack Flash. 

May , whose review Bred 
the interest of the main- 
stream music press in the 
Stones which led to their 
success, said: “ Now business 
clients are taken to Stones 
concerts as if they were Hen- 
ley (rowing regatta ) or Ascot 
(horse races)." 

Like many of his genera- 
tion, , May asked: “Why does 
he need to do it? It can’t be 
the money. There must be 
some sort of other need. Pub- 
lic adulation?" 

At 26, Jagger famously 
said: “ When I’m 33, I quit. 
That’s the time when a man 
has to do something else. I 
don’t want to be a rock and 
roll singer all my life. " But at 
50, Jagger’s energy surprises 
even his most devoted fans. 


His age is a sensitive issue 
and guests at a lavish party 
this month were told it was to 
celebrate Bastille Day and to 
dress in French Revolution 
style. It was definitely not the 
Mick Jagger birthday 
party. 

One close friend told the 
Daily Mail Jagger was paia- 
noid about the birthday: 
"He’s concerned about the 
opening of Jurassic Park and 
people might start calling him 
the dinosaur of rock which is 
what happened when the film 
opened m America." 

With his craggy face and 
famous tips, Jagger, whose 
fortune is about $135 million, 
was recently described by col- 
umnist Adam Edwards as 
like "a trendy , well-pre- 
served senior executive of a 
successful company. ” 

The 60s bad boy who dab- 
bled in magic and androgyny 
is now one of Britain ’s richest 


men and a bastion of respec- 
tability. With houses in Man- 
hattan, Mustique , London 
and France, he is — to quote 
a Jagger lyric “ a m an of 

wealth and taste." 

Despite jeers about 
"wrinkties" in the popular 
press , Jagger's love life and 
his musical forays stiJi grab 
headlines and his ageing 
army of fans has remained 
loyal. 

“ Even if Jagger is begin- 
ning to look a bit daft gyrat- 
ing up there in' his padded 
pedal pushers at 50, he be- 
longs to all our yesterdays. " 
said columnist Val Hennessy, 
adding that he needed an 
"intelligent and substantia/ 
biographer. " 

She needed no prompting. 
"Me for instance. Here I am 
Mick, the girl in the polka- 
dot hotpants who was thrown 
off the stage at the Hyde Park 
free concert 


London Theatre Festival offers the unusual, and the weird 


' feceive. 
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By Matt Wolf 
Tne Associated Press 

LONDON — In a city suf- 
fused with theatre, doing 
something different demands 
longlea/x of the imagination. 

For the London Jnrema- 
tional Festival of Theatre 
(LIFT), which has just ended 
this year’s run, it means tak- 
ing the audience grocery 
shopping, performing a Span- 
ish classic in Punjabi or pre- 
senting Chinese rock ‘n’ roll 
at the highest decibel level 
possible. 

There’s nothing traditional 
to most LIFT events, beyond 
the sight of an ever-growing 
public opening itself up to 
new forms of theatre even 
when the language — literally 
and figuratively — is often 


uncle ar. 

" LIFT has always been ab- 
out what theatre is, where it 
can happen , who can be in- 
volved , and who goes to it," 
festival co-director Rose De 
Wend Fenton said in an inter- 
view. 

It can be a significant laun- 
ching pad. Britons got a first 
taste of the singular style of 
Canadian director Robert 
Lepage when the 1987 LIFT 
mounted his six-hour Dra- 
gons Trilogy. His Midsum- 
mer Night’s Dream, staged in 
a pool of mud, was a sensa- 
tion at London’s national 
theatre last year . 

Death And The Maiden, 
Chilean dramatist Ariel 
Doif man’s widely acclaimed 
play about torture, got its 
first British exposure at a 


reading co-sponsored by 
LIFT. 

" It's not just about text. 
It’s going right back to basics. 
It’s stretching the form," 
Fenton said of the biennial 
event that she and Lucy Neal 
founded in 1981. 

In addition to traditional 
playhouses, sites this year in- 
cluded an East End market, 
the grounds of the National 
Maritime Museum in south- 
east London with its classical 
loggia facing across Green- 
wich Park and the boating 
ponds of Regent’s Park. 

“ Traditionally , interna- 
tional theatre is staged for a 
narrow elitist audience. 
We’re trying to draw a much 
wider audience by staging 
events in unusual places 
Fenton said. 


The idea seemed to pay 
off. A bright Sunday after- 
noon drew a sell-out crowd of 
400 to Greenwich Park to 
watch 10 puppeteers — all of 
them knee deep in a 224-ton 
container of water — launch 
a flotilla of puppets, from 
amorous buffaloes to some- 
rsaulting children. 

In a lunch-time, weekday 
performance in Regent’s 
Park, 100 or so spectators 
saw Manhattanites hurl abuse 
at each other across the boat- 
ing pond in Bad Penny, a 
40-minute play by American 
Mac Wellman. The play in- 
cluded an umbrella-wielding 
chorus which chanted "in- 
comprehensible. ’’ 

The lively and appreciative 
audience — many of them on 
bikes — included actress 


Sigourney Weaver, wife of 
the play’s director Jim Simp- 
son. A passing heckler 
looked skeptical when a 
UFT staff member informed 
him that he was disrupting “a 
performance. ’’ 

Regent’s Park also saw 
another of LIFT’S odder per- 
formers: 42-year-old Bobby 
Baker, a north London 
housewife and mother of two 
whose How To Shop: The 
Lecture is the second in a 
five-part series , Daily Life. 

Her show offered helpful 
hints on manoeuvring a shop- 
ping cart through a busy groc- 
ery store , making toffee ap- 
ples and finding the link be- 
tween parsley and humility. 

Baker’s aim is lofty , indeed 
— to find in mundane events 
the seeds of something spir- 


itual. It’s also the only LIFT 
show to offer free food in the 
form of a homemade — and 
rather soggy — garlic 
crouton. 

More conventional fare 
gives theatrical classics a 
fresh, or unexpected, airing. 
Chekhov’s Three Sisters was 
tbe source text for Brace Up 
presented by New York’s 
cel e bra ted a van t-garde 
Wooster Group, film actor 
Willem Dafoe among them. 

As directed by Elizabeth 
Lecompte, Dafoe's wife, this 
is Chekhov steeped in off 
Broadway attitude: The play 
is chopped up, rearranged, 
and much of it told on video. 

Musical snatches from 
Tchaikovsky’s opera Eugene 
Onegin and even Blowin In 
The Wind punctuate the text. 


and the youngest sister Irina 
is played by an actress (Beat- 
rice Roth) old enough to be 
ail three sisters' mother. 

Federico Garcia Lorca ’ s 
Yerma, a fiery Spanish dra- 
ma about a woman’s infertil- 
ity, gained in exoticism what 
Western audiences lost in 
comprehension as it was per- 
formed in-Punjabi under the 
direction of Neelam Man- 
singh Chowdhry, from India. 

In Chowdhry ’s staging, 
Yerma is no repressed barren 
woman but the earthy 
equivalent of an Ibsen 
heroine, stifled by a loveless 
marriage. Stage images of a 
burning rope and blood-spat- 
tered sheet spoke volumes in 
themselves. 

No less intriguing were two 
new works from China. 


Red Noise was a rambling 
account of life in present-day 
Peking related by Australian 
raconteur Gercmie Barme. 
Singer and so-called " maver- 
ick philosopher ” He Yong 
provided the high-decibel 
musical interludes . 

The Chengdu Theatre 
Company’s Ripples Across 
Stagnant Water, directed and 
adapted by Zha Li Fan from 
Li Here n 's novel of misplaced 
love, is tbe first contempor- 
ary Chinese play to be seen in 
Britain. (Previous cultural 
events from China have been 
limited to musicians or acro- 
bats). 

Costing $1.8 million drawn 
from corporate and pri vate 
sponsors, this year's LEFT 
aimed to play to 100,000 
people. 
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By Matt Spetalnick 
Reuter 
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LOS ANGELES — He was 
barely out of film school 
when he became tbe 
youngest moviemaker and 
first black ever nominated for 
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accolades — the Oscar for 
best director. 

But Jess than a year later , 
25-year-old John Singleton — 
who keeps one foot in tbe 
hood (inner city neighbour- 
hood) and the other in Bever- 
ly Hills — is our to prove that 
be hasn’t been spoiled by 
success. 

After taking the movie 
world by storm with his first 
film, Boyz N The Hood, the 
brash young director-screen - 
writer is about to release bis 


second project. Poetic Jus- 
tice, starring pop superstar 
Janet Jackson in her screen 
debut. 

"I think this Sim is a gra- 
duation from Boyz, ” be said 
in a recent interview. "It 
shows my growth as a film- 
maker. ” 

Indeed life has changed 
dramatically for Singleton 
since he burst onto tbe scene 
at age 22 with a script about 
bis old gang-ridden South 
Centra/ Los Angeles neigh- 
bourhood written as a film 
student at the University of 
Southern California. 

He sold it to Columbia 
Pictures a month after gra- 
duation and convinced studio 
executives he was the only 
person who could direct it. 

Made for a mere $6 mil- 


lion, Boyz grossed more than 
six times as much as the box 
office. A major reason for its 
success was it attracted 
whites as well as blacks with 
its gritty tale of coming of age 
in a world of crime, drugs and 
disintegrating families. 

With the instant fame 
generated by last year’s 
Oscar nomination, Singleton 
has come of age as well. 

He has learned to move 
with ease in the world of 
studio chieftains and enjoys 
talking shop with fellow 
directors such as Steven 
Spielberg, Francis Ford Cop- 
pola and Spike Lee. He owns 
a shiny new car and is consi- 
dered hip enough to occa- 
sionally introduce rap music 
videos on MTV. 

Although he still ventures 


back to south central to visit 
family and friends, he now 
lives in Baldwin Hills, a more 
upscale black neighbour- 
hood. 

Even as he relishes his first 
taste of success, Singleton 
insists he has not lost his 
street-smart perspective. 
" That’s what makes me spe- 
cial. I’ve got to maintain that 
edge,” he said. 

Like Boyz N The Hood, 
Singleton’s latest project is 
filled with the raw images 
collected first-hand from a 
life of growing up on the 
mean streets. 

But while Boyz was all 
hard-edged drama focussing 
on gun-packing gang mem- 
bers, Poetic Justice is being 
touted as an inner-city ro- 


mance. 

“J thought about what’s' 
happening to all the brothers 
out there,” Singleton said. 
“ They’re killing each other. 
But what happens to a girl 
when her boyfriend gets mur- 
dered?” 

It was Singleton’s idea to 
cast Jackson in the lead role 
of Justice, a tough-talking 
hairdresser who writes poetry 
to cope with her loss. 

He bridles at the inevitable 
questions about her shortage 
of acting experience. "Janet 
can do more than just sing. 
She’s a renaissance woman," 
he declared. 

But Singleton had to work 
bard to get her prepared. He 
assigned her classic films to 
watch, asked her to gain 
weight and had her work a 


day in a south central beauty 
parlour. 

Realising that growing up 
in a mansion with superstar 
brother Michael may have 
left her something less than 
streetwise, 5/ng/eton 
arranged a crash course for 
Jackson by introducing her to 
women he knew from the 
inner city. 

Some Columbia executives 
fretted privately that $13.5 
million was too much to risk 
on the young filmmaker. But 
Singleton, speaking with the 
self-assurance of a director 
twice his age, insisted they 
were betting on a sure thing. 

“This movie is gonna make 
money. It’s in their best in- 
terest to do business with 
me, ” he said flatly. 

Singleton said be doesn't 


expect the film’s openihg to 
be marred by tbe kind of 
gang-related violence that 
broke out at theatres around 
the country when Boyz ar- 
rived. 

The day the verdicts were 
returned last year in tbe trial 
of four white police officers 
in the beating of Rodney 
King, Poetic Justice was 
shooting in suburban Simi 
Valley. 

Singleton jumped into his 
car and rushed to the court- 
house , where he vented his 
anger before the television 
cameras as riots erupted in 
South Central. 

He chose to continue 
shooting straight through the 
riots, a decision representa- 
tive of his single-minded 
approach to moviemaking. 


Singleton grew up in an 
apartment next to a drive-in 
theatre and, from early child- 
hood, was able to look our his 
window and see movies on a 
70-foot (21-metre) screen. "It 
got my head going, ” he said. 

He credits bis father with 
teaching him to love a good 
story and binged on movies 
as an escape as be grew older. 
But be now sees the grim, 
graffiti-covered streets of his 
home turf as his main source 
of inspiration. 

Away from the set , Single- 
ton admits he’s still a kid at 
heart. He reads comic books, 
plays video games and listens 
to loud rap music. Though 
still single, he became the 
father of a baby girl bom late 
last year. 
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By Natasha Brown 
Reuter 

TROLA, Portugal — The au- 
dience at Michel Redolfi’s 
underwater opera Crysallis 
don’t just listen to it, they 
immerse themselves in it. 

In a large swimming pool 
under a starry sky, music 
from a synthesiser wafts 
through the water from sub- 
merged speakers. 

Two metres (six feet six 
inches) under water a percus- 
sionist in scuba-diving gear 
plays bronze chimes. A sin- 
ger on tbe edge of the pool 
adds her voice, which is also 
projected through the under- 
water speakers. 

"This is an underwater 
opera where you hear what is 
going on through your whole 
body — it is your whole body 
which will be listening,” the 
French director tells the audi- 
ence before the show begins. 

The audience of 200 swim 
around the pool to find a 
comfortable position — 
realising that they can hear 
the sound only by submerg- 
ing themselves. 

Members of the audience 


makes a splash 


float round the pool on rub- 
ber mats duck underneath 
the surface for enhanced 
sound, or dive underwater to 
stare at tbe percussionist 
through the goggles on hand 
at the pool side. 

Floating on the surface, the 
body absorbs the sonic vibra- 
tions from the 12 loudspeak- 
ers around the pool , the 
bones conduct the sounds 
like a tuning fork and the 
listening experience is en- 
hanced and deepened , the 
programme explains. 

"The audience are a little 
embarrassed at the begin- 
ning, it is very intimate. But 
then they get more comfort- 
able and everyone calms 
down,” said Susan Belling, 
who provides the vocals. 

"It takes people to their 
deepest point within them- 
selves. It is a meditation — a 
guided meditation,” the 
American-born soprano told 
Reuters after a performance 
in Troia, on the coast 50 
kilometres south of Lisbon. 

"It is so unusual, at the end 
it is all floating and feeling 
connected. Vibrations are 
very special — sonic vibra- 


tions are healing.” 

The warm water supports 
the body while the music 
envelopes it and seems to 
massage it gently. 

" For one hour the music 
puts the audience into science 
fiction,” said Redolfi. 

"It is like in a dream — but 
it is real so it’s a sort of 
utopia, " said Redolfi, who is 
director of the Nice-based 
Centre for Sound Creation 
(CIRM) and has been direct- 
ing underwater concerts since 
1981. 

Crysallis had its premiere 
in Grenoble in November last 
year. 

Percussionist Alex Gritto, 
who has been working with Redol- 
fi since 1989, remains under- 
water throughout the per- 
formance, tapping out on the 
bronze chimes which vibrate 
through the water. 

Belling remains on dry 
land, sometimes appearing 
on the diving board to sing 
into the microphone. 

Although the performance 
is described as an "opera”, 
there is no traditional opera- 
tic story line — more o f a 
symphony of various moods. 


"Something between cos- 
mic and the songs of whales, ’’ 
said the Lisbon daily Publico. 

Participants drift off into a 
trance-like state on the sooth- 
ing waves of music. 

" Very relaxing, " said one 
woman. 

Those who remained on 
land missed the point. 

"I could hardly hear any- 
thing,” said one man who 
forgot his swimming cos- 
tume. 

Redolfi’s other work in- 
cludes recording the sounds 
of landscapes all over the 
world — from Brazil’s Ama- 
zon jungle to Death Valley in 
the United States — and he 
designed the sound system 
for Monaco’s pavilion at 
Spain’s 1992 Expo in Seville. 

He said the biggest prob- 
lem in Troia , the second time 
the opera has been per- 
formed, was heating the wa- 
ter to a comfortable tempera- 
ture for the audience to with- 
stand 66 minutes of sonic 
vibrations. 

For his next underwater 
opera he plans "something 
very large, in the open sea. ” 


Shakespeare thrives in 
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Alabama cotton country 


MONTGOMERY, Alabama 
(R) — Tbe Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival is thri- 
ving in a region better 
known historically for high 
cotton than high culture. 

It has also carved a new 
path for itself by combining 
traditiona/ stagings of 
Shakespeare’s plays with 
modem American works and 
a more recent emphasis on 
regional plays from the 
southern United States, espe- 
cially ones on black Amer- 
icans. 

Comfortably ensconced in 
a $21.5 million complex, the 
festival is tbe centrepiece of a 
cultural park named for mul- 
timillionaire Alabama indus- 
trialist Winton u Red " Blount. 

Perhaps equally comfort- 
ing at a time when the arts 
community fears government 
and corporate funding cuts, 
the festival operates in the 
black on a $5.9 million 
annual budget. 

The festival drew more 
than 209,000 people last year, 
a 33,000 increase from the 
prior year. Organisers expect 
attendance to show another 


healthy gain when this sea- 
son, which began in March, 
closes on Aug. 7. 

In May, tbe festival opened 
its production of Henry IV, 
Part n, currently running in 
repertory with Henry IV, 
Part I. 

The plays are part of an 
ambitious project to stage all 
of the Shakespeare histories 
in chronological order, begin- 
ning with Richard II last sea- 
son. Next season will see a 
new production of Henry V. 

The acting company has 
won wide critical acclaim 
from newspapers ranging 
from USA Today to the Bos- 
ton Globe. Theatre Week 
magazine called the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival’s plays 
"beautifully acted, smartly 
paced, and bad fine produc- 
tion values on a par with the 
best regional theatres.” 

It has been a stellar rise for 
an acting company which 
opened in 1972 in a high 
school auditorium without air 
conditioning in Anniston, 
Alabama, mew 3,000 people 
to three productions and lost 
$34 on an $8,000 budget. As 


recently as 1982, the com- 
pany ran a $130,000 deficit. 

The festival found its angel 
when Blount, postmaster 
general in tbe Richard Nixon 
administration, stepped in 
with a $21.5 million gift 
which was the largest ever 
bestowed on an American 
theatre company. 

The acting company 
moved to Montgomery — the 
historic city where the south- 
ern Confederacy was formed 
and where Martin Luther 
King Jr began his crusade 
against segregation — and 
reopened in December 1985 
in tbe New Cultural Park. 

Since then, the company 
has thrived by offering a mix 
of Shakespeare and 20th-cen- 
tury classics such as Tennes- 
see Williams’ Cat On A Hot 
Tin Roof and Thornton Wil- 
der’s Our Town. 

However, artistic director 
Kent Thompson felt the fes- 
tival had become too careful 
with " nothing to distinguish 
what we were doing from 
anyone else." 

His answer was adding 
southern regional plays to the 


mix, especially ones based on 
African-American experi- 
ence such as Lorraine Hans- 
berry’s famed A Raisin In 
The Sun. 

Hitting closer to home, the 
festival has produced Miss 
Evers’ Boys, David Feid- 
sbuh’s drama based on a true 
incident in which black men 
were used without their 
knowledge in a bizarre 
medical study on syphilis in 
nearby Tuskegee, Alabama. 

The company also commis- 
sioned new works from five 
playwrights under a new 
southern writers’ project and 
last year got a $1 million 
grant from the Lila Wallaee- 
Reader’s Digest Resident 
Theatre Initiative to expand 
its cultural diversity. 

The grant will be used to 
involve more African-Amer- 
icans on stage , in company 
management and in the audi- 
ence. 

Thompson said theatre- 
goers should henceforth ex- 
pect the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival to oper- 
ate with "one foot in the past 
and one foot in the present. ” 
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The mirmele of mew dental sum 


By Katia Sabet 
CAIRO — Technology has 
made great strides in medi- 
cine, particularly in the held 
cf dental surgery. Gone are 
ihe days when dentures were 
kept in a glass by the bedside. 
Wife a firm embedding of a 
lalse tooth now possible, the 
use of implants is becoming 
widespread. Indeed, with an 
implant, it is possible to 
forget you have a false tooth. 

. Dr. Mahmoud Hosni 
started as a specialist in 
orthodontics and switched to 
maxilla-facial surgery. “I was 
a young dentist when a young 
Eritrean came to consult me. 
lie had been shot in the face, 
and his jawbone had been 
replaced by a rib,” he ex- 
plained. An X-ray revealed 
that the implanted bone was 
being reabsorbed and would 
eventually disappear. “Until 
then , ” the doctor said, " I had 
been quite confident in my 
work, but I suddenly realised 
ihat I was incapable of restor- 
ing to this poor young man 
the correct use of his man- 
dible.” 


The doctor went to the 
U.S. to specialise in maxilla- 
facial surgery , which involves 
the use of dental implants, 
problems of the articulation 
of the jawbone and correc- 
tion of anomalies and 
trauma s related to the jaw- 
bone and the face. “I realised 
Just how much I did not 
'know,” he explained. After 
seven years of work at Har- 
vard and other American uni- 
versities, he returned to 
Egypt to practice what he had 
learned . 

Dr. Hosni specialises in the 
bony structure of the face; 
plastic surgery deals with 
other tissues. “It is impera- 
tive that ail of the facial 
bones be in perfect condition 
to maintain general health 
and avoid deterioration that 
could give rise to problems 
such as migraines, digestive 
disorders or speech impedi- 
ments /’ the doctor ex- 
plained. 

Implants are thin, often 
perforated, metal cylinders 
that are inserted into a cavity 
made in the jawbone. After 


insertion, the gum is stitched 
up. Within uiree to four 
months , bone surrounds the 
cylinder and grips it perfect- 
ly. If the cylinder is perfo- 
rated, it is possible to see 
bony matter penetrating 
through and anchoring the 
implant even more firmly to 
the Jawbone. 

The hollow cylinder houses 
a pivot. Systems supporting 
the false teeth can be screwed 
or locked into it. The cylin- 
der/pivot system is extremely 
firm and. if necessary, can 
replace a whole set of teeth. 

Implants are often used in 
cases where there are not 
enough molars for a bridge to 
be fitted. One or two im- 
plants enable false teeth to be 
fitted in replacement of mo- 
lars. This ensures normal 
mastication on each side , 
which means there is ao de- 
terioration on the side where 
there was previously no mas- 
tication. 

Dr. Hosni has a 98-per cent 
success rate with implants on 
the lower jaw and a 65-per 
cent success rate on the upper 


jaw. “I am looking to in- 
crease the success rate for the 
upper jaw by a preliminary 
graft of bone onto the upper 
jaw, which is often .very 
thin/' Dr. Hosni added. 

Implants had a rocky start. 
"Fifteen years ago dental im- 
plants were actually very 
problematic/* be explained. 
"A lot has changed recent- 
ly.” He says problems of 
rejection no longer exist. 
“Pure titanium is an excep- 
tionally bio-compatible subst- 
ance not used in surgery 10 
years ago,” he explained. 
“Surgical steel implants were 
often rejected, but with tita- 
nium we no longer have 
problems. ” 

Dental implants are not the 
only area of intervention for 
Dr. Hosni. Bone grafts can 
correct a prognathous pro- 
file, or badly aligned jaws. 
This technique also involves 
endoscopic examination of 
the jawbone articulation. 

Stress often causes people 
to clench their jaws ana grind 
their teeth, resulting in wear 
and damage of the articula- 
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PRODUCE DEPT. 

3y Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROS S 

T 

horw 
5viy«m 
9 idolize 
14 Fietgm 

19 Enw raid isle 

20 Huflurtsl 
Bombock 

21 At no Uma 

22 WWow 

23 Jon's friend 

26 Author WHde 

27 Sei tree 

26 Modem- pre r 
29Hnate 

30 Vindicates 

31 Negative vote 

32 Anuses of me 
same k«l 

34 Wild twine 

35 Disembark 

39 Looked intently 


•i Bragged 
44 — Gay (IW.'II 
plane} 

46 Ms Verdugo 

47 Ms Maples 
4E Confederate 

general 

50 Casts a traltot 

51 CorOJy s victim 

52 Miller or JHwr 

53 HtkJBet m Huelva 

55 Dutcft commune 

56 Mubarak's city 
58 Tennejsco — 

Ford 

60 Useful, ott style 
81 Scarlet 

62 Possess 

63 Troubles 

64 Certain 310141 

65 Sidney Pollur- 
Ruby Dw film 


70 Shrewd 

72 Tangle 

73 Take it on ttw — 

74 Ottoman Empire 
official 

77 Term of 
endearment 

78 ftetuse to pay a 
debt 

79 Praise on a book 
lactet 

fll Misers Wes" 

82 A Pciron 
S3 Hurry 

84 EVbBcal patrtarcti 
66 — Park. C 0 J 0 

88 Torme or Bunc 

89 Ektiaus'ad 
in Custom 

92 OcO.i of seng 

93 Zeiencj 
33 Garb 


96 God ol war 

97 Appraise 

98 Spanish 
painter 

100 Evergreen 
102 Ornamental 
vaulting nb 

105 — ammoniac 

106 Sheep 

109 Come as a gain 

113 Cartographer's 
volume 

114 Where to hnd a 
itinll muwcaSy 

siT Hostess Pene 
178 Pitcfmr Ryan 

119 News bd 

120 Lab bumer 

121 Regions 

122 Pftirp 

123 Congers 

12J School bigwig 


DOWN 

1 Fast driver 

2 — 10 * one's 
money 

3 word book; abbr. 

4 Set on l»e 

5 ThU! n tone 

6 aobe 

7 Praver word 

. 3 Filly's mother 
9 On* or another 
10 Put oh 
M SheepiAe 

12 SpW 

13 Sea bird 

14 Unruffled 

15 Stats 

18 Costa — 

17 Rig 

IB Farratyol a 
hockey rwiaWo 
24 Muadow 


25 "Ivanhoe 1 
cna racier 
30 Fuel 

33 Beery -Taylor film 

34 Carried 

35 Crowbar 

36 Battery terminal 

37 Famous 

38 2ooiao sign 

39 WmgJike 

4(1 Actor Mosul 
<f Exile 

42 Famous cow 

43 Distributed 
45 "I'm — m 

August” 

47 French 

Impmsstonfst 
49 Natives of- suit 
54 Notice- abbr. 

37 Absent 


59 Howard of 
"Happy Days ' 

64 Giaoal ridges 
55 Dill. o*a style 
6ft Coils ol yam 

67 Ria 

68 Numerals abbr. 

69 Gets sway from 

70 Bays 

7? OW-womarJsh 

74 Change 

75 Silty people 

76 Burros 

77 Haw's partnor 

78 Questioning word 

79 Scottish hifisrde 

80 Tati? supports 
3' "A bird — upon 

the earth " 

(Juvenal) 

87 Eaplorod 


90 Rose of basebaB 
94 Printers' mistakes 

98 Bunding part 

99 Earthen fugs 
J00 Plantations 

101 Gold 

102 Dalai — 

J03 Road m Wd 

Rome 

104 Diherent 

105 Upsun 

107 Irtsft Rose's 
sweetheart 

108 Apportion 

110 Stravinsky's "The 
— Of Spring" 

111 Armbone 

112 Panache 

114 YokO — 

115 One; Fr. 

116 Electrical unit 
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Last Week’s Cryptograms 


1 . New barber gives free shaves to two very good boyhood friends. 

2 . Diaphanous ghost tuna a ghastly shade when morbid TV camera crews 
boldly invade her privacy. 

3 . Man from Reno wonders, if I can say “Savannah," why can't they soy 
“Nevada?" 

4 . Fie on those that toss bits of their debris on the road! 


Oiagratllless lfi Jt IS. By James narrick 


ACROSS 
1 Neon or argon 
h Thick 
porridge 
•3 Allows 

Vi "Divm* Comedy" 
poet 

17 Hunter 

consignation 

13 Lab compound 

14 ''Aloha" e-Ohe 
f8 Finally 

19 Great artery 
2C Sara te 


24 Gave a meal 10 

27 Cousin of me 
ostrich 

28 Jai - 
29N«se9&d 
31 Saying 

33 McCartney or 
Mum 

34 Competitor 
36 Howard or 

Heagjn 
38 Getting- 

jcquarnted words 


43 Skirt border 

43 Tantalize 

44 At I he — Of 
a hat 

47 Slangy Talk 

39 practice for a 
Dcui 

50 Thrall of 
yore 

51 Move swiftly and 
erwrgencally 

53 Wme cask 

54 — -do-well 


55 Eatery with 
booths 

57 False 

59 Parting words 

66 Revise 

67 "AH the wortd'3 
a — ..." 

68 15 Inclined (la) 

69 Makes a 
rnistuhe 

70 Responsibility - 

71 Matched 
collection 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

J.ULNSL nOJE-UKV-LSNKY BASNEEDS 
JO B A JliXl'lD A Z LZ ZOA (IKY LSNK UKY 
HUSO N A. —By Eugene T. Maksim 

2 . NIMZNIKK W K I O 7. P WKIHflZG MDCSAB SR 

APCAVZS, BIG SPORTS. DIM THINKZ SR 
f. I V Z S 8 Z S Z I L. —By Ed HuddkfMm 

3 . ORRS FRI XCEBFZ XMI TRFZOA IR IEC 

TM 1 MVC. W K ARM G W A. R V ARM’OO X C D R G C 
KIM DS 3 F ACKICVZWA. —By Gordon Miller 

4 . BP ERL BAKERY SPCIAL PSSKPAC 

S A K 1 1 N K A ] T P E Nl I P C I K C. —By Barbara J. Row? 


preim 


n grammar 
-Others 
l a goblet 


t water 
letter 


15 Ffirtno ice sheet 

16 h 

1 1 Am of fhc soa 

20 Beret 

21 Pie — mode 

22 Chuckle 

23 Gnnder of 
yarn 

24 Wade across 

25 Radacr 

28 Chunk Ol turf 


30 Chnstens 
32 Awkwardly still 
25 Jumped 
37 Hospital worker 

39 Astonishing 

40 Birthright 
seller 

dt Sei gull 

45 United 

46 — c.ipira 

4fl Shib of 1492 


52 Persian fairy 

55 Pairs 

56 Sprints 

56 Punta del — 

59 — mne-te-Ts 
GO Sign 

61 Cafe cane 

62 Tenwiates 

63 Items tor rowers 

64 Monster 

65 Aer^ 




SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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tion. Temporal-mandibular 
articulation controls the 
movement of the jawbone*, 
for mastication and connects 
the lower jaw to the skull. 

Surgery on the temporal- 
mandfbular articulation is be- 
coming more frequent. “We 
have the instruments re- 
quired to perform this 
surgery in Egypt now, and I 
have conducted one success- 
fid operation, ” Dr. Hosni 
said. “One of the important 
advantages of these new tech- 
niques is that they do leave 
scars, as in the past/’ 

Temporal-mandibular arti- 
culation is often the source of 
migraines, whose diagnosis 
was not previously possible. 
“In many countries, people 
were given valium after being 
wrongly diagnosed, ” the doc- 
tor said. “Now, with the C.T. 
Scan , Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging (MRI) and arthros- 
copy, this articulation can be 
minutely examined.” 

, The articulation is smaller 
than the one in a finger, and 
its disk can be dislocated, dis- 
placed or worn out. “If this is 
the case,” Dr. Hosni said, 
“sharp pains will radiate 
through the hind part of it, 
which is lull of nerves and 
blood vessels .” 

MRI produces an image of 
the internal tissues by using 
die movement of hydrogen 
molecules in the tissues. The 
articulation can be localised 
and then examined by a fine 
arthroscope (1.7 mm in di- 
ametre) linked up to a televi- 
sion camera. Surgery takes 
place through a small inci- 
sion. 

Dr. Hosni uses a computer 
to carry out some of the more 
specialised interventions for 
correcting deformities of fa- 
cial proportions. “There are 
optimal dimensions and 
angles of the different parts 
of tiie face. By entering data 
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on the structure of a patient's 
face into the computer, it is 
possible to analyse 1 70 angles 
between the base of tbs skull 
and the different structures cf 
the /ace. ” 

“Apart from the aesthetic 
value, this examination iden- 
tifies anomalies of the bone 
and its development, pre- 
venting long-term general 
health problems, ” Dr. Hosni 
said. The phases required for 
corrective surgery are super- 
imposed over the lines show- 
ing the current facial struc- 
ture. In this way, a patient 
can see how he will look after 
the operation. 

Moving the procedure 
from the computer to the 
operating table is another 
story. The surgery is a long, 
delicate process that requires 
enormous manual skill and 


extraordinary precision. Tfae 
results are often spectacular 
— photography shows how 
surgery transforms deformed 
faces into acceptable, even 
pleasing ones. . 

According to Dr. Hosni, 
the diagnostic and preventive 
nature of. his work is crucial 
to general health and espe- 
cially important for the 
young. “Children may inherit 
the same facial defects as 
their parents — such as a 
pi jm merit ja wbone . Th e 
computer will tell me at what 
age the jawbone cf a child 
will start developing abnor- 
mally. lean then inier/ese to 
stop the deformity 

In one extraordinary esse. 
Dr. Hosni treated a 17-year- 
old boy who, as a child, had 
undergone an ablatio n of part 


trols skeletal growth iff 
face. He had grown up with\‘ 
withered , blocked . jaw 
which meant he could be fddci 
only liquids. He also had to? \ 
sleep sitting up to avoid beintf* 
suffocated by his tongue. Un- 
til now, he bad been afraid 
look in a mirror. 

Dr. Hosni successfully nwv 
constructed tbe temporal 
maxillary articulation by us? 
ing part of the stemo-cla\ici 
lar articular. The lower jaw/ 
was extended by S6 mi§^ 
U 'metres, and normal mastica^f. 
tion, respiration and speeded 
iv notions were restored. Jn tP* 
subsequent operation, he wflf’U 
have another bone graft to_ 


“There 

jofical ) ' 
ari Yuri 
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give him a normal chin, if,* 


of bis lower jaw , which con- 


was the first time this teebni-ti 
quo had been used to correct'/ 
this particular deformity 
World News Link. /ft 
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PARIS — Tbe National 
Agency - for Research on 
AIDS (ANRS), set up ir 
1988, is the kingpin in action 
to fight this disease which has 
been declared a “national 
priority ” area since the 
epidemic started to spread. 
(In France, there are nearly 
22,000 AIDS victims and ab- 
out 200,000 HTV positive pa- 
tients. In Paris, one death in 
three in men aged 25-44 is 
due to AIDS). 

The ANRS has been set 
three missions: To mobilise 
researchers, to evaluate re- 
search programmes and to 
coordinate scientific deci- 
sions and the means avail- 
able. 

Three hundred teams are 
involved in research prog- 
rammes (compared with 200 
in 1987). Their work con- 
cerns all areas, from the de- 
velopment of vaccines and 
.drugs, to epidemiological su- 
pervision, and includes set- 
ting up a post-hospital net- 
work for clinical tests. 

From one laboratory to 
another, knowledge progres- 
ses day by day, both in tests 
and in diagnosis, as well as in 
understanding the way the 
virus acts and its numerous 
clinical symptoms. 

As far as vaccines are con- 
cerned, for tbe time being 
hope lies in the area of anim- 
al experiments. As a result of 
research carried out jointly 
by the Pasteur Institute and 
the Milieux Institute, Profes- 
sor Marc Girard, a member 
of the former, has developed 
a method of intravenous vac- 
cination which protects chim- 
panzees. 

Unfortunately, it is not yet 
possible to have man benefit 
from this immunisation. 
According to the director of 
the ANRS, Professor Jean - 
Pierre Ldvy, who coordinates 
the various tests in this do- 
main, there is little likelihood 
of achieving this in the near 
future. “We are working 
hard at it. We are certain// 
making progress and , no 
doubt, one day, we shall suc- 
ceed ...But when?.,." 

As far as treatment is con- 
cerned, at present, in- 
creasingly effective drugs are 
used to fight diseases which 
take advantage of AIDS as 
they find a favourable ground 
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for their development in pa- 
tients whose immune defence age to obtain “complete r*- 
sys terns have been mission ” in 10 per cent of 


cells, in this they men- AIDS in France, in 1981, Ai ;> 
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weakened, or had collapsed 
(tuberculosis, retinitis, toxo- 
plasmosis, etc.). 


Twenty therapeutical tests , 
including three on a Euro- 
pean scale, are now being 
carried out using a new gen- 
eration of antiviral subst- 
ances and a combination cf 
drugs which could inhibit the 
HIV or slow down its de- 
vcloptneni. 

Many tricky problems re- 
main to be solved as resear- 
chers come up against tbe 
“variability” of the diabolical 
xirus which appears to make 
fun of their knowledge and 
their wisdom. So. some scien- 
tists are looking for more 
revolutionary methods. 

One of these is inspired by 
the work of American scien- 
tists (who have established 
* that certain white blood cor- 
puscles act as effective adver- 
saries of the virus) and the 
results obtained, in their area 
of research, by two Paris 
cancerologists, Professors 
Bernard Debrd at Cochin 
Hospital, and Wolf Fridman, 
from the Curie Institute. 

Their method consists in 
taking anti-cancer cells, pro- 
duced by the human organ- 
ism, having them proliferate 
in the laboratory and then 
reinjecting them, by the mil- 
lion, into the person 
threatened by the malignant 


their patients and they note 
considerable improvement in 
a further 25 per cent of pa- 
tients. 

Using this American re- 
search as a starting point and 
copyingjhis anti-cancer tech- 
nique, French specialists also 
plan to use huge amounts- of 
whits blood corpuscles , 
which have been “activated” 
and proliferated in s labora- 
tory. to overcome the AIDS 
virus. 

This method could be used 
while waiting for sufficient 
progress to be made in the 
promising application ’ of 
gene therapy Several 
teams of trench researchers 
are working on it, with tbe 
hope of being abie to alter 
the genetic inheritance of the 
cells, so as to make them 
resistant to the virus. 

nw CO J diDS to Professor 
Willy Rozembaum, from the 

not hsen ild Hospital in Paris 
who. detected the first case of 


genetic \ intervention whiclr 
will put an end to tbe tUVa* •? 
but, while waiting for this- i 
great leap forward in the fight ' l 
unaertalcen, a succession of $ 
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small steps will make it pos£-\ ■! 
We to gain a little more 1 
ground over the enemy, ev^ -i 
ery day. •*? £ 


can hope (for lack of . 
a vaccine or generic man - 3 
ipulation . which would settle ' ? 
the problem for good) that 
the disease wfij be controlled-' / 

Pm? e pi®” ^ min S years”;- > 
Prof Rozembaum declares- 

vw/f nave become a disease < ■» 

ODe CM escape) it 
on condition one follows u 


^eafmenr and^j 
continuous medical superviz i? 
sign, as, for instance, with ’ I* 


learn to live with AIDS”, 
while waiting for ‘ 
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Russian caviar 
area faces 
pollution threat 


By Anatoly Verbin 
Reuter 

.^I kAKHAN. Russia — The 
Astrakhan gas and chemical 
plant, rising from a labyrinth of 
pipes in ihe southern Russian 
steppe, was once hailed by Soviet 
propaganda as a model of 20th 
century construction. 

Today, ecologists look at the 
vast complex and question the 
cost of keeping the region sup- 
plied with fuel at prices that 
would be the envy of many other 
areas. 

£ The remote facility. 140 

.^ .‘kilometres north of the Caspian 
S;i-:Sea* has a worrying history of 
minor environmental mishaps. 

> General neglect by unqualified 
V./ r : workers, many of whom were 
prisoners doing forced labour, 
w blamed for chemical leaks 

turned the grass yellow for 
miles around in 1987, only a year 
after construction was completed. 
£r.y.-,- So far. there has been no major 
„ l pollution in the area near the 
C mouth of the River Volga — 
& famed for its black caviar and 
y .sturgeon. But ecologists say it 
‘• e i/sDj. could only be a matter of time 
!' before their worst fears are real- 
j !»!„., 'ised. 

Vi ‘ -"ht 

l!* S3 Sl "There are thousands of (eco- 
logical) mines planted there." 
.■«s:s. vl -. said Yuri Chuikov, Astrakhan’s 
(erv sen * or official in charge of en- 
yjkfr# vironmenial protection. 

The plant, whose potential 
' a ~ annual output of gasoline, diesel 
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inland liquefied gas could satis- 
fy ?he whole of Scandinavia for 
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five years, is the backbone of the 
local economy. It has 35,000 
workers, including those em- 
ployed by related enterprises. 

Owned by Astrakhangazprom, 
a unit of the Russian gas monopo- 
ly Gazprom, it was built between 
1976 and 1986 and hastily inaugu- 
rated in time for a visit to 
Astrakhan by then Soviet Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov. 

The decade of construction was 
trumpeted by communist prop- 
aganda as an example to be fol- 
lowed eslewhere. But Mr. 
Chuikov said the long-term 
effects of the plant's activity had 
not yet been srudied properly. 

Last month, one worker * was 
killed and two badly poisoned 
when hydrogen sulphide leaked 
from an underground storage 
area because of their own 
carelessness, Mr. Chuikov said. 

Tbe incident took place at one 
of 15. caverns made by small 
nudear explosions. The secret ex- 
plosions, aimed at creating stor- 
a&£»ce for gas condensate and 
lin^with molten residue, were 
conducted across the former 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Chuikov said that, unlike 
in the other parts of the country, 
the Astrakhan caverns, formed at 


a depth of 1.000 metres, had 
failed to keep their shape. 

“They have been shrinking in 
size and tost their volume,” he 
said, adding that some had been 
taken out of action. 

Mr. Chuikov said there had 
been no increase in radiation 
levels so far but he was concerned 
by the threat of air and water 
pollution. 

The plant was not exceeding 
maximum permitted levels only 
because it was not working at full 
capacity. 

"This deposit can and should 
be used. But each deposit of 
natural^ resources should be used 
mtelligerftly and this is not tbe 
case here,” the ecologist said. 

Astrakhan Governor Anatoly 
Guzhvin said the plant's failure to 
meet ecological requirements and 
its ageing equipment prevented it 
from producing more. 

The plant's first, and so far 
only, operational line produced 
2.5 billion cubic metres of gas. 1.5 
million tonnes of gas condensate 
and one million tonnes of sulphur 
in 1992, according to the Interfax 
News Agency. 

. It also produced 227,000 ton- 
nes of petrol and the same 
amount of diesel fuel. Alexander 
Saushin, the plant’s commercial 
director, declined to confirm the 
Interfax figures, saying they were 
a commercial secret. 

An advertising brochure put 
the plant's current capacity at 
about double the Interfax output 
figures. 

Mr. Saushin said a second 
operational line was 90 per cent 
ready but the collapse of the 
centralised Soviet economy had 
prevented it from being com- 
pleted. 

"The Soviet Union has col- 
lapsed. There are no more old 
ministries (which used to finance 
the construction) and we are left 
eye to eye with Plant-2," be said 
in an interview. 

President Boris Yeltsin and 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin have promised to help 
but so far “we have not got a 
kopeck,” Mr. Saushin said. 

Moscow-based Gazprom de- 
nied the plant the right to look for 
foreign investors, saying it would 
find investment funds itself. The 
plant is owed some four billion 
roubles (S4 million) by customers 
outside Russia. 

Mr. Saushin stressed the sig- 
nificance of the plant’s cheap fuel 
supplies for the local economy. 

Motorists here pay only half as 
much as in Moscow and many 
other regions, while low energy 
prices have also prevented bread 
and milk prices from soaring. 

Governor Guzhvin said the 
plant's administration was reluc- 
tant to raise its prices as it would 
immediately hit tbe welfare of its 
workers and their families. 


Castro shuns ‘mad’ reform, 
prefers cautious change 


By Pascal Fletcher 

Reuter 

HAVANA — Cuba’s president 
Fide! Castro, declaring he will 
neither cling to ideological dogma 
nor rush ahead with “mad** re- 
forms. has outlined practical but 
cautious measures to try to pull 
the island out of economic de- 
cline. 

He has said that the govern- 
ment was opening up more of the 
communist-ruled Caribbean is- 
land's economy to foreign invest- 
ment and would remove a ban on 
Cubans owning convertible cur- 
rency. This last move was eagerly 
awaited by many Cubans. 

Mr. Castro, speaking in the 
eastern city of Santiago de Cuba, 
said the bleak economic reality 
facing his country had forced the 
government to make "conces- 
sions” as far as strict interpreta- 
tion of socialist ideology was con- 
cerned. 

"Life and reality ... oblige us to 
do what we would never have 
done otherwise,” said the Cuban 
leader, who was wearing his 
familiar olive-green uniform. 

He gave as an example a 
Cuban invitation for foreign oil 
firms to explore for oil on the 
island. 


In a two-hour speech, Mr. Cas- 
tro made dear the main aim of 
the proposed reforms was to 
channel more hard currency into 
the depleted state treasury and to 
try to guarantee the economic 
survival of Cuba's one-party 
socialist system. 

"That means that we won’t be 
dogmatic, neither dogmatic nor 
mad," he said. He added “mad- 
ness" would be to follow the 
example of the former Soviet 
Union, where reforms originally 
aimed at improving socialism 
there had ended up by destroying 
it. 

"We mustn't take desperate or 
adventurous steps," he said. 

Foreign diplomats in Havana 
said the latest measures appeared 
to indicate tbe Cuban leadership 
was increasingly prepared to 
move away from the kind of rigid 
socialist economic model that had 
once existed in the former Soviet 
Union. 

But it was equally dear the 
Cuban reforms fell well short of 
introdudng western-style marker- 
orientated policies. They addres- 
sed the island’s economic prob- 
lems, not its political system. 

"However difficult the cir- 
cumstances are, we can’t destroy 


the party, the state, the govern- 
ment or the history of the coun- 
try." Mr. Castro said. 

He made his speech at a cere- 
mo ny marking the 40th 
anniversary of a 1953 guerrilla 
attack led by him. The Moncada 
barracks attack failed but was the 
prelude to Cuba’s 1959 revolution 
that ousted right-wing dictator 
Fulgendo Batista. 

Other measures announced by 
Mr. Castro included allowing 
more Cubans living abroad to 
visit family members on the is- 
land and boosting tourism and 
other sectors of the economy that 
earn valuable hard currency. 

"Increasing our hard currency 
income is a vital necessity for the 
country," he said. 

This need was all the more 
urgent becaus e Cuba’s imports 
this year would fall to a mere SI. 7 
billion compared with just over 
S8 billion in 1989, the last year of 
normal trade with the former 
Soviet Union, Mr. Castro said. 

He added the “tremendous 
blow" of the loss of trade and aid 
ties with the former Soviet Bloc 
had been made worse this year by 
a disastrous sugar harvest and a 
fall in world prices for many 
Cuban exports like nickel and 
seafood. 


Referring to the widespread 
popular expectation that had sur- 
rounded his speech, he said he 
had no miracle cures to offer for 
the economic crisis, which is 
squeezing Cuba's nearly 11 mil- 
lion people with shortages of fuel, 
food and consumer goods. 

He acknowledged that allowing 
Cubans to own hard currency 
could create privileges “that do 
not fit our strict ideas of 
equality.” 

Such inequalities could occur 
because not all Cubans would 
have access to hard currency 
either through tbeir work or 
through remittances from family 
members abroad. 

"We don’t have any choice but 
to adapt our minds to these reali- 
ties,” Mr. Castro said. 

He said the government in- 
tended to create and eventually 
issue a convertible national cur- 
rency. But until this happened. 
Cubans would be allowed to 
spend the hard currency they had 
at special shops designated for 
this. 

Foreign diplomats said the gov- 
ernment would probably be able 
to reroup at least part of the 
estimated thousands of dollars 
circulating illegally in the black 
market economy." 


UNDP issues 1993 Human 
Development Report 


By Kathrine Rath 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The United Na- 
tions Development Program- 
me (UNDP) Wednesday pub- 
lished the Arabic version of the 
Human Development Report 
for 1993. The report was pre- 
sented at a ceremony held at 
the University of Jordan by 
Dr. Ali Attiqa. assistant admi- 
nistrator and regional director 
for the Bureau of Arab States, 
UNDP, New York. 

The regional launching of 
the report took place under the 
patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan Ben 
Talal who gave a keynote 
statement. Other speakers 
were Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Basma. Dr. Sabah-Eddin 
Bakjaji, under secretary- 
general of the United Nations 
and executive secretary of 
ESCWA, Leila Sharaf. mem- 
ber of the Upper House of 
Parliament, who was repre- 
senting the Arab Thought 
Forum, and Dr. Ziad Fariz, 
minister of planning. 

The Human Development 
Report for 1993, which was the 
forth annual report issued by 


the UNDP, has been prepared 
by a team of top economists 
led by Mahbub Ul Haq, former 
financr anjj planning minister 
of Pakistan, now special advis- 
er to the UNDP administrator; 
it is published by Oxford Uni- 
versity Press. 

The 1993 report focuses on 
the importance of popular and 
democratic participation for 
human development. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Attiqa, the report 
“puis people at the very centre 
of development.” It stresses 
the need for investment in hu- 
man resources and for people's 
participation in their own de- 
velopment. 

The report reveals that 
"fewer than 10 per cent of the 
worlds' people participate fully 
in political, economic, social 
and cultural life," which im- 
plies that the vast majority of 
the population lacks control 
over their own lives. 

"Jobless growth," exclusion 
of minorities and centralised 
power are cited as major 
targets for change bv the re- 
port. 

The report was last month 
published in English and 
French. 


Yakutian community haunted by nuclear past 


By Fiona Fleck 
Reuter 

TAAS-YURAKH, Russia — 
People in this remote cattle- 
herding community remember 
vividly the day 17 years ago, 
when a team of geologists from 
Moscow swooped down in heli- 
copters. 

“They told us a series of nuc- 
lear explosions would take place 
near our settlement ‘in the in- 
terests of the national eco- 
nomy'," said Nikolai Danilov, 
the 55-year-old head of adminis- 
tration in the settlement, part of 
Yakutia in northeastern Russia. 

“They told us to leave our 
homes and go out into the street 
with our children and cattle at 6 
a-m. on Oct. 5, 1976,” he said. 

“Suddenly we felt the ground 
under our feet shake violently — 
it was like an earthquake — it 
came in three waves' and was over 
in a few seconds. 

"We weren’t afraid because we 
thought our government and our 
(Communist) Party would never 
do anything to harm us,” he said. 
"We returned to our homes. Ev- 
erything seemed fine." 

The people were told the ex- 
plosions were safe. They recall 
the assurances with resentment 
and a deep sense of betrayal. 

After the explosion and fire at 
the Chernobyl nuclear reactor in 
1986 — which tbe Ukrainian au- 
thorities say claimed 8,000 lives 
— they began to fear that they 
too could be the victims of 


radioactive contamination. 

Teams of experts sent to the 
area found radiation levels in 
Taas-Yurakh “normal” and no 
unusual incidence of cancer or 
other illnesses associated with 
radiation. 

The results did not reassure the 
locals. 

“We should be granted a simi- 
lar status to the victims of Cher- 
nobyl," said Mr. Danilov. 
"Maybe this generation will be 
fine. But how do we know future 
generations will be healthy?" 

Seven underground nuclear ex- 
plosions were carried out up to 
seven kilometres from Taas- 
Yurakh to measure oil and gas 
deposits there, according to 
Lieutenant Anatoly Chom- 
choyev, head of civil defence in 
Yakutia. 

Lt. Cbomchoyev is leading an 
official inquiry into the environ- 
mental consequences of 12 under- 
ground explosions carried out be- 
tween 1973 and 1987 in Yakutia, 
a region covering one-fifth of tbe 
Russian federation. 

In 1990 the Ministry of Atomic 
Energy — traditionally one of the 
most secretive branches of Soviet 
government — made a spectacu- 
lar public confession that 115 
underground nuclear explosions 
had been carried out in the for- 
mer Soviet Union between 1964 
and 1987. 

They were ordered by 11 diffe- 
rent ministries for industrial pur- 
poses — to increase oil and gas 
yields, to make underground silos 


to store gas condensate, for coal 
and iron extraction and for seis- 
mological experiments. 

Experts like Lt. Chomcboyev 
are now trying to piece together 
what happened to assess the scale 
of the contamination and the 
effects on the health of the local 
populations. 

"There is no point requesting 
official information from the 
ministries,*' said Lt. Chom- 
cboyev, who believes the key may 
lie with the Defence Ministry, 
assigned to carry out the explo- 
sions. 

The official view in the former 
Soviet Union was that nuclear 
explosions up to 2,000 metres 
underground were safe because 
they were conducted in sparsely 
populated areas and usually sur- 
face radiation levels registered 
"normal.” 

But in 1974 one explosion, 
code-named “focus”, which took 
place five kilometres from the 
diamond mining town of Udacb- 
ny in north Yakutia was unsuc- 
cessful. 

The blast was too dose to the 
surface and scattered earth and 
radioactive panicles into the air. 

Some people still remember 
seeing the giant black doud. ring- 
ed by Defence Ministry helicop- 
ters, as it was blown by the wind 
north towards the Arctic port of 
Tiksi. 

The explosions were known 
officially as "peaceful" because 
they were used for “industrial 
purposes". But some experts be- 


lieve they may also have been 
used for uosanenoned nudear 
weapons testing. 

“In 1963 the United States and 
the Soviet Union agreed to ban 
nuclear tests for military purposes 
apart from in Semipalatin&k 
(Kazakhstan) and on Nouaya 
Zemlya," said Boris Golubov, 
head of a Moscow-based par- 
liamentary group investigating 
underground nuclear explosions. 

"Nuclear explosions in space, 
on the ground, in water, and in 
the air were banned," he said. 
“The only place left was under- 
ground — and that’s where 
‘peaceful nudear explosions were 
carried out in the interests of the 


national economy’. No one will 
confirm this, but it is possible the 
military used the explosions for 
nudear experiments,” he said. 

Yakutia, one of many regions 
targeted for the explosions, was 
regarded as particularly suitable 
because it is sparsely populated 
and covered in permafrost, be- 
neath which there is a dense layer 
of virtually impenetrable clay. 

"They thought the radiation 
from blasts up to 2,000 metres • 
below ground could not possibly 
seep to the surface,” said Mr. 
Golubov. “But up to 10 years 
later in some places dangerous 
levels of radiation appeared on 


the surface." 

In Yakutia there are two dan- 
ger spots. One is a few kilometres 
from Taas-Yurakh and measures 
2,000 microroentgen an hour — 
more than 200 times the permit- 
ted level. 

It was recently sealed in a 
cement sarcophagus and fenced 
off with a warning sign: "danger 
— radiation.” 

The Japanese and Yakutian 
governments have a joint agree- 
ment to develop the oil and gas 
field. But a project to build a pipe 
to Japan was shelved. 

The Taas-Yurakh field is still 
not fully operational. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

i -liil j 1 . 1 ~ 

Jordan Wood Industries Company (JWICO), the manufacturer of 
wooden furniture in Jordan, is seeking to employ an energetic and highly 
motivated 

... MAINTENANCE ENGINEER/MANAGER 

Applicant must be a Jordanian citizen, not wanted for military or civil 
service, and have the following qualifications: 

Formal education required: 

- Minimum of B.Sc, in mechanical, production, electromechanical en- 
gineering. 

Work experience required: 

- Minimum of 5 years experience in plant & equipment maintenance. 

- Experience in the development and implementation of planned mainte- 
nance (preventive and corrective maintenance). 

Languages required: 

- Excellent command of Arabic and English. 

Special skiUs/training: 

^Communication (including technical writing), • problem solving, and 
decision making. 

- Background in maintenance planning and control. 

- Background in spare parts planning and control. 

- Computer skills. 

Special personality requirements: 

-Ability to work efficiently on his own initiative. 

- Problem solving abilities and creativity. 

- Firm and organised nature. 

Please send your handwritten application with your detailed C.V. and a 
recent photo to the following address not later than 10/8/1993. 

P.O.Box 5272 Amman - Jordan 
General Manager 

: Jordan Wood Industries Co. Ltd (JWICO) 

: Amman - Jordan 

$:$p!ications will be dealt with strict confidence. 
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Introdudng the new desktop Canofile electronic filing system for 
today and tomorrow . 

It's the compact solution to large - volume filing. 

Scan and store your documents at the rate of 40 pages per minute 
on an optical disk which holds the equivalent of 13000 A4 pages . 

Fast and simple retrieval... available through file name, file 
number, date or selected from the index cell . 

Multifunctional printout features ... 

Canon's Laser Beam printer provides 8 pages per minute of high 
quality output. 

Canoffling is simplifying . 
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T AO report says farmers hard hit 
k y drop in world agricultural prices 


W. HINGTON (AFP) — Far- 
mer have been hard hit by the 26 
per .. ?nt drop in agricultural ex- 
pert Trices over the past 12 years 
ar:ti 'heir lot is not expected to 
im; ave before the end of the 
century, according to a report 
published Tuesday. 

j he U.N. Food and AgricuU 
sure Organisation (FAO) said 
fanners in developing countries, 
who suffer most from falling agri- 
cultural prices, have seen their 
prices drop 39 per cent against 19 
per cent for richer nations. 

Between 1980 and 1992, the 
price drop effected mostly coffee 
and sugar — which were down 70 

Gore sees 
government 
job cuts 
sxceeding 
1190,000 

V/ASHrNGTON (R) — U.S. 
Vice President AJ Gore predicted 
the Clinton administration’s 
effort to streamline government 
would cost more than 100,000 
federal workers their jobs, the 
Washington Post reported 
Wednesday. 

The newspaper quoted Mr. 
Gore as saying the workforce cuts 
were inevitable and would exceed 
President Bill Clinton's initial 
pledge to trim the bureaucracy by 
IGd.ftX) jobs. 

“I think there is general agree- 
ment that in certain categories 
there are too many people in the 
k a’ government," Mr Gore 
V ;.5 qtried as saying at a lunch 
wi:t. Washington Post reporters 
Ena ed::.:rs Tuesday. 

He said the overall reduction 
would be “somewhat larger... 
than :r? 100.000 we originally 

tailed scout.” 

Mr. Gore is heading the admi- 
nis-ratiori s national performance ! 
review, an initiative to make : 
bureaucracy more efficient, 
which is due to be delivered to 
Mr. Clinton by Sept. 7. 

The newspaper said Mr. Gore, 
did not specify where the job cuts- 
would be made, but "said they’ 
would he carried out through 

attrition. 


and 60 peT cent respectively — 
and rubber which dropped nearly 
SO per cent, according to the 
report. 

"This trend is having dire con- 
sequences in developing nations, 
preventing their economies from 
earning the foreign exchange they 
need for their overall develop- 
ment,” said FAO Director 
Genera] Edward Saouma. 

Advances in agricultural tech- 
nology are primarily responsible 
for the drop in prides between 
1980 and 1982. according to the 
report. 

Agricultural production will 
outpace demand, which is ex- 


pected to grow by only 1.6 per 
cent during this decade .against 
2.0 per cent for the 1980s. Pro- 
duction is projected to decline 
only slightly, from 1.8 per cent 
annually in die 1980s to 1.7 per 
cent in the 1990s. 

Rich countries' growth in de- 
mand is slowing due to low 
population growth and gluts on 
the market while growth in de- 
veloping countries is on the rise 
because of economic expansion 
and the greater responsiveness of 
demand to income growth, the 
report said. 

The FAO also reported that 
the growth of trade in the major 


food and agricultural commod- 
ities is expected to decline from 
2.8 per cent annually in the 1980s 
to 1.3 per cent in the 1990s, well 
below estimates for merchandise 
trade. 

World coffee output in 1992-93 
was forecast to reach 57 tonnes, a 
six per cent drop from the pre- 
vious year, while cocoa produc- 
tion is expected to rise by nearly 
four per cent to 2.38 million 
tonnes. 

Sugar output was projected to 
edge up to a record 116.5 million 
tonnes while cotton production 
would fall, according to the re- 
port. 


Growing anger in Yugoslavia 
as inflation bites deep 


BELGRADE (R) — The elderly, 
well-dressed man sobs quietly at 
the back of the Belgrade store 
after discovering he would need 
his entire monthly pension to buy 
a new toothbrush. r 

A woman in her 70s fills her- 
basket in a supermarket with 
goods and sneaks out past a 
cashier busy with another cus- 
tomer. Bystanders notice, but say 
nothing. 

Two businessmen out for lunch 
in a restaurant order their meals. 
By the time they come to pay, the 
price has risen by 50 per cent. 

These and similar stories 
appear regularly in the Belgrade 
press as people in rump Yugosla- 
via try to cope with nightma? 
inflation of 20 per cent a d.. y , 
result of civil war. sanctions ai. 
mismanagement by the c 
communist government. 

The growing crisis is causing 
bewilderment and growing anger 
among a population accustomed 
to periods of economic hardship 
during four decades of commun- 
ist rule. 

The inflation rate is already 
being described as the worst since 
that in Germany between the 
wars, when the mark fell at one 
point to 4,200.000,000.000 to rhe 
dollar. 

Last week the government 
mint, which has been working; 
around the dock for months 
printing increasingly worthless 
money, issued a new 50-million- 
dinar note, worth just $3 at the 
black market rate. “ 

The previous highest tie- . 
nomination was a five-million- 
dinar note, now worth about 20 
U.S. cents. When it was issued in 
May it was worth $12.25. 


Average salaries have slumped 
to between $5 and $10 in real 
terms. Pensions are around $4. 

On Wednesday the Belgrade 
daily Politika reported that a pair 
of men's shoes imported from 4 
Greece was on sale in the central 
department store for $460. A 
kilogramme of lemons was going 
for $7. 

Last week a National Bank 
offidal was reported as saying a 
redenomination of the dinar, 
dropping three noughts from the 
currency, could be expected in 
late September. 

It would be the fourth rede- 
nomination since World War II, 
the third since 1990. The last one 
'-.ok r.lace on July 1. 

There have also been three 
devaluations of the dinar this 
year, the last, by over 80 per cent, 
a week ago. 

Some of Belgrade's larger 
stores have already introduced 
their own unofficial redenomina- 
tion, dropping three zeroes, as 
their computers and cash regis- 
ters cannot cope with so many 
noughts. 

Shops change the prices at least 
twice a day. in the morning and 
the afternoon, moving them up 
anywhere between 100 and 700 
per cent, Tanjug News Agency 
reported Tuesday. 

In many shops this is an empty 
exercise since by the afternoon 
most shelves are empty as people 
buy everything in sight while their 
money has some value, or specu- 
lators snap up goods for resale at 
a profit: - 

The crisis is increasingly driv- 
ing ordinary people to deal in 
currency on the black market. 

A 40-year-old architect who 


tried it out rape led earning a 
profit of $12 in ha d currency in a 
few hours of buy ng and selling 
German marks for dinars on a 
busy downtown street. 

Such easy pickings have not 
surprisingly attracted a growing 
number of hard-core criminals 
and introduced an element of 
violence in a city awash with arms 
from two years of civil war. 

One man, who declined to give 
his name, said that while dealing 
in a popular money-changing 
street he had been approached by 
two men who pulled guns and 
demanded bis takings. 

When he in turn pulled out a 
hand grenade and threatened to 
let it off, the two gunmen left 
muttering warnings that he would 
be in trouble if he showed his face 
again. 

The crisis has already promp- 
ted thousands of car, metal and 
construction workers to go on 
-strike, and unions have called a 
general strike for Aug. 5. 

An organisation representing 
Serbia's 1.2 million pensioners, 
who are worst hit by the inflation, 
is threatening to bring the elderly 
out into the streets in protests 
that would include refusing to pay 
rent, water or electricity bills. 

But a 68-year-old woman pen- 
sioner, recalling previous 
attempts to organise mass pro- 
tests, commented: 

"I don’t understand what peo- 
ple are waiting for. To think that 
in a dty to two million, not even 
56,000 will come out onto the 
streets to protest. All that re- 
mains is for us to die. But we 
won’t even have enough money 
for a funeral." 


France, Continental announce alliance 


HOUSTON. Texas (AFP) — Air 
france and the U.S.-based Con- 
tinental Airlines announced 
Tueiday trey would form an 
alliance that would involve coor- 
dinated schedules in hopes of 
attracting new customers. 

Under the agreement, the air- 
lines would share terminals and 
advertising costs, and would issue 
single tickets to make it easier for 
customers to connect to Air 
France through Continental's 
hubs in Newark, New Jersey and 
Houston, lexas. 

“We are . strategically very 
well placed to cooperate,” said 

[Pasmorts 


Bernard Attalai, chairman of 
Groupe«\ir France in a state- 
ment. “The Air France group and 
Continental both have important 
domestic and international net- 
works.” 

Thfc agreement will begin to 
become effective on Nov. 1 and 
will be fully implemented by 
April 1, 1994, the statement said. 

Other airlines have come up 
with similar arrangements. 
Northwest and KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines have signed a 
similar accord, as has USAir and 
British Airways. 

Continental's alliance with Air 


France will give it access to 106 
airports i.i turope, while Air 
France will gain 197 destinations 
in 28 countries served by Con- 
tinental. 

Without the agreement. Air 
France, which like other airlines 
has had serious financial difficul- 
ties, would be virtually shut out 
of the U.S. market, analysts said. 

Continental, which is strong in 
the United States and in Asia, has 
had limited access to European 
airports, the two companies said. 
The alliance with Continental will 
give Air France access to the 
Newark airport, outside New 


York Gty, as well as other air- 
ports across the country where 
Continental aircraft may land. 

The French Transport and 
Tourism Minister Bernard B os- 
son confirmed earlier in Paris that 
there was a “new plan to get Air 
France moving again" despite the 
deteriorating financial situation 
of other worldwide airlines. 

Continental Airlines emerged 
from bankruptcy protection in 
late April after a court accepted 
its reorganisation plan based on 
a $450 million investment by Air 
Canada and U.S. investors. 
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Eastern N. Americ 
Europe links with 

r SINGAPORE (AFP) — The Un- 

ited States and Canada said 
(TOPQ Yin Wednesday they support links 

O vi Ly between evolving free trade areas 

, in North America and South East 

m smoke ^ ^ * 

LONDON (AFP) — Poland and State for East Asian and Pacific 
Hungary have by far the heaviest Affairs Winston Lord said both 
smokers rn the world, with an the ASEAN Free Trade Area 
average 2,500 cigarettes con- (AFT A) and the North American 
sumed per person per year. Free Trade Area (NAFTA) aim 
according to a report published to keep markets open. 

be Othe U r E tu 0 tries in caste™ “Tfcey are both oomfetmt :with 

Europe are prominent in the ® cn ® ra ' 

great stake, notably the former Tanffe Mid Trade, Mr. Ixird 
Yugoslavia with ati average of said at a jomt ^ conference zx 
1,924 cigarettes per year, though end of the Assoaation of 

the southern Pacific region, with ??Ji h AT l ast 

an average of 2,1*6, e4« slight- j£SEAN)i uuual Idatajj* with 

ly ahead of the eastern European ,ts main tradln B partners. 

average of 2,073. »j ^ink that together on both 

The Euromonitor market re- of ^ pacific we can work 

port, based on 1991 figures, ranks to reIatc NAFTA to APEC and 
Bulgaria in fourth place in aFTA," Mr. Lord said, referring 
Europe (1,880), followed by the to ^ Asia-Pacific Economic 
Czechs and Slovaks (1,707) and Cooperation (APEC) forum, 
Rusia (1,700). which was formed in 1989 to 

North America and the Euro- promote free trade and economic 
pean Community tie with an cooperation, 
average of 1,751 cigarettes each. 

Cleaner lungs are found in ASEAN groups Brunei, In- 
South America, with 901 doneria, Malaysia, the Philip- 
rigaiettes smoked per year per pines, Singapore and Thailand, 
person. Asia (897), the Middle Its main trading partners are An- 
East (723), North Africa (526) stralia, Canada, the European 
and Central America (408). In Community, Japan, New Zea- 
last place comes sub-Saharan land. South Korea and the Un- 
Africa, with an average, of 267. ited States. 

Riyadh extends customs 
exemption for cement 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia, facing cement shortages due to a 
post-Gulf war construction boom, has extended by six months a 
custom exemption for cement imports. 

The Saudi cabinet, chaired by King Fahd, agreed during the 
weekly meeting to extend an exemption period introduced in 
February by another six months. 

Experts said Saudi cement consumption, which readied 14.5 
million tonnes in 1992 when limited imports were allowed, was 
expected to rise to 16.5 million this year. 

Six of Saudi Arabia's cement producers plan expansion projects to 
boost capacity to 22 million tonnes from 14 million. 

Saudi Arabian cement firms have been reporting large profits since 
the end of the Gulf war in March 1991 as the kingdom, the world's 
largest oil producer and exporter, started several huge development 
and construction projects. 

T HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JULY 29, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


N. America support* free trade 

links with South East Asia ^ ^ 

ssessarasas 

Wednesday they support links minister PWnn - w reg jons, he said- , 
between evolving free trade areas tad Mr. Beatty said he am no 

in North America and South East link the ASEAN reason why AFTA and NAFTA 

Asia. 1 P ro P°^ t t0 r£L would should see themselyes;® a.com- 

£ colleagues that Canada wo relationship. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of Uke ^g cooperate with them on a ° hich links the Un- 

State for East Asian andPaaffc undertaking a study within the . ^ Canada andfltq* 

s^^ AandNAFTA - ^ 


to keep markets open. 

"They are both consistent with 
the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade,” Mr. Lord 
said at a joint news conference at 
the end of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations' 
(ASEAN) annual dialogue with 
its main trading partners. 

“I think that together on both 
sides of the Pacific we can work 
to relate NAFTA to APEC and 
AFTA," Mr. Lord said, referring 
to the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) forum, 
which was formed in 1989 to 
promote free trade and economic 
cooperation. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, In- 
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand. 
Its main trading partners are Au- 
stralia. Canada, die European 
Community, Japan, New Zea- 
land, South Korea and the Un- 
ited States. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Go 
out of your way to do something 
nice for allies and you will cement 
. better relations with them. Repay 
' soda! visits in the evening after you 
have improved your personal 
appearance. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You find that what you had 
thought to be settled and secure is 
not at all steady so adjust yourself 
to whatever new arrangements re- 
quire action. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your money matters are in a fluc- 
tuating state so be on the lookout 
for ways to handle them so you will 
get the greatest benefit from new 
aspects. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Sudden action that is unexpected 
by a partner can throw you for a 
loop unless you can adjust yourself 
quickly to this new situation pre- 
senting itself. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have some new ideas 
or plans that are all right if you can 
utilise and put them into active use 
in your everyday activities, in- 
terests. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Try to 
get acquaintances and loyal com- 
panions to get along better and this 
you can do by exerting your own 
special charm for pleasant 
togetherness. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Agreement between you and 


an outside associate should be hon- 
oured now to the letter as well as to 
the spirit even though it will take 
an effort to do so.^ v . ■ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October ' 
22) Pitch in and get those usual 
activities atten d ed to and in the 
best possible manner so you can 
get off to some new activities now 
presenting themselves. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A business matter with 
another person requires that you 
look to your own assets to see just 
what you can do to make a joint 
harmonious arrangement. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You feel an associ- 
ate is acting in too flighty a fashion 
but don’t draw away but be patient 
with this individual for there is 
much to gain by so doing. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get out and tell that 
influential ally of the good ideas 
you have for advancing your joint 
interests in the future and get 
desired support. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- i 
ary 19) You want to have a good 
time today but friends you wanted ' 
to be a part of entertainment have 
other ideas so go your own way 
and see them later. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your own judgment is good 
and you know just who to see to 
gain backing you desire so don’t let 
a critical partner keep you from 
following through. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JULY 30, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer , Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: can be sidestepped if you will make 

While you may feel that you are a point to remain calm and poised 
burdened beyond you capacity to- matter what arises, this saves 
day as Mercury oppose Neptune diappoiotmecits. 
and Uranus and the Moon in Cap- LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
ncom squares Jupiter you can 22) Don’t be too eager to make 

make progress with proper plan- some new arrangements but look 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You are all apt to dash from one 
interest to another without 
finishing anything so channel your 
efforts in a single direction, follow 
through. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are unsure about just where 
you stand on a financial matter and 
you can make mistake if you veer 
from one point of view to another. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You 
are restless and vivadous and can't 
seem to make up your mind on a 
definite course to gain some objec- 
tive but there is no hurry so de- 
liberate. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You want to get out from 
under most whatever you are doing 
but that would solve nothing and 
merely postpone results so have 
stic Ic-to-ative ness. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
are now able to look at all sides of 
any proposition and arrive at com- 
mon Sense conclusions so approach 
business matters in this particular 
way. 

VJKGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Tensions in the outside world 


v ^ry carefully into any changes 
before making them or you can 
find many revisions necessary. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Don't get into a discussion 
with your attachment about some- 
thing that neither of you agree 
about or an interminable discus- 
sion could take place. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You can’t seem to 
pm an associate down to making a 
definite committment you desire 
but its just as well as it would not 
be kept in any event. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You are not sure you 
are doing your tasks just right but 
you nave an uncanny knack for 
working out issues that arise so use 
your talent at these. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2l to Febru- 
ary 19) You want to spend your 
hrrrcM a number of recreations 
which is all right so long as you 
m ake su re you do not give the 
impression of flightiness. 

HSCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Some. friction can develop at 
your residence if you or a member 
of your family is critical so keep 
this, mi mind and it can be easily 
avoided. 3 



teiieve t he goals of million people. 

Japan tells builders to cut 
dubious spending 

suit - a 

£ onra mtb their tax “We are consider^ ways for 
dLiaraSms^ cut down illegal builders to regain pubhc trust and 
StiSdS-te Officials JS. we think at ™ 

Construction companies want- spending could be owof them. 
fogTollSf favourTth pohti- But we are not yet ready to reveal 
dans who might give them large specifics, he saia. . 
public works contracts have been T7ie slush-fundsare notjustfor 
2nml tea series of scandals that ^Uncians. Eg 


central to a ui minw . ... j k 

have brought down some of the gifts to people living around 
mightiest figures in Japan. struction sites and industry 
And at tnecore of their illegal analysts said the construction 

political donations is a tax system ministry thinks these grassroots 
which allows companies to fudge donations would be. harder to 
the gifts as “unspecified expend)- give up. 

ture” so long as they don’t seek The biggest fish to be caughtm 
tax deductions. the construction industry s brib- 

An official at the National Tax ery net is Shin Kanemaxu, cur- 
Admmistration Agency said the rentiy on trial for not paymg tax 
agency had asked builders to cut on 3.3 billion yen ($31 imihon) in 
their unspecified expenditure. He donations. Much of the money is 
gave no further details. said to have come from building 

The construction ministry is firms. , ■ 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Harris 

harms! 




‘If I could live my We over I’d marry 
again...but I’d wait ’til i’m 90!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these low Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


HEMRY 


DUT1A 


HUBLES 


POMLEY 


Print answer here: 


I Chaitey sayi } y 

nr 5 a great 3 phime beef 5 

pfcce t e 


£ 7,-\ 




OFTEN LEAPS TO 
ATOUSH steak;. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


I Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's Jumbtes: REBEL THICK ARCTIC EXHORT 

I Answer The oldest revolver in the gunsmith's study — 
THE EARTH 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Barber's 
powder 
5 Tennis greal 
9 Drowsed 

14 Medley 

15 Secured debt 

16 Biblical prophet 
T7 Certain 

weapons 

19 Goose genus 

20 Shore 

21 Ms Lansbury 

22 Actress Sandra 

23 USA word: abbr. 

24 Declivity 

20 Before wetter or 
bell 

30 Summer 
desserts 

34 Reading matter 

36 Crony 

37 Stew 

38 Vidntty 

39 Savor 

41 Grandpa’s 
memory bank? 

42 Hostels 

0 Lamb's mother 
44 Com 

46 Whip 

47 Corrodes 

49 Requested 

50 Unctuous 
52 Do lace 

54 in abundance 
57 Fortifications 

62 Happily 

63 Pan of a kid's 

COwboy Outfit 

|4 Sophia of films 

65 Proficient 

66 Hun king 

67 Extra 

®8 High school 
student 
69 Thicket 

DOWN 

1 Preschoolers 

2 Herbal panacea 

3 Peru city 

4 Tress trainer 

5 Simple plants 

6 Went bad 

7 Man on deck 

B Printers spaces 
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by Gerald R. Ferguson 
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10 Muzzleloadinn 
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12 Pare 

13 GWTW place 

; 8 Song of the Alps 
21 Easy gaits 

23 Amo. a mas. 

24 Escargot 

25 Oooneor Luft 

26 Dutch and 
microwave 
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29 Unlikely triumph 
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Ruble reform causes 
major political 
setback for Yeltsin 
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By Sergei Shargorodsky 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The explosive ru- 
ble reform launched by Russia’s 
Central Bank has damaged Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin politically and 
could backfire economically. 

Reformers called it a financial- 
ly senseless attempt to discredit 
the president. Hard-liners said 
the painful step revealed the gov- 
ernment's incompetence and Jack 
of concern for the people. 

Mr. Yeltsin had rushed back 
from vacation to ease the terms of 
the ruble exchange and halt a 
series of legislative moves by his 
opponents to derail his free-mar- 
ket reforms. 

Despite Mr. Yeltsin's efforts to 
soften the blow on ordinary Rus- 
sians, the president must counter 
the perception he either initially 
endorsed the measure or faile d to 
block it in time. 

“The main blame for this un- 
popular action will be put on the 
president,” noted Yevgeny 
Kiselev, a popular pro- Yeltsin 
television commentator. 

Mr. Yeltsin's chief political 
foe, parliament speaker Ruslan 
Khasbulatov. seized the initiative 
over the weekend while the presi- 
dent kept silent. 

Mr. Khasbulatov appeared on 
national television and called the 
move ‘a direct violation of human 
rights,” saying the lawmakers 
would fire those responsible un- 
less the measure was revoked.. 

Other opponents, including 
Vice President Alexander Ruts- 
koi, the hard-line National Salva- 
tion Front and the Conservative 
Civic Union, were quick to con- 
demn the Centra] Bank’s action. 

The hardliners' arguments fell 
on fertile soil. Millions of Rus- 
sians were bit bard in the most 
sensitive spot — their pockets. 
They felt they were being robbed 
by their own government. 

By setting a ceiling of 35,000 
rubles on cash exchanges and 
ordering the rest to be deposited 
into six-month bank accounts, the 
Central Bank threatened to turn 
their savings into worthless 
paper. 

The cabinet backed .the step, 
carried out in the tradition of 
communist-era monetary re- * 


forms. 

Many Russians recalled the 
1961 reform of Soviet Leader 
Nikita Khrushchev, when prices 
jumped alongside a 10-1 ex- 
change of old rabies, or the 1991 
reform of Soviet Prime Minister 
Valentin Pavlov, which almost 
instandy nullified all 50- and 100- 
ruble notes. 

The level of government en- 
dorsement for the reform, and 
Mr. Yeltsin’s personal support 
for the measure remain a mys- 
tery. It was announced early 
Saturday as Mr. Yeltsin was vaca- 
tioning and Finance Minister 
Boris Fyodorov, a leading refor- 
mer, was in the United States. 

"Ail top leaders of the country, 
except for Boris Fyodorov... 
knew about this measure.” said 
the deputy head of the Central 
Bank, Alexander Khandruyev. 

Some media reports said Mr. 
Yeltsin did not know about the 
entire plan or was unaware of its 
key details. 

Mr. Fyodorov interrupted his 
trip and harried back to Moscow. 
In a statement, he called the 
move a ‘’political provocation 
aimed at inciting public discon- 
tent against the president, his 
cabinet and the course” of re- 
form. 

Gleb Yakunin, a leader of the 
Democratic Russia Movement, 
said the move was part of the 
legislative offensive against Mr. 
Yeltsin’s market reforms, and 
urged him to dismiss Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
and Central Bank Chairman Vik- 
tor Gerashchenko. 

The Central Bank said it took 
the measure to combat inflation, 
now running at about 800 per 
cent a year, and liquidate about 
1.7 trillion of mostly old rubles 
held by the former Soviet repub- 
lics. 

Economists, including Mr. 
Fyodorov, said there was no 
financial basis for the measure, 
warning it would cause a flood of 
old rubles from other former 
Soviet republics, fuel inflation, 
undermine small businesses and 
put western aid in question. 

~ The reform already has jeopar- 
.dised plans reached earlier this 
taonth for an economic union of 
Russia, Ukraine and Belarus. 
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COBMHT'S IUUS 


ARAB BANK 

JORDAN NATION AX. BAKE 

CAIRO AtClAH DANK 

DANK OF JORDAN 

KIBOU EAST INVESTMENT DA HA. 

INDUSTRIAL. SEVEIOPHEItT BANK 

THE NOOSING BANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 

JORDAN ISZJUflC DANK 

UNION DARK FOR SAVTItO £ INVESTMENT 

BUSINESS BANE 

BETT EUUU. SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR ROUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

OKI VERBAL INSURANCE 

TARMOUK INSURANCE ( REINSURANCE 

JORDAN GOLF INSURANCE 

THE NATIONAL Am.tR INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

TRB1D DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

VEHICLES OWNERS FEDERATION 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN GULF HEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INTERHATZORAL TRADING CENTER 

MAEHIHARS &0ULP. BEHTIBC G MAINTENANCE 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION t ALRA'I 

JORDAN PRESS A PUBLISHING /AD- DU ST OCR 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST A C O MMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT A EDUCATION 

ATTAKQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN IgH E N T FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM HEF7IUUIY 

JORDAN TANNING 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL A AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

ARAD PHARMACEUTICAL MAN U FACTOR INC 

■TmiMH CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN DAIRY 

TUX JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
THE PUBLIC MINING 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 
RAT I A INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 
DAE AX. DAK* DEVELOPMENT t INVESTMENT 
ARAD INVESTMENT E INEPMATIOKAL TRADE 
.ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING A TRACING 
JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION • 

RATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
RATTONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PCZRD-CHDRXCAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHH5ICAL INDUSTRIES 
ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES A MATCH'JIKCO 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL CABLE A “IRE MAN'jrACTtJPXK: 

JORDAN SULPRO- CHEMICALS 

ARAB CENTER FOR FNARM. i. CHEMICALS 

JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR AGRI. t FOOD PROG. 

RAMMER INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
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Sudan to resume talks with IMF on debts soon 


AMMAN (R) — Khartoum will 
resume talks with the IMF in 
Washington soon to try to solve a 
dispute over SI .5 bilion of unpaid 
debts to the fund. Sudan's Indus- 
try Minister Taj A1 Sir Mustafa 
said Wednesday. 

The International Monetary 
Fundy (IMF) which has, ted sior- 
my ties with Khartoum, 
announced this month it began 

e rocedures to rule Sudan ineligi- 
te to draw funds because of 
non-payment of debts. 

“Finance Minister (Abdul 
Rahim Hamdi), at the invitation 
of the IMF. is leaving to 
Washington in the next few days 
to continue discussions on 


Sudan's case in an effort to solve 
the debts issue,” Mr. Mustafa, on 
a visit to Jordan, told Reuters. 

Sudan urged the IMF last week 
to reconsider steps to suspend its 
membership and open a dialogue 
over its arrears, the largest in 
Africa. 

Mr. Mustafa said Khartoum 
would also raise an earlier re- 
quest for a SI billion stabilisation 
fund to rehabilitate the country’s 
war-tom economy to enable it 
resume debt repayment. 

He cited two main “technical” 
issues blocking an agreement 
with the IMF — SI. 5 billion in 
arrears and demands that Sudan 
apply interest rates in its banks. 


“We are a member state, but 
we have not received a single cent 
from the fund since 1984," he 
said, adding that all of Sudan’s 
debts were incurred under the 
rule of former president Jaafar Al 
Numeiri, who was ousted in the 
late 1980s. 

“They (IMF) are insisting that 
we use interest rates in our Isla- 
mic banking system which is 
based on profit sharing and this is 
a dispute of principle wirh the 
IMF.” Mr. Mustafa said. 

Islam forbids usury. Instead, 
banks following Islamic rules, 
give a percentage of profits in- 
stead of interest. 

Mr. Mustafa stressed that 


Sudan’s problems with the IMF, 
in reality, were of a “political 
nature,” but did not elaborate. 

He said Khartoum's recently- 
adopted “free market measures" 
were in line with IMF policies," 
including steps such as freeing 
price controls, a lilting of sub- 
sidies and exchange controls. 

“The IMF teams say there are 
no technical problems. It is the 
political issue which is the only 
obstacle because there is no 
reason why the IMF should have 
a problem with us,” he said. 

Mr. Mustafa referred to an 
IMF memorandum circulated to 
donoxs in August on Sudan's 
success in achieving a 11.3 per 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


1 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 



leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 



f on the London Foreign Exchange and 

bullion markets Wednes- 



day. 





U.S. SI. 00 costs 

1.2830/40 

Canadian dollar 




1.7200/10 

Deuischemarks 




1.9330/40 

Dutch guilders 




1.5139/49 

Swiss francs 




35.61/62 

Belgian francs 


r.vT: 


5.8625/75 

French francs 




1604.2/6.2 

Italian lire 

1 



105.55/65 

Japanese yen 




8.0780/80 

Swedish crowns 



- 

7.3700/00 

Norwegian crowns 



■ 

6.6980/80 

Danish crowns 

1 


One sterling 

$1.4900/10 




One ounce of gold 

$391.45/391.95 , 
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SOON SOON 

A GREAT AUCTION 

of old luxurious furniture and 
rare Persian carpets 


The old Furniture House 

holds a sealed envelope auction for a large collec- 
tion of old luxurious furniture and rare Persian 
carpets as of Monday, Aug. 2, 1993. until Aug. 4. 
1993. From 10 a.m. till 7 p.m. in the 
Lutheran School hall 

Umm Al Summaq/near the municipality/Mecca 
Street — Al Sinbad Gas Station way. 

Please call tel. 828369 



Under the management of: Tawfiq Ablad and 
Lina Abed Rabbo 


The National Music Conservatory/ 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 


E ntries are now being accepted for 
the November 6, 1993 Music 
Theory Examination of the Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of Music. 
Registration will take place at the 
National Music Conservatory, Jabal 
Amman, Behind the Embassy of 
Kuwait, Atiyat Building, tel. 687620 . 
Registration Hours : 

9:00 - 12:00 a.m. 

4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Daily except Fridays 

Closing date: August 10, 1993 


cent GNP growth and urging 
them to deal with Khartoum de- 
spite the unpaid debt. 

"The IMF told us that our 
economic performance was not 
faulty... they (fund) began feeling 
we are a serious country bent on 
real reform, but suddenly, in 
October, they changed and told 
us we first had to solve our 
political problems with our 
donors.” He said.. “But those 
very donors and financial institu- 
tions whom we approach, look at 
our performance, tell us they 
want to finance us but then tell us 
‘first go solve your problems with 
the IMF.” 

Mr. Mustafa said there were 
several Western donors keen on 
funding but could not go further 
be4~»*‘«e there was “no green 


light” from the IMF. 

“The World Bank helped us in 
rehabilitating our public sector 
sugar industry and were pleased 
with our performance which dou- 
bled to 210,000 tonnes by the end 
of June,” he said. “But their 
continued support is dependent 
on approval of the IMF.” 

He said an IMF team, which 
visited Khartoum last week, “was 
impressed" by Sudan’s ability to 
narrow the budget deficit to less 
than five per cent of GDP in this 
year’s budget ended June 30. 

“We increased revenues by 103 
per cent and reduced expenditure 
and the actual deficit to 34 billion 
Sudanese pounds,” he said. He 
did not elaborate on the latest 
budget figures. 


Kuwait denies investment 
in Portugal illegal 


LISBON (Rj — A senior Kuwaiti 
official denied Tuesday press 
allegations that S60 million of 
Kuwaiti state funds were ilteeally 
used for a hotel project in l*or- 
rueal. 

“I’m sure there have been no 
illegalities,” the official 
who asked not to be identified, 
told Reuters during a visit to 
Portugal. 

Newspapers in London and 
Kuwait have said the partially 
state-owned Kuwait International 
Investment Company (KIIC) 
made large losses on ns alleged 
investment of public funds in a 
hotel on Portugal's southern 
Algarve coast. 

A former executive of KIIC in 
Portugal said KIIC invested S2S 
million in the Sheraton Algarve 
Hotel near the resort town of 


AJbufeira and lent a further S60 
million to its owners. 

The man, who asked not to be 
named, told Reuters that KIIC 
made the five-year loan to the 
hotel’s mainly Kuwaiti owners, 
whom he said* were closely linked 
to KIIC’s own directors. 

The 215-bed luxury hotel which 
opened in August last year is 
owned bv United Investments 
Portugal f.t. s.a. lUIP), which is 
regarded in the Portuguese tour- 
ist' trade as Kuwaiti-owned. 

The former KIIC executive said 
KIIC had a three per cent stake in 
UIP through a property fund 
which KIIC managed. 

"There could be a conflict of 
interest here." he said. 

A UIP official contacted by 
Reuters said he was unable to say 
who owned UIP. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DE LI V ER1ES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AAVN kawarasons 

L.6CW!37S-.&ft969* ^ 

•.o box 7606 

AMMAN 




Every Friday & Sunday 

FAMILY LUNCH 

Addto JjK 7.000 LOOP 

Aodoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordon Supermarket 
Building . 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
. AMMAN - JORDAN 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN ” 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 
Antalya $ 800 H/B 
Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 
Cyprus $770 B/B 
All in 5 star INTI HTLS 

Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 



Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
Internationa) & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 






' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Varmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasfe our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 


^ The Best Oriental Fund in Town 

03t RESTAURANT 


■ Chinese, That, Phiiiipino, In donisia n, Malaysian 
& Japanese specialities 

’ Live Band "6” nights a week j 

World wide programs VIA satellite | 

Takeaways & delivery Available * 


Hours; 12 Noon 12 Midnight 
Friday 5P.M Midnight 


JCtuMur, Siroci - 2na c.rcic Jobal Amrr.jn -CpposJc Frcncn Loaf _ 653482 


Jt 




CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Ci ni l fthi 

120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from an great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles ot China. 
Prepared by our 
Chinese chefs 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Tike am; sendees 
Jana Al Hussein 
Ministry of Trace 
& Industrial Rd. 
T«L 693004 



1 M.4ADAREV RESTAURAMl 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open tr.JWO.Jn A. A,ily| 

Take away is available 

Wao. Sac'd Rmo 
ne3 r Pruiaseiprua Merer S\ 


[Tel 681922, Amman 

Vncc lasted 



The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TaktawaybanllaMi 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


Poo! 

.Table. 






FREE 

6 Munchi'es 

Reduced Drink Prices 

7 - 9 PM Daily 

642401 


THE 





ififeze/ia 

Restaurant 




Restaurant 

•Open air terrace, 

* Round table for 1 2- IS 
guests. 

* Open 7 days 3 week 
Tei 613572 

2cid circle - Jabal Amman. 


“homely and intimate’ 


Tel. 630571 Fax. 63057 2 


M FOR YOUR 

v-.Kyjssf; yy-'i ; <■ -v jv ■< 
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Bosnians negotiate ethnic division 


GENEVA (R) — Bosnia's Mus- 
bm President Alija Izetbegovic 
sat down with his Serb and Croat 
enemies Wednesday to begin the 
tortuous process of negotiating 
Ws country’s future ethnic divi- 
sion. 

On the second day of peace 
talks that mediators hope to con- 
tinue until a final settlement is 
reached, the beleaguered presi- 
dent met the leaders of Serb and 
Croat factions and their political 
masters from Serbia and Croatia 
proper. 

Sources close to the Geneva 
talks said the discussions were to 
focus on maps showing the out- 
lines of three ethnic mini-states, 
as jointly proposed by Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 

■ and Croat leader Mate Bo ban. 

Although Mr. Izetbegovic still 
rejects any such “confederal solu- 
tion" for Bosnia, the sources said 
hard bargaining had nevertheless 
begun on who gets what after 16 

■ months of brutal conflict. 

One couice close to the nego- 
tiations said Serb leader Karadzic 
presented a map Tuesday under 
which the Muslims, who repre- 
sented over 40 per cent of Bos- 
nia's pre-war population, would 
receive about 27 per cent of its 
territory. 

The Karadzic plan would effec- 
tively confine the Muslims to a 
rump Bosnian republic around 
the capital Sarajevo and to a 
pocket of territory in the north- 
west. Three Muslim enclaves in 
eastern Bosnia would come under 
Serb control. 

Both. Mr. Izetbegovic and in- 
ternational mediators Lord Owen 


and Thorvald Stoltenberg were 
said to have objected to the plan, 
saying it sold the Muslims short. 

The mediators were said to be 
insisting that Muslims receive at 
least 30 per cent of Bosnian terri- 
tory, against the estimated 15 per 
cent they currently control. 

Speaking to reporters before 
the talks, Serb leader Karadzic 
issued a blunt warning that there 
were two ways to end the war and 
the Muslims could only choose 
one of them. 

“One way would be through 
talks, the other would be total 
defeat of one side — and it would 
be the Muslim side," he said. 

“They are well-armed but they 
cannot fight against the Christian 
majority of Croats and Serbs. 
They should accept an agreement 
immediately because what they 
get around the table they cannot 
get through fighting," he added. 

Diplomats said the more diffi- 
cult bargaining might come be- 
tween Muslims and Croats, for- 
mer allies who have been recently 
locked in a fierce grab for terri- 
tory in central Bosnia. 

Although the Serbs appeared 
willing to give up some of the 70 
per cent of Bosnia they have 
taken since they launched their 
rebellion against the Sarajevo 
administration in April 1992, 
Bosnian Croats were said to be 
refusing to cede more valuable 
land in the centre of the country. 

The Croats were also under 
pressure to allow tire Muslims 
enough territory to the southwest 
of Sarajevo to give them a realis- 
tic chance of setting up viable 
transport links to a tree-port on 


the Adriatic Sea. 

The official timetable of the 
Geneva conference began with a 
meeting between Mr. Izetbego- 
vic, Bo ban and Croatian Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman. Mr. Izet- 
begovic was accompanied by 
other members of the collective 
Bosnian presidency. 

Two hours later Mr. Izetbego- 
vic held talks with Serb leader 
Mr. Karadzic and Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic, gener- 
ally seen as Mr. Karadzic’s main 
backer. 

Halfway into the second day of 
talks, diplomats and conference 
officials reported a general mood 
of optimism although Lord Owen 
told reporters he would be sur- 
prised if any deal were struck 
before the weekend. 

Meanwhile the U.N. Wednes- 
day played down a shelling attack 
In Sarajevo that exposed French 
U.N. troops to fire for the second 
time in two days. 

U.N. officials also acknow- 
ledged that troops m Bosnia had 
so far been unable to implement 
fully the U.N.’s “safe areas" 
scheme for the republic's be- 
leaguered Muslims in any one of 
the six havens, including the 
capital. 

A detachment of 40 French 
soldiers who were setting up a 
base at Sarajevo's television cen- 
tre Tuesday fled into the base- 
ment when shells began crashing 
down dose to the complex. 

But U.N. military spokesman 
Barry Frewer said the barrage, 
which followed a direct Serb 
attack on another French U.N. 
military base in the Bosnian 


capital Sunday, had not been 
aimed at the troops. 

He said it may have been a 
spillover from heavy fighting on 
-nearby Zuc Hill, one of only two 
heights overlooking the Serb- 
besieged capital that is still in 
Muslim-led- government hands. 

“They did not consider it an 
attack on their position and 
therefore they did not return 
fire,” Maj. Frewer told a news 
briefing. 

Maj. Frewer said the shells at 
the TV building were believed to 
have come from Serb positions 
but be could not be certain. 

France called on the United 
Nations and NATO Tuesday to 
activate plans to provide air cover 
for the 9,000 U.N. ground forces 
in Bosnia, who have come under 
repeated attack, usually from 
small arms, since they arrived in 
Bosnia late last year. 

In Washington, President Bill 
Clinton reaffirmed Wednesday 
that the United States would con- 
sider using air power to defend 
United Nations troops in Bosnia 
if asked to do so. 

'The position of the United 
States has long been that if the 
United Nations troops were 
attacked there we will do our part 
to protect them by making avail- 
able air power," Mr. Clinton said 
in a picture taking session with 
congressional Democrats. 

“We have not yet been asked 
to do that," Mr. Clinton added. 
“If we are asked, that is some- 
thing we .will seriously consider.” 

“I'm going to be reviewing it m 
the next couple of days,” Mr. 
Clinton added. 


Rebel bombs cause blackout in Lima 
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Congress 
committee 
cuts SDI 
programme 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
A congressional panel cut $800 
million from President Bill Clin- 
ton's request for S3.8 billion for 
tiie ballistic missile defence prog- 
ramme once known as the 
Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI). 

The Hou^q. of Representatives 
Armed Services Committee re- 
jected a still deeper cat advocated 
by Chairman Ron Dellums, a 
Democrat from California, to 
approve the cut by a margin of 29 
to 27. 

The programme, dabbed Star 
Wars during former President 
Ronald Reagan’s administration, 
is slated to be shifted to a ground- 
abased defences rather than space- 
based weapons to intercept in- 
coming ballistic missiles. 

Also Tuesday, the Armed Ser- 
vices Committee rejected a bid to 
throw out the ban on homosex- 
uals serving in the military, and 
approved a policy stating that 
homosexuality undermines readi- 
ness. 

The panel planned to work 
Hi rough the night to finish work 
on the $263 billion defence 
budget 

The Armed Services Commit- 
tee approved $111 million Tues- 
day to pay for U.S. military parti- 
cipation in international 
peacekeeping operations. 

The money was included by a 
33-22 vote in the annual U.S. 
defence authorisation bill for next 
year. 

The bill would establish a new 
precedent for congressional fund- 
ing of U.S. military costs of parti- 
cipating in international opera- 
tions, in addition to paying to the 
United Nations the U.S. share for 
such operations. 

Several Republicans on the 
committee objected that the 
separate funds for the U.S. milit- 
ary might enable a president to 
commit U.S. troops to some in- 
ternational operation on his own. 

President Ginton requested 
the military money in addition to 
more than $600 million for the 
U.S. contribution to U.N. 
peacekeeping operations next 
year. 

Congressional committees 
have cut the $600 million to about 
$420 million but Congress has not 
taken final action yet. 

The New York Times said 
Wednesday the United States is 
preparing an aims control plan 
that would ban the production of 
materials used to make nuclear 
weapons. 

The administration of Presi- 
dent Ginton is making plans to 
propose a worldwide ban on the 
production of highly enriched 
uranium and plutonium unless it 
is used for nuclear power and 
subject to international inspec- 
tion, the newspaper said- 

Under the proposal, which has 
not yet been finalised, all nations 
would be asked to sign interna- 
tional agreements to stop produc- 
ing uranium and plutonium for 
weapons. The United States 
already has such a policy but 
Britain, China and Russia do not. 

The newspaper said adminis- 
tration experts believe the plan, 
combined with a ban on nuclear 
testing, would restrain weapons 
development. 
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Worst seems over in South Asia floods 

KATHMANDU (R) — The worst appears to be over in floods 
which have savaged Nepal, Bangladesh and north India killing 
more than 4,000 people, officials said Wednesday. Officials in all 
three countries reported water levels dropping in dozens of rivers 
which, after ferocious monsoon rains, stormed over their banks, 
swept away villages, made millions homeless and caused heavy 
crop damage. “The worst seems to be over now,” said Nepali 
weatherman Puma Sbrestha who reported the heaviest rainfall in 
the region for nearly two decades. “It didn't rain, it literally 
poured,” be said. Officials in India and Bangladesh said river 
levels were dropping in dearer weather, allowing relief operations 
to be stepped up for millions of people who are short of food and 
threatened by cholera epidemic. 

Kazakhs, Uzbeks call for CIS meeting 

MOSCOW (R) — The leaders of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, 
complaining that unilateral decision-making was harming econo- 
mic reforms in the Commonwealth of Independent States, called 
Wednesday for an urgent GS summit. “On all sides, agreements 
achieved with great difficulty are being broken by unilateral 
decisions,” the two presidents said in a statement published by 
ITAR-TASS News Agency and apparently prompted by Russia's 
drastic monetary reform this week. 

Rivers collide as Kansas City braces 

KANSAS 'CITY, Missouri (R) — Flood surges from the Missouri 
and Kansas Rivers collided at their confluence in Kansas City 
Tuesday, forcing massive evacuations and straining already 
weakened levees. Nervous officials braced for the worst as the 
charging waters pounded the embankment at the month of the 
Kansas River. “It's dose, too dose, bat it looks like the dike is 
bolding right now,” said Kansas Gty Fire Chief Charles Fischer. 
Weekend rains across Nebraska, Kansas and eastern Iowa have 
fed the swollen rivers, with record crests forecast to converge on a 
triangular battery of levees and dikes that wall in the confluence 
and protect hundreds of homes and shops. 

Ukraine, U.S. sign defence pact 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States and Ukraine Tuesday 
signed the first U.S. defence cooperation pact with a former 
Soviet republic, but it fell short of the security guarantees sought 
by Ukraine's parliament as a precondition to giving up its 1,600 
nuclear warheads. The modest agreement for exchanges of 
military officials and the provision of U.S. defence expertise was 
signed by Ukrainian Defence Minister Konstantin Morozov and 
U.S. Defence Secretary Les Aspin at the Pentagon. They called it 
a base for expanding future military and other ties and for 
improving Ukraine's security from its neighbours. One of those 
neighbours in Russia, which has demanded that Kiev turn over 
the former Soviet nuclear arms to Russia for destruction. 

Protestants fail to kill IRA ally 

BEFLAST (R) — Protestant extremists narrowly failed in an 
attempt to kill a woman councillor from Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the Irish Republican Army (IRA). The Ulster Freedom 
Fighters, an outlawed Protestant group fighting to keep Northern 
Ireland British, admitted responsibility for the attack on Annie 
Armstrong's West Belfast home and said it was “sheer luck” that 
it failed. A gunman fired through the window of the family house, 
hitting the television set and narrowly missing the Armstrong 
family of five. It was tiie second attack within 24 hours by the 
Ulster Freedom Fighters who also placed a carbomb outside the 
home of a moderate nationalist councillor with the Soda] 
Democratic and Labour Party. No one was hurt. 

4th suspect identified in Rio massacre 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — A fourth policeman has been 
identified as a suspect in the massacre of seven street children who 
were shot to death in the city centre here, police said. Police said 
he was Lieutenant Anderson Marcelo Pinheiro de Albuquerque, 
like the three suspects in the case, a member of Rio de Janeiro's 
40,000 strong militarised police force. Nilo Batista, the state 
secretary in charge of the Civil Police investigating the massacre, 
said late Monday the case had been solved and all remaining 
suspects would be detained in the coming hours. The children 
were killed early Friday outside the Candelaria Church, a Rio de 
Janeiro landmark in the city centre where about 50 minors were 
sleeping in the streets. 

Firebomb destroys NAACP office 

SACRAMENTO, California (AFP) — The office of the National 
Association for tiie Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP) 
was destroyed by a firebomb tossed through a window, the second 
such attack in a week, officials said. No one was injured in tiie 
predawn attack Tuesday and no arrests have been made, officials 
said. It took four hours to put out the fire which destroyed 
records, office equipment and furniture. A pipe bomb exploded 
at tiie NAACP office in Tacoma, Washington Friday. “We see 
these acts as part of an emerging trend of attempts by the 
right-wing elements in our society to thwart the veiy positive 
re-awakening" of activism within the civil rights movement,” said 
-Benjamin Chavis, NAACP’s executive director. 


Nigerian 
parties 
agree on 
government 
plan 

LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s two 
parties have agreed on a plan for 
an interim government and hope 
the military will accept it to end 
the crisis arising from scrapped 
elections, a party spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

Social Democratic Party (SDP) 
spokesman Amos Idakula told 
Reuters the plan bad been agreed 
in talks with the National Republi- 
can Convention (NRC). 

“The shaping of the interim 
option will come after the milit- 
ary government accepts it,” Mr. 
Idakula said. 

President Ibrahim Babangida, 
who has pledged to step down on 
Aug. 27, scrapped June 12 pres- 
idential elections, alleging mal- 
practices, even though local and 
foreign observers said it was free 
and fair. 

General Babangida considered 
the idea of an interim govern- 
ment two weeks ago but later 
dropped it, saying his .civilian 
successor could be chosen only 
through a fresh ballot. 

“There is not going to be an 
election. Even t^e NRC are not 
ready for election,” Mr. Idakula 
said from the capital Abuja, 
where leaden of the two parties 
have been meeting since 
Tuesday. 

Moshood Abiola, the SDP's 
candidate in the June polls, was 
weQ ahead in tallies before the 
military annulled the results. He 
has claimed since that he is the 
president-elect. 

“If there cannot be election by 
Aug. 27, the government can 
either swear in Abiola or install 
interim government,’’ Mr. 


an 


Idakula said. “...As far as we are 
concerned there is no other op- 
tion.” 


LIMA (AFP) — Shining Path 
guerrillas ' bombed vital power 
lines late Tuesday, plunging most 
of the city in darkness, as other 
bombs went off outside five 
banks causing some damage but 
no victims, police said. 

The attacks came hours after a 
van loaded with explosives blew 
up outside the U.S. embassy 
causing heavy damage and injur- 
ing two police officers. A sus- 
pected guerrilla was shot and 
killed while trying to escape, 
police said. 

The wave of guerrilla bombings 
and attacks since Monday are 
.apparently aimed at disrupting 
Wednesday's independence day 
celebrations and at proving Presi- 
dent Alberto Fujimori’s boast 
that the Shining Path is moribund 
wrong. 

Mr. Fujimori, who after a 
military-backed power grab last 
year vowed to rid the country of 
guerrilla violence, marks his third 
year in office Wednesday. 

State-run power company 
Electro Lima said electricity 
would be gradually restored to all 
areas, but had no assessment of 
the damage caused to its installa- 
tions. 

The five bombs that went off at 
the time of the blackout damaged 
the banks and nearby buildings, 
but caused no victims, police 
said. 

Thousands of people were out 
celebrating the country’s 172nd 
independence anniversary late 
Tuesday when the power out- 
age and the explosions sent 
most of them back to the safety of 
their homes. 



A Peruvian army soldier keeps 
reporters away from the site of an 

The U.S. embassy bomb 
caused heavy damage to the right 
side of the four-storey building, 
breaking windows ana setting a 
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explosion at the U*S. em bassy in 
Lima (AFP photo) 

number of small fires. An 
armoured car parked in front of 
the embassy was left a twisted 
mess of metal. 


7-party summit to fix Japan coalition 


TOKYO (R) — Seven Japanese 
opposition parties accelerated 
talks Wednesday on forming a 
coalition government and agreed 
to unveil a policy platform Thurs- 
day after a meeting of party 
leaders, officials said. 

“In terms of basic policies, our 
seven parties are in agreement." 
said Socialist Secretary-General 
Hirotaka Akamatsu. 

“It will be the first change of 
government in 38 years so we are 
proceeding very cautiously,” Mr. 
Akamatsu said after talks among 
senior officials of the seven par- 
ties. 

The seven party leaders were 
to meet from 5 p.m. (0800 GMT) 
Thursday, he added. 

Since the July 18 general elec- 
tion, when the tong-ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) tost its 
majority, agreement by all the 
non-Communist opposition par- 
ties to hold a summit has been 
seen as tiie test of their deter- 
mination to take power. 

Another opposition official, 
Hajime Isbii or the Japan Renew- 
al Party, said there had so far 
been no talk c ho should be 
chosen as rime minis- 

ter. He saia m, ties might 
work all night to put the finishing 
touches on a common platform. 

After 10 days l ost-electoral 
manoeuvring as boiL LDP and 


opposition parties sought a 
majority, a decisive break came 
Wednesday when two fence-sit- 
ting parties — the Japan New 
Party and the Harbinger New 
Party — swung over to the 
opposition camp, apparently sea- 
ting the LDP’s fate. 

The seven are already commit- 
ted to speedy enactment of far- 
reaching electoral and other re- 
forms aimed at curbing the wide- 
spread corruption in Japanese 
public life. 

In Wednesday's policy talks, 
the parties discussed a range of 
other policy decisions, starting 
with possible income tax cuts and 
a need to acknowledge the coun- 
try's World War II “guilt." 

Kazuo Aichi, another Japan 
Renewal Party offiriaL J s&tHt and 
the other opposition groups had 
not agreed on details of a^pro- 
jected income tax cut. ' 

They had yet to decide whether 
such a tax cut should be carried 
out as a pump-priming measure 
or as part of an overhaul of the 
entire lopsided tax system, he 
said. 

Mr. Aichi said the party dele- 
gates did not discuss cutting de- 
fence spending, which some 
opposition parties had proposed 
as a way of financing the tax cut. 

Back in the foundering LDP. 
rival camps nominated candidates 


to succeed lame duck Prime 
Minister Kiicfai Miyazawa as par- 
ty president 

■ Party lawmakers and repre- 
sentatives of regional chapters 
vote Friday for a new president, a 
job once body contested because 
it guaranteed the prime minis- 
tership. 

Now, however, the LDP pres- 
idency looks to be a less desirable 
prize. At the last minute, ambi- 
tious former Finance Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto reversed a 
decision to stand. 

In the end, Friday’s ballot will 
pit Michio Watanabe, 70-ycar~oW 
representative of tiie LDP old 
guard, against Yohei Kono, 56, 
who win carry the . banner for 
party reformists. 

- Mr. Watanabe, boss of a large 
party faction, is a dose ally of 
scandal-tainted former Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone. 

He was Mr. Miyazawa’s fore- 
ign minister and deputy prime 
minister and in tine to suiceed 
him until forced to retire in April 
because of failing health. 

Mr. Kono, who as chief cabinet 
secretary was Mr. Miyazawa’s 
right-band man in government, 
entered the ballot Wednesday af- 
ter the reformist camp failed to 
persuade ailing 78-year-old Jus- 
tice Minister Masaharu Gotoda 
to run. 


Russians, Tajiks reportedly driven off rebels 


DUSHANBE (AFP) — Russian 
and Tajik forces have successftilly 
completed a three-day sweep 
through a border region with 
Afghanistan, killing a large num- 
ber of Tajik rebels and Afghani 
mercenaries, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said here Wednesday. 

The operation was mounted by 
tanks arid helicopter gunships of 
the Russian 201st Division, Rus- 
sian Border Guards and Tajik 
troops. 

The spokesman said they won 
back the mountainous region of 
Van, where several hundred 
armed Islamic fundamentalists 
and Mujahedeen from Afghanis- 
tan set up camp early this month. 

Backed by mortars on the 


Afghan side of the Piaindzh Riv- 
er, they raided border posts and 
two weeks ago' killed at least 100 
civilians and 25 Border Guards in 
one incident. 

Russia has since then poured in 
reinforcements, and a Russian 
officer said there would soon be 
more than 22,000 troops sta- 
tioned in Tajikistan. 

The fighting stems from a pow- 
er struggle between pro- 
democracy groups and the pro- 
Communist faction which drove 
an Islamic-led government out of 
Dushanbe last November. 
Thousands of Islamic Tajiks fled 
to northern Afghanistan and be- 
gan guerrilla operations. 


Under a mutual assistance 
agreement between Moscow and 
Dushanbe signed in May, Rus- 
sian troops are to help defend 
Tajikistan until 1999. 

Meanwhile an Afghan pres- 
idential spokesman said Wednes- 
day Tajikistan should start talks 
with Tajik Islamic rebels as a step 
toward ending the border crisis 
between that country and Afgha- 
nistan. 

‘’It is advisable for the Tajik 
government to start negotiations 
with the opponent parties now, 
and not wait many years tike 
(Afghanistan's deposed Com- 
munist President) Najibullah 
did," spokesman Abdul Aziz 
Morad said. 


No accord reached on Burma, human rights at ASEAN talks 


SINGAPORE (AP) — Reflect- 
ing a wide split in how they view 
human rights and the rule of law, 
ASEAN and its Western trading 
partners agreed to disagree on 
how to deal with Burma's military 
junta at the close of their annual 
meeting Wednesday. 

The United States, Australia, 

. Canada and the European Com- 
munity favour sanctions against 
Rangoon’s military regime. 

The six countries of the Asso- 
ciation of South East Asian Na- 
tions insist on “constructive en- 
gagement” to eventually bring 
about change. 

“Canada is appalled at the lack 
of human lights in Burma," said 
External Affairs Secretary Perrin 
Beatty. 

Buzina not only abuses human 
rights but forces refugees into 
neighbouring countries and is a 
major heroin supplier, U.S. 
Undersecretary of Stan Winston 
Lord told .the dosing news con- 
ference. 

Mr. Lord replaced Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, who 
broke oft his trip Tuesday and 
returned to Washington to deal 
with the latest Middle East clash. 

Belgian Foreign Minister Willy 
Claes said the European Com- 
munity would continue political 
and economic sanctions. 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans said that since Bur- 
ma has expressed interest in join- 


ing ASEAN, the group should 
“exercise effectively its consider- 
able leverage" to force change. 

This was rejected by Singapore 
Foreign Minister Wong Kan 
Seng, who said that if the military 
regime in Rangoon is isolated, 
“we cannot talk to them and 
share with them our concerns.” 

Mr. Wong also dismissed as 
rumours reports that arms sup- 
plied from Singapore helped 
equip the Burmese army. 

. The ASEAN meeting coin- 
cided with the military junta’s 
extension of the house arrest of 
pro-democracy leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi for a fifth year. 

The opposition party she led 
has not been allowed to take 
power despite winning national 
elections in 1990. She won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1991 for her 
peaceful resistance to the junta. 

Since 1988, when the military 
killed thousands of civilians in 
suppressing a democratic upris- 
ing, many Western nations have 
banned arms sales to Burma, 
suspended aid and halted finan- 
cial assistance. 

The United States imposed 
trade sanctions against Burma in 
1991 because of a lack of progress 
in curbing the flow of narcotics 
and in easing political repression. 

ASEAN refused to join the 
boycott, adhering to the principle 
of non-interference in domestic 
affairs of : individual countries. 


But it was also a reaction to 
Western characterisation of the 
situation in Burma essentially in 
human rights terms. 

Besides Singapore, ASEAN 
links the Philippines, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Brunei. 

ASEAN does not accept the 
standard Western definition of 
human rights, particularly the 
rights of individuals. 

The collective rights of the 
entire community, as determined 
by the government, take prece- 
dence, in ASEAN's view, and 
historical, cultural and religious 
differences in developing coun- 
tries make it impossible to impose 
a single worldwide concept. 

Indonesia, along with China, 
has been leading ASEAN efforts 
to thwart Western insistence on a 
single worldwide concept of hu- 
man rights. 


wound up three days of talks with 
their conterparts from the Euro- 
pean Community, Japan, South 
Korea, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and the United States 
Wednesday. 

Vietnam, Laos and Papua New 
Guinea were present as obser- 
vers. 

Centerpiece of the meeting was 
endorsement of a hew ASEAN 
Seamty Forum including the six 
ASEAN members and three 
observers, their seven big trading 
partners, plus China and Russia. 

We do not have a master plan 
or a rigid road map,” Mr. Wong 
said in acknowledging that the 
lorum so far consists only of a 
name. 3 * 

ASEAN officials said the 
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Jakarta resentful about chafes of CSOeHs a 
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protert human rights, said Fore- Sdbfthl SS fnun,sm and 
BF M “? ter All Alatas, but the 

fe 35 * J'raor issue has been A^^L^ Unt3 L.F obIe,ns »n 
douded by disinformation and ^ in <*"»- 

misperceptions. He did not Korea's nuclear 

elaborate. SaS® 5 0ver kpping claims 

ASEAN foreign ministers &faI^ Uyfatan * in the South 


Peking censors bail 
Cannes winner • > 

PEKING (AW) 

screaming fans mobbed director 

Sen Kaige at the Chinese pre- 

oT Farewell To My 6m- 

cubine for what the Cannes fiok 

den Camera-winner said would 
be the film’s only screening, here. 
Censors last.week abriytly_re- 
tracted permission for me fitm, 
joint winner of the Cannes Fjtejki 
Festival’s top prize, to ninjm the*L 
Chinese capital. They rd urtimtiy 
bowed to pressure from the ifex- 
ino Exhibition Centre cinema ror 
the film’s premiere to go ahead 
before a select audience of jour- 
nalists and wealtoy Chinese. 
“This premiere will also be the 
last showing," Mr. Chen told journal- 
ists at the screening. He declined 
to elaborate, saymg: Tdonl 

want to be involved m pohtux. 
Hong Kong actor and sm^r Les- 
lie Cheung, who stars in the film, 
said he and the crew were “veiy 
disappointed” at the deosnm. I 
feel very sad ” he said- .It’s 
ridiculous. We are film workers. 
The film had already been cut 
and a new ending added in order 
to satisfy the censors, sources j 
said. The film chronicles the rela- 
tions between two Peking opera 
stars, tracing their career from 
their youth in the 1920s through 
to the Communist victory m 1949, 
the Cultural Revolution in the 
1960s and up to the present day. 

It centres on a love traingle be- 
tween the opera stars and L .a 
prostitute and alludes to the 
homosexuality of one of the rin- 
gers, though there are no graphic 
scenes. 

Move to legalise 
prostitution fails 
in S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — A * 
move for the legalisation of pros-*,; 
titution in South Africa was defe- 
ated in the Johannesburg muni- 
cipal council here late Tuesday, 
press reports said Wednesday. A 
woman councillor, Anschen 
Dreyer, had argued that the dty 
should petition parliament to 
legalise prostitution and bring 
prostitutes into the tax system, to 
generate revenue that could pay 
for clinics to help prevent the 
spread of sexually transmitted 
diseases. But councillor Jack 
Blqom summed up the objections 
when be said: “I shudder to think 
of foe state becoming the big 
piinp by. regulating and taking its 
fair, cut of .earnings from, this 
‘ trade.,’,’. He J? aisq warned. against 
"Johannesburg ‘becoming. ...the 
sex capital of Africa, attracting a 
vast 'influx of tourists with all 
their corrupting influences.” 

Richard The 
Llonheart casket 
goes on display 

ROUEN, France (AFP) — 
treasures of the Cathedral _ 
Rouen, including the casket ii 
which the heart of Richard th< 
Lionheart was placed, have gorw 
on display for the first time in tin 
city’s museum until Dec. 31. Tb* 
treasures are not normally or 
public show but the ST. Roman 
Tower, where they have beCi 
kept, is being renovated and tin 
old canonical buildings have beer 
turned into a permanem 
museum. As well as the caskei 
that contained the heart of tin 
Anglo-Norman sovereign, whos< 
body was buried in the Abbey d 
Fpntevrault in the Loire „ one oi 
highlights of the exhibition is tht 
13th century reliquary of St.' Ro 
main, bishop of Rouen in the 7tt 
century. I 

17-mi II ion-year old 
elephant skull 
found in France - 

TOULOUSE, France (AFP) — 
The 17-milHon-year old skull of a 
prehistoric ancestor of the 
elephant was discovered on a 
paleontological site near Con- 
dom, in southwest France. Fran- 
as Duran th on, fa charge of dies 
and conservation at the natural 
history of Toulouse, said the skull 
was.the oldest ever found in 
iiuro P e a Deinotherium, a 
member of -the elephant family. 

In the same area, the remains of a 
deer of an unknown species" 
fonnd > believed to 
era. he said. 
Both sets of remains would fa- 
crease lmowledge of these anim- 
als, which have long disappeared 
from earth. The akriTof ' a 
mammal bekmg- 
SJ? i-femdy which has CoS- 
jk tel &? ed J out ’ ^frray between 

th? 1 ?? 6 ^ a d . eer « ^ found on 
the same site m July last year. 

Gaelic newspaper 
launched in 
Nova Scotia 

Canada (AFP) —'A 

Si n n S a ^ t 5 laS ^" laun- 
btf Scotla as part Of a 

gotten* St?™ t * le “ariy 'far- 
Btei e h" U , C t e n S ue - “A- 

quarterly ^ Pdbllied 

i2-.gr ®reton HaniTt 
frstetfttan ““ ne Y*papeffs 
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China’s future sportsmen train for 2000 Olympics 
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PEKING (AFP) — Song Tong is 
an eight-year^) Id with a mission. 
He has little doubt he will be- 
come the best gymnast in China 
and win a gold medal at the 2000 
Olympics — preferably held in 
Peking. 

Song was plucked from his 
kindergarten aged four to be 
transformed into one of China's 
future champions at the Peking 
Amateur Sports School, the best 
of the country's 154 controversial 
sports “factories.'’ 

He and some 300 fellow stu- 
dents have a sense of purpose 
way_ beyond their years, instilled 
daring obsessive year-round 
training and virtual confinement 
to the compound. 

The students — in 11 sports 
ranging from martial arts to ten- 
nis, ping pong to weightlifting — 
get up each day at 6:30 a.ra. and 
spend the morning in the clas- 
sroom like any other Chinese 
schoolchildren. 

After lunch and a siesta, the 
students train. In che evening, 
they do their homework before 
lights go out at 9:00 p.m. 

On Sundays the children — all 
from Peking — may visit their 
parents, but are not allowed 
borne any other time during eight 
or more years in the school. 

Twice-yearly school holidays 
for China’s budding sports cham- 
pions mean a reprieve from learn- 
ing maths, language and science 
— but classes are replaced by 
all-day training. 

“It seems tough not to let them 
go home during the holidays, but 
for sportsmen if you don't train 
constantly, then you get out of 
pracrice and get fat — so they 
must stay here all year," says 
administrators Wang Yian. 

He acknowleges training is 
“really pretty tough," in line 
with secret methods learned from 
the former Soviet Union, but 
believes this is vital for China — 
which won 16 golds at the Barce- 
lona Olympics — to maintain its 
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Han Cuilan instructs a pupil at the Peking Amateur Sports School as his c lassma te s look on 
(AFP photo) 


international sporting success. 

"It’s not like some European 
countries where athletes tend to 
take it rather too easy," he says. 

China's sports schools, like 
those of rhe former Soviet Union, 
have been criticised abroad for 
wrecking young children emo- 
tionally through confinement, ex- 
cessive pressure to succeed and 
rejection in their early teens for 
the SO per cent that do not make 
the city, national then Olympic 
teams. 

Song says he does not mind 
working so hard “because I want 
to be the Chinese champion, the 
best in all of China." 

“I can do it. I’m very good," 
confides the assured gymnast, be- 
fore cracking into giggles. 

Lu Zongxia, a shy seven-year- 
old, is less ready than Song to 


boost her own ability, but her 
steady gaze suggests an equal 
determination. 

"I want to be number one," 
she says, standing to attention as 
she talks. “But I want all my 
friends to be number one too.” 

The remark sums up the atmos- 
phere in the school's gymnasium, 
where children so smalt they 
could virtually walk under the 
horse instead vault over it. 

Competition is intense and 
coaches are stria, but between 
exercises the students laugh and 
play together like any seven-year- 
olds. “They're all my good 
friends too," says Song. 

The children are all rooting for 
the success of Peking's bid to host 
the Olympics in 2000 and being 
pushed extra hard to prepare for 
the the games. 


“The pupils here now are the 
ones who would take part in the 
2000 Olympics, so we are putting 
extra effort into training them," 
says Mr. Wang. “And its a real 
boost for them — it encourages 
them to work e»’*n harder.” 

The prospect of becoming one 
of the chosen few to make the 
Olympic team is understandably 
appealing to athletes and their 
families. 

With it comes good housing 
and, in the case of the Barcelona 
Games, cash rewards reported at 
up to one million yuan (5174,000) 
for bringing in a gold medal. 

Song dreams of reaching the 
heights of Li Ning, China's star 
male gymnast whose three golds 
at Barcelona brought him lucra- 
tive advertising contracts and his 
own sports brand. 


NBC gets Atlanta Olympic Games for $456 million 


The 
rt casks; 
display 

ince (AFPi- 
the Cite 
ding the? 
an of Rm 
; placed, bb- 
rbe finaE 
until De. '■ 
noi we 
m the SI i 
: they Is* 


pert 

as*: 

ten' 

fra* 1 

ibetf 

Laft' 


NEW YORK (AFP)— The NBC 
network won the U.S. television 
rights to the 1996 Olympic Games 
for an unprecedented 5456 mO- 
■ lion the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) confirmed 
Tuesday. 

. The IOC awarded NBC its 
third straight - Sommer Olympic 
Games -after a dayof talks with all 
three major networks. 

Hie 5456 million is S55 million 
more than the $401 million NBC 
paid for che rights to the 1992 
gams in Barcelona, a project that 
left the company at least $100 
million in the hole. 

This time, NBC Sports Presi- 
dent Dick Ebersol said, "We 
. anticipate making money." 

NBC beat out ABC and CBS, 
though industiy analysts said 
CBS did not appear to be very 
interested. 

CBS already has the rights to 
the 1994 Winter Games in Lille- 
bainmer, Norway, and broadcast 
the 1992 Winter Olympic Games 




from Albertville, France. 

ABC, however, was trying ro 
get back into the Summer Olym- 
pic Games for the first time since 
1984. 

“Obviously we were very in- 
terested and thought we had a 
competitive bid," said ABC 
Sports spokesman Mark Mandell. 
We’re sorry it' didn’t work out." 

The Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games ( ACOG) gets 60 
per cent of the U.S. rights fee and 
the IOC get 40 per cent. 

The European rights had 
already been sold for $250 million 
to the European Broadcasting 
Union (EBU). 

That was a huge increase on 
the $90 million paid by the EBU 
for the rights to Barcelona. 

ACOG Chairman Billy Payne 
initially set his sights on $600 
million from U.S. television. 

But a decline in ratings for the 
lasr two games had industry 
analysts predicting something in 


the range of 5375 million $400 
million. 

“As we reviewed the bids sub- 
mitted to us, it became clear to us 
that the market is a little bit more 
complex than it was in the past." 
said IOC vice president and tele- 
vision negotiator Dick Pound. 

‘‘Jfjrfb® fina[ apafjBis, It became 
dear to us that the superior bid 
was submitted by "NBC." 

NBCs original bid was $456 
million. ABC bid $440 million 
and CBS $405 million. 

In the afternoon session of 
talks, both ABC and CBS raised 
their bids by $10 million as NBC 
held firm. 

Atlanta's location in the east- 
ern time zone is one factor in 
NBC’s confidence in the games as 
a money-making proposition. 

That gives NBC the opportun- 
ity to schedule live, prime-rime 
coverage of key events, which 
was impossible from Seoul and 
Barcelona. 


Specific programming details 
are still to be determined, but 
initial plans call for 168 hours of 
coverage, compared to 161 hours 
from Barcelona. 

The opening ceremonies are to 
be moved from Saturday after- 
noon to Friday night in U.S. 
prime time. 

NBC will'S&o promote the* 
games weU, before, they begin, 
airing a half-hour programme ab- 
out the Olympics as part of its 
pre-Super Bowl coverage on Jan. 
30. 1994. 

It was not yet clear if NBC 
would accept a cable partner. 
Atlanta-based Turner Broadcast- 
ing, parent of Cable News Net- 
work., offered $75 million to be a 
partner in Barcelona, but NBC 
refused. 

"They said, 'We have not made 
a deal, we are prepared to make 
a deal under the right circumst- 
ances,”’ Mr. Pound said. “We 
(the IOC) clearly hope there wiil- 
be one." 


Olympic champion McKoy set to miss World Championships 


SESTRIERE, Italy (R) — Olym- 
pic high hurdles champion Mark 
McKoy is likely to miss the World 
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Championships after confirming 
Wednesday that we would not 
attend the Canadian trials this 
weekend. 

“It looks like HI be sitting 
^them out," McKoy said of the 
* World Championships, to be held 
in Stuttgart next month. 


“I have a letter at home telling 
me that if I don't go to the trials 
then I won’t be on the Canadian 
team," added the 110 metres 
hurdler, now based in Austria. 

"But I’m not going. Even if I 
catch a plane tomorrow then I 
won’t get to Canada until just 24 
hours before they want me to 
run." 

‘Tve achieved what I wanted 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
Cl 932 Trouna unM SmmM. me 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

♦AJ987 0KQ9 4AKQJ 

What is your opening bid? 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦Q104 CKJ973 ',903 4 AX 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one spade. What 
action do you take? 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

44 T8832 085 4AKQ1094 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 
What action do you take? 

Q.4— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A6 TAJ 1083 vAQJ 4KJ3 


The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 T Pass 3 "• Pass 

7 

What dn you bid now? 

Q.5 — Neither vulnerable, as Suuih 
you hold: 

473 7874 AKQJ 4AKQ10 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 Pass I 4 Pass 

0 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

4874 ~73 AKQJ 4AKQ10 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 Pass 1 4 Pass 

Whoi do you bid now? 


to in the sport and if they don’t 
want me to compete in the World 
Championships that’s their loss." 

McKoy, who was born in 
Guyana and spent part of his 
childhood in England, criticised 
rhe Canadian authorities for the 
timing of the trials. 

"They’ve scheduled the trials 
too late. If I have to fly there and 
back to Europe again I will need 
at least a week to recover and 
won’t be at my best for Stuttgart.’' 
The Worldchampionships start 
on Aug. 14, just two weeks after 
the trials. 


“If I’m not going to be properly 
prepared then there is no point 
going to Stuttgart," added 
McKoy, who seemed amused 
rather than angered by the row. 

McKoy said he hoped to com- 
pete in a meeting in Cologne 
Sunday but feared he would be 
banned. 

"I think there is a rale stopping 
you from running on the same 
day as your national trials. We'll 
have to get a ruling on that. 

"Then 1 hope ro run in Zurich 
onAug. 4 and after that I just 
don't know." 


Deluxe Furnished Flat Of A Villa 

Located at Khalda, near New English School. 

2 bedrooms. 1 living room. 

Central heating and telephone. 

Suitable for couples. 

Please call 835745 
For yearly rent only JD4,000 


BRAND NEW FURNISHED 
APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting room with glassed 
veranda, sitting and dining rooms. Centrally heated, first 
floor, large kitchen, with 3 private entrances and targe 
parking. 

Located at the Fifth Circle Jabal Amman. Call 825650 


Jackson sets European faicpls 
hurdles record at Sestriere 


SESTRIERE, Italy (R) — Briton 
Colin Jackson demolished his 
own European 110 metres hur- 
dles record when he posted a time 
of 12.97 seconds in an interna- 
tional athletics meeting ar this 
high-altitude ski resort Wednes- 
day. 

The 26- year-old Welshman 
destroyed a high-class field in- 
cluding Canadian Olympic cham- 
pion Mark McKoy to better the 
previous record of 13.04 seconds 
he set in Cologne last August. 

“I'm obviously very pleased 
with the performance and more 
than satisfied with the time," said 
Jackson. 

His time, just 0.05 seconds 
outside the four-year-old world 
record of American Roger King- 
dom, came despite running into a 
wind of 1.6 metres per second in 
hot. sunny conditions. 


The performance will boost the 
European champion’s confidence 
ahead of the World Cham- 
pionships in Stuttgart next 
month. The Briton finished a 
disappointing seventh in the 
Olympic final last year. 

American 400 metres Olympic 
champion Ouincy Watts enjoyed 
his outing 2,000 metres above sea 
level in this small, uncovered 
stadium. 

Watts clocked 44.13 seconds, 
the third best time of the year. 
His two chief rivals, fellow Amer- 
icans Michael Johnson and Butch 
Reynolds, are the only men to 
have gone faster in 1993. 

Kevin Young 400 metres hur- 
dles Olympic champion, duly re- 
turned to form after seeing his 
26-race unbeaten streak ended in 
London last week. 

Young faced little opposition 


but had to settle for the unexcep- 
tional time of 48.20 seconds. 

Namibian Frankie Fredericks, 
silver medallist in the two Olym- 
pic sprint events last year, notch- 
ed up a double success to under- 
line his World Championship 
credentials. 

Fredericks defied a strong head 
wind to post a time of 10.16 in the 
100 metres, beating former world 
record holder Leroy Burrell into 
second place. 

The American-based African 
then doubled up with victory in 
20.08 in the 200, the fourth best 
time this season. 

German Susen Tiedtke handed 
her compatriot Heike Drechsler a 
rare long jump defeat. 

The blond-haired German took 
advantage of the strong breeze at 
her back to leap a personal best 
of 7.19 metres on her last jump. 


Olympic jmpior. Drechsler 
could ma nag only 7.12 metres in 
reply. 

Tiedtke’s was the tjsc cf 

the year but ;he wind speed of 
3.70 metres per second was well 
abci'-'e the ptTr.Kiec limit. 

Drechsler -.corded the longest 
jump by a woman in history with 
7.63 metres here las; year. 

But she v, denied a place in 
the record h oks r;. a wind read- 
ing of just c.:- centimetre above 
the maxi mu;-. of r«vo metres 
a second. ' 

Organiser:, i.jvs made a Ferrari 
3441 sports tr.e ?ria.- tor any- 
one who br.-.-::: a world record in 
Sestriere. 

The red sort-top. parked in .the 
middle of the -:ih!ct:cs field, was 
long on adi-trers bit short -on 
takers. 


Sotomayor breaks world high jump 


■S— 


SALAMANCA. Spain (R) — 
Javier Sotomayor, who extended 
his own world high jump record 
to 2.45 metres on Tuesday, is 
confident that none of his cur- 
rent! rivals will break the new 
mark. 

“The new record could last a 
few years yet,” the 25-year-old 
Cuban Olympic champion said. 

"Unless there is some un- 
known youngster making great 
advances somewhere, f don't 
think there’s anyone who can 
break my record at the moment." 

Sotomayor added a centimetre 


to his old record with his second 
attempt at 2.45 metres in this 
ancient university town. 

He beat Patrik Sjoeberg's 
world record here in 1988 with a 
leapof2.43and,onJuly29, 1989, 
Sotomayor became the first 
athlete to clear eighi feet when he 
lifted his record to 2.44 in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. 

“Since the beginning of the 
year I’ve been feeling good," 
Sotomayor said. "I won the 
World Indoor Championships in 
Toronto with 2.41 and have been 


averaging 2.35 on the European 
circuit. 

"Given the good memories I 
have of this dty it was clear the 
record could fall here. 

“I wanted to break the record 
here because it’s a small dty and I 
feel like I'm in Cuba. People 
recognise me in the street and ask 
bow I am, putting me in the right 
mental frame." 

He dedicated the record to 
"my son, my people, my govern- 
ment, which has been such a 
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NBA star dies after collapsing at practice 


BOSTON (R) — Boston Celtics star guard Reggie Lewis died early 
Tuesday evening after collapsing while shooting baskets in the late 
afternoon. 

The 27-year-old Lewis, who collapsed on court during a game 
three months ago and never played another National Basketball 
Assodarion (NBA) game, was taken to a local hospital where he was 
pronounced dead shortly after 7:30 p.m. (2330 GMT). 

No offidal announcement has been made by Waltham- Weston 
Hospital as to the cause of Lewis' death. 

Lewis' death is the second to rock the NBA in less than two 
months. New Jersey Nets star guard Drazen Petrovic was lulled in a 
car aeddent on June 7. 

The tragedy is also the second to strike the Celtics in Tecent years. 
Len Bias, Lewis' predecessor as the team's top draft pick, died after 
taking cocaine in 1986 celebrating his selection by the team. 

Lewis collapsed around 5:00 p.m, (2100 GMT) at the Celtics' 



practice 
him. 

Lewis, the Celtics' leading scorer the past two years, also passed 1 
out during a Boston playoff game against the Charlotte Hornets bfc’ 
April 29 and did not play in the remainder of the series, in which” 
Boston was eliminated. 


EXCELLENT LOCATED 

New furnished apartment for rent/Dahiat AJ Rashid 

3 bedrooms, 2 baihrooms. 1 sitting room, 1 balcony, 1 salon & 
dining, 4th floor with lift. Garage, separate central heating & 
telephone. 

Cal! tel. 677187 between 3-8 p.m. 



DUTY UNPAID " 1989 MODEL 


WHITE COLOR EXCELLENT CONDITION 
CONTACT TEL : 685201 , FAX : 685203 
PRICE : 6Q00 J.D. 


EXCELLENTLY LOCATED 
FURNISHED 

ROOF FOR ANNUAL RENT 

New, furnished roof. In a modem and new build- 
ing in Abdoun, near the American embassy, 
suitable for a diplomat 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, dining room, living room 
open to a modern kitchen, service room, luxurious 
furniture, telephone. Intercom, fire place, lift, terraces, 
about 160 sqm 2 . Central heating. 

Insulated waifs and ceiling. 

Please call 341838 or 811025 



International Community School 
P.O.Box 2©02, Khiida, Amman 


Now registering for September 1993 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-1 1 years 
and we are the only school in Amman to offer the full 
British Curriculum adapted for the International Commun- 
ity. 

Our language of instruction is English with special support 
for non-English speakers Staff are U.K. qualified and 
music, P.E. and drama are taught by specialists right 
through the school. French and Arabic are also offered. 
The school provides a pleasant stimulating environment 
— care is taken to meet the needs of each individual child. 
Visits encouraged. 

The school is open every Monday morning, 9 
a.m.- 12 noon, throughout, Juiy and August Get 
further details by Tel.: 841070, Fas: 847109 


TO LET IFHUffiNQSIHIE© ? !L IL IF T* : : 

One bedroom, dining room, sitting room, car:'..:, 
heating, separate entrance. • ' 

J Part of a villa in ^doctors' housing society. 
West of Amman Tel.: ’665659-54KL 1 4* 


HEART TO 

JEWELLERY 

Exclusive designs, 18 and 21 kt gold with gems 
of the world and birth stones. 


i 
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Amra Hotel. Amman. 


DELUXE APARTSfiBICT 




Super deluxe, furnished ground floor apartment for 
rent. Brand new furniture and electric =J appliances. 
Located in Suweifieh, the apanmer,- has. 3 bed- 
rooms, 4 bathrooms, maid’s room, laundry room, 
living room, salon, dining room, garden and c a rage.:. 

If interested, pSease csV STSKS 
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I Cinema 


' Tel.: 677420 
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THE LAST OF THE 
MOHICANS 

Shows: 1*30, 3:30, 6:13, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 


* 


Cinema 


TeL: 699238 


PLAZA 


Adel Imam 
in 

Wad Sayyed A 1 Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30. 6:00. 8:30 


Cinema TeL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Al Pacino — in 


Shows: I2:3U, 3:15. 6:15. 9 p.m. 


TeL: 6755711 

WabU Al Rfflashial Theatre 

“'For the first time in Amman you have a 
date with the Naiiona : Palestinian Theatre 
— the Gaza Strip — in a play entitled: 

The Assassination of HanthateSt 
by artist Saesd Bltar 

Shows on Friday and S*tnrd*y , Joe 4 mi 5 H fc39 pJB. 
Please book msxb In advance 


Nabif & Hi sham's 
AHLAN TMEAr 

Tn!.: C25255t 

AHLAN NABIL AND HI3Hk:£ 

liJSAT*? \ 

t * )bi\i i ' 

The theatre will be clc£>}d n 


for “Ahlan Arab Sum-rut’ 

whi-ch i 

will be shown at the Jc ’ 

JvaE fer 1 

Culture and Arts. 
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lasts rock Milan, Rome; 
fteials see ‘political’ terror 


ROME (AP) — People cried out 
in panic as bombs ripped through 
.'Rome's ancient centre, just mi- 
nutes after an explosion killed 
•five people in Milan. Dozens 
.were injured in the attacks. 

There was no immediate in- 
dication who may have earned 
out Tuesday nighr's attacks. Offi- 
cials said they were an attempt to 
sow panic at a time when Italians, 
disgusted by a corruption scandal 
that has dragged in much of the 
country's political and business 
elite, are hoping for radical poli- 
tical change. Two bombings 
struck terror in May, including 
one that damaged the Uffizi art 
museum in Florence. 

Some officials suggested the 
bombings may be an attempt to 
derail toe corruption probe, but 
prosecutors said they had no in- 
tention of slowing up. 

The two explosions in Rome, 
just before midnight, heavily 
damaged two churches, one from 
the 6th century and the other the 
Pope's seat as bishop of Rome. 
Twenty-four people were hospi- 
talised. 

Premier Carlo Ciampi blamed 
“political terrorists,” although he 
acknowledged his government 
did not know who was behind the 
attacks. 

Pope John Paul IT said he was 
praying for Italians “at this time 
of great trial." Immediately after 
his general audience at the Vati- 
can, he viewed the damage at his 
basilica and the second church 
damaged by the blasts. 

The head of Italy's civilian in- 
telligence service resigned within 
hours of the bomb attacks. 

Announcing the resignation of 
Angelo Finocchiaro, Interior 
Minister Nicola Mancino told 
parliament he had immediately 
named Domenico Salazar as Mr. 
Finoccfaiaro’s successor at the 
head of the SISDE intelligence 
agency. 


In Milan, more than 15,000 
people marched in protest of the 
attacks, gathering in Piazza Fon- 
tana, the site of a 1969 bombing 
that killed 17 people. It has never 
been solved. 

The Milan explosion went off 
about 11:15 p.m. (0900 GMT) on 
the Piazza Cavour, about a 
kilometre ( half-mile) from La 
Scala oper3 house in front of a 
modern art gallery. An adjacent 
art pavilion was destroyed along 
with 20 art works by Mario Nigro. 

Three firefighters, a policeman 
and a man sleeping in a nearby 
park were killed. At least seven 
other people were hurt, none 
seriously. Windows at the gallery 
were broken but no damage to art 
works was reported. 

The ANSA news agency re- 
ported early Wednesday that a 
caller claimed responsibility for 
the Milan blast on behalf of the 
November 17 Armed Falange 
group. But authorities have given 
Little credence to claims by callers 
using that name in previous 
bombings. 

News reports said authorities 
found a Flat Compact near the 
main train station believed to 
have been the get-away car for 
the St. John Lateran bombing. 
Three witnesses gave police a 
description of the car and a sus- 
pect as well as its license plate 
number, the news agency AGI 
said. 

Mr. Gampi indicated earlier 
that the government would not 
impose strict measures in re- 
sponse to the bombings. 

“In the face of repeated 
attempts to create disorder and* 
panic to halt the country in its 
move to renewal, the government 
reaffirms its determination to 
guarantee the right of Italians to 
democratic progress and liberty,” 
he said. 

Other officials blamed the 
blasts on mafia attempts to scare 


Israel! strikes displace 500,000 in Lebanon 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israel is deliberately forcing the 
massive Lebanese exodus north- 
wards out of the combat area in a 
tad to pressure Lebanon and 
Syria, which was 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon, into halting Kizbollah 
attacks. 

Mr. Rabin accused Syria of at 
best “dosing its eyes” and even 
covering Hizbollah. 

About 5,000 Hizbollah parti- 
sans staged a demonstration in 
support of the guerrillas in de- 
fiance of a government ban, 
shouting: “Death to America, 
death to Israel.” 

Brandishing flags of the Islamic 
Resistance, Hizbollah's armed 
wing, and portraits of Iranian 
religious leaders, the demonstra- 
tors, led by five of the eight 
Hizbollah members of parlia- 
ment, inarched for more than one 
boor. 

Around 50 police watched the 
demonstration but did not inter- 
vene as Hizbollah security forces, 
with pistols hung on their belts, 
led the march. - 

The government Tuesday 
issued an order banning ail mar- 
ches here ahead oF the Hizbollah 
demonstration, but officials said 
authorities later gave their tacit 
approval for the protest. 

Young men and women tore up 
and burned pictures of Mr. 
Rabin, U.S- President Bill Ciin- 
ton and U.S. Secretary oi State 
Warren Christopher, as o.-eil as 
American and Israeli flags. 

U.N. officials said hundreds of 
houses in towns and villages were 
destroyed by artillery fire alcng a 
50- kilometre arc stretching from 
the Mediterranean coast to the 
foothills of Mout Hermon. Some 
had crumbled on the inhabitants. 

The survivors first fled east into 
the Bekka Valley and west to the 
port cities of Tyre and Sidon. 

But they had to move again 
Wednesday as Israeli jets, heli- 
copter gunships and missile boats 
pounded those towns and the 
cluster of Palestinian refugee 
camps surrounding them. 

Officials of the government 
and the U.N. peacekeeping 
troops estimated the fighting had 
forced 500,000 people to flee 
southern Lebanon, out of a 
population of 800.000. 

Foot Israeli missile boats 
opened first Wednesday morning 
on Sidon, Lebanon’s third largest 
city, where the population of 
300,000 had been swollen by re- 
fugees from the border area. 

Panicked families crowded into 
cars, trucks and buses and turned 
Lebanon's coastal highway into a 
four-lane traffic jam headed to- 
wards Beirut. 

The Israeli boats fired missiles 
Wednesday evening which struck 
Sidon's gas plant, which provides 
all of southern Lebanon’s bottled 
gas. Firefighters contained the 
hug£ blaze that broke out. scat- 
tering p-ople from nearby neigh- 
bourhcctl. 

‘J can't take It any more,” said 
Mansour Mandour as he pre- 
pared to leave Sidon. The SQ- 
year-old man had already fled the 
village of Jibsheet to the east and 
said his town of 5,000 was now 
nearly abandoned. 


Residents and refugees also 
fled Tyre after the Voice of the 
South.* operated by the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia, warned they would 
be “subjected to Israeli fire.” 
Israeli jets and helicopters fired 
at the Rashidiyeh refugee camp 
on Tyre's northeastern edge and 
Howitzers opened up on nearby 
villages. 

One wire-guided missile hit a 
three-storey building in the vil- 
lage of Qleiieh where about 20 
tenants were sheltering in the 
basement. U.N. officials said two 
people died and 18 were pulled 
from the rubble, all with serious 
injuries. 

Israeli fighters buzzed Beirut 
international airport at midday. 
Sonic booms shattered windows 
in the terminal building and con- 
trol tower .and waiting passengers 
dived for cover. Flights were not 
interrupted, airport officials said. 

Suspected Katyusha launching 
forums in pine woods overlook- 
ing the inland market town of 
Nabatiyeh were hammered by 
fighter-bombers and Cobra 
gunships. The town itself was 
clobbered again from the air, 
although its 35,000 inhabitants 


had almost entirely abandoned 
their shell-pocked, smouldering 
homes. 

“It's worse than a killer earth- 
quake.” said Parliament Speaker 
Nabib Beni, whose Amal militia 
counted Nabatiyeh as a stron- 
ghold. 

Amal bad claimed responsibil- 
ity Monday for killing the eighth 
Israeli soldier this month in the 
“security zone.” 

The other Israeli troop killings, 
and seven injuries, since July 8 
were claimed by Hizbollah. and 
the Popular Front For The Li- 
beration of Palestine-General 
Command. 

TTie Lebanese authorities have 
authorised Hizbollah to requisi- 
tion dozens of schools to help the 
refugees streaming towards 
Beirut. 

In Beirut's already over- 
crowded slums, scores of families 
have been temporarily housed in 
state- run schools, closed for sum- 
mer recess. 

On Wednesday, young Hizbol- 
lah partisans collected funds on 
the streets for homeless while 
other members of the movement 
distributed mattresses, food, clo- 
thing and money to the refugees. 


Arab League calls urgent meeting 


(Continued from page 1) 

with Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam to discuss the 
violence in Lebanon and the 
peace process. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk. head of the 
foreign ministry’s department for 
Africa and the Middle East, ar- 
rived Monday on the first leg of a 
Middle East tour to try to narrow 
differences that have stalled the 
Arab- Israeli peace process. 

The Syrian Arab News Agency 
said Mr. Khaddam discussed the 
“Israeli aggression against Leba- 
non and its impact on the peace 
process." No other details were 
given. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk’s tour will also 
take him to Jordan, Lebanon and 
Tunisia. 

In Kuala Lumpur. Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat express- 
ed deep concern day over the 
Israeli offensive. 

“Mr. Arafat is of course very 
concerned over the attacks. Our 
people and our children are dying 
there,” PLO Ambassador to ' 
Malaysia Ahmad A I Farm said 
after greeting Mr. Arafat who 
was beginning a three-day visit to 
Malaysia. 


Asked whether Mr. Arafat 
would want the PLO to continue 
participation in the peace ‘talks 
following the Israeli attacks. Mr. 
Ahmad said: “This depends how. 
The question here is whether 
Israel wants talks or just want 
talks to kill people.” 

The Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas condemned the 
Israeli attacks on Lebanon and 
vowed to intensify the Palestinian 
uprising. 

“We affirm that our move- 
ment, through the intifada, will 
continue to deal blows against the 
Israeli occupation no matter how 
high the price is...” Ibrahim 
Chosheh, Hamas' spokesman in 
Jordan, said. 

Mr. Ghosheh criticised Arab 
countries for failing to back Leba- 
non and urged the “Arab mas- 
ses” to support Beirut. 

"Why don’t they (Arabs) try 
out the weapons on which they 
spent billions.” he added. 

In New York, U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali was con- 
cerned “that a continuation of 
this operation may further com- 
plicate the peace process, whose 
successful outcome is in the in- 
terest of all parties,” according to 
a statement. 


Regent: Israel wants advantages of peace 
and Mideast acceptance without paying for it 


Italians away from political re- 
form. “It’s* a political-mafioso 
warning. I don’t see how to read 
it otherwise," said Milan Mayor 
Marco Formentini. 

In Rome, the first explosion 
occurred around midnight, 
damaging the facade of St. John 
Lateran Basilica. Pope John Paul 
ITs church as titular bishop of 
Rome. Twenty-four people were 
hospitalised. 

TTie nearby residence of the 
vicar of Rome, who carries out 
the duties of bishop in the Pope’s 
place, was damaged inside. 

Minutes later an explosion 
went off on Via del Velabro, near 
the ancient Roman forum and the 
Michelangelo-designed Campi- 
dogjio Square, the seat of city 
government. 

It destroyed the famed portico 
of the 6th century Church of San 
Giorgio in Velabro. All that was 
left was a single arch and length 
of stone beam. 

Ancient columns lay amid the 
rubble of the portico and a huge 
hole was torn in the side of tne 
church. 

“Almost everyone threw them- 
selves on the floor. The lights 
went out. There were people 
screaming, there were people 
calling for their cats and there 
were people calling for the 
Madonna," said Giancarlo Erco- 
lani, who was in his nearby apart- 
ment when the blast hit. 

The powerful blasts shook win- 
dows at least six kilometres away. 
Sirens wailed across the city and 
shaken tourists mixed with police 
and local onlookers. 

Milan is the centre of Italy’s 
anti-corruption probe, which has 
implicated more than 2500 busi- 
ness and political figures over the 
past 1 1/2 years. 

The dty’s chief prosecutor. 
Francesco Saverio Borelli, called 
the Milan blast a “symbolic act" 
to intimidate the investigators. 


Regent urges active role for women 


(Continued from page 1) 


for Jordanians because Amman 
was selected as the venue for 
launching the Arabic version of 
the report., ; '' 

! Planning- Minister Ziad 'Fariz 
announced at the meeting that 
Jordan was about to prepare a 
report on human development in 
the Kingdom. A team of experts 
will be entrusted with preparing 
the report which will be of great 
importance to development plans 


in Jordan, Dr. Fariz said. 

Dr. Fariz urged industrial na- 
tions to revise the structure of 
their assistance to and relation? 
with developing countries and 
stressed the need to link between 
human -and economic resources 
and '-’development on the one 
hand and expansions in tackiing 
unemployment on the other. 

The meeting, which was held to 
declare issuing the report, is the 
first to be held in an Arab capital. 
It is the first rime that the report 
is published in Arabic. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, said Wednes- 
day Israel was seeking to ac- 
quire the advantages of peace 
without paying for it and trying 
to become an acceptable mem- 
ber of the club of the Middle 
East while continuing to ex- 
pand at the expense of the 
neighbouring Arab countries. 

“Hie occupied Arab terri- 
tories continue to witness 
geographic and social disin- 
1 regration since 1948 due to the 
1 Israeli occupation," the Re- 
gent said at a meeting at the 
Royal Court with U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly President Stoyan 
Ganev. 

The Regent reviewed with 
Mr. Ganev the role of the 
U.N. in light of world develop- 
ments and discussed the obsta- 
cles posed by Israel in the 
peace process. He focused par- 
ticularly on the ongoing Israeli 
assault on South Lebanon. 
Such practices, he said, “would 
never help achieved climate 
conducive to the peace pro- 
cess.” 

“The new world order, the 
Regent said, “can never 
achieve prosperity and prog- 






EBs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Wednesday 
Assembly President Stoyan Ganev (Petra photo) 


ress for the world unless it 
becomes humanitarian in na- 
ture and acts independently 
from the polarisation process 
and away from all forms of 
hegemony.” 

Referring to Jordan's losses 
in the Gulf crisis, the Regent 
said the United Nations should 


address the situation and com- 
pensate for the damage and 
losses Jordan sustained. 

Mr. Ganev outlined to the 
Regent the efforts of the U.N. 
to re-organise itself so as to be 
able to better shoulder its re- 
sponsibilities and contribute to 
worid development. 


meets with U.N. General 


He also praised Jordan’s 
positive role and its continued 
support of and cooperation 
with the United Nations. 

Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad AI 
Anani and Jordan’s U.N. Rep- 
resentative Adnan Abu Odeb 
were present at the meeting. 


Iraq says no final deal yet on arms monitoring 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Wednesday it has not yet 
readied final agreement with the 
‘United Nations on long-term 
arms monitoring and expected 
further concessions. 

Many parties think Iraq “has 
agreed to comply with future 
monitoring.” the government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriyah said 
in a front-page editorial. 

“This saying is inaccurate and 
wrong,” the paper said, making 
clear that Baghdad is not ready to 
unconditionally accept U.N. 
monitoring of its weapons banned 
under terms of the Gulf war 
ceasefire. 

“Iraq has expressed prepared- 
ness to comply with a general 
perspective,” it added. 

Iraq said last week it was ready 
to comply with Security Council 
Resolution 715 on long-term 
weapons monitoring but expected 
concessions in return. 


The deal was struck to end a 
confrontation which threatened 
to escalate to military action over 
Iraq's refusal to let the U.N. 
install monitoring cameras at two 
missile-testing sites near Bagh- 
dad. 

U.N. inspectors this week in- 
stalled three of the cameras, but 
they will not be switched on until 
further talks have taken place. 

“Among the most outstanding 
facts that have to be stated now is 
that there exists a dear difference 
between agreeing to future moni- 
toring and expressing readiness to 
honour Resolution 715,” the Ira- 
qi paper said. 

It said a position paper Iraq 
handed to senior U.N. official 
Rolf Ekeus during his Baghdad 
visit which defused the crisis over 
camera monitoring should be 
viewed as part of a “package 
deal” committing both the Secur- 
ity Council and Baghdad to hon- 


our mutual obligations. 

“The central concept in Iraq's 
readiness to comply with 715 is 
that honouring of obligations is 
not only the responsibility of one 
party, Iraq," Al Jumhouriyah 
said. 

A senior U.N. nuclear expert, 
Maurizio Zifferero, said on Tues- 
day the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) was 
drawing up plans for future sur- 
veillance of Iraq’s nudear poten- 
tial. 

He said such plans could not be 
implemented before Iraq and the 
U.N. agreed on bow future moni- 
toring should be conducted. 

He said Iraq had pledged to 
open secret files on its arms supp- 
ly network but has not said when. 

Mr. Zifferero said he he had 
received assurances the files 
would be open from Hum am 
Abdul Khaiiq Abdul Ghafiiras, 


King voices deep concern over Israeli attacks 


(Continued from page 1) 
London." 

Following are Al Hayat ques- 
tions and the King’s answers in 
the interview: 

QUESTION: In your view how 
could the events in Lebanon, 
affect the peace process? 
ANSWER: I am following with 
deep concern the regrettable 
events and the violence going on 
in Lebanon, hoping for a quick 
end to the fighting so it would not 
negatively affect the peace pro- 
cess and the arrival at a just 
solution acceptable to the coming 
generations. 

Q: Do you believe that the Israeli 
military operations would affect 
the peace process? 

A: The continuation of the vio- 
lence could have a negative 
effect. I hope greatly that these 
events can be contained quickly 
and will stop. 

Q: Jordan is known to be ready 
for peace. Do you believe that 
the Palestinians are ready too? 
A: Jordan is working hand in 
hand with the Palestinians as it 
feels it is the closest Arab country 
to Palestine. We watch and await 
progress to be achieved along the 
PaJestinian-Israeli track and we 
continue to work with the Palesti- 
nians to coordinate and facilitate 
the chances for arriving at the 
aspired goal, which is the restora- 
tion of the Palestinian rights in 
the Palestinian homeland in the 
framework of a solution accept- 
able to the coming generations, a 
solution that would guarantee 
peace for all." 

Q: Can you give us a dear idea 
about the current talk about the 
confederation? 

A: This subject has been put forth 
more than once. At present 
Jordanian-Palestinian efforts are 
underway, tackling all fields and 
aiming at arriving at a dear for- 
mula to ensure the rights of the 
Palestinians in their homeland. 
Now, if the future relationship 
between the two sides is consi- 
dered as one that can facilitate 
the achievement at this objective, 
then I believe the door is also 
open to discuss this matter. 

Q: Do you believe that discussion 
of a confederation would facili- 
tate the peace process and did 
you personally propose it? 

A: This matter was not proposed 
only by us but rather by the two 
parties simultaneously. It did not 
aim at discussing the confedera- 
tion as a mere form of future 
relationship but rather as an ex- 
emplary relationship that can 
guarantee the rights of the 
Palestinians on their national soil 
and also achieve integration and 
cooperation that can benefit the 
two sides not only at this stage 
but at future stages as well. 


Q: How do you view the possibil- 
ity of achieving this relationship' 
in form and substance? 

A: We put forth the idea of 
confederation a long time ago. 
But, in my view, people on both 
sides should be offered the idea 
of two parliaments, two govern- 
ments, a central council and a 
central government and two 
flags, and perhaps an entity that 
would serve as a nucleus for a 
federation among Arab states. 
Q: In your view, what is the 
danger that is now posed to Jor- 
dan — the collapse of the peace 
process or the collapse of Iraq’s 
unity? 

A: A collapse of the peace pro- 
cess would be extremely danger- 
ous. The question we always ask 
ourselves and others what is the 
alternative to the peace process. 
There is no alternative. Peace in 
this sense does not mean surren- 
der. but peace based on reason 
and logic and the rights of the 
Palestinians on Palestinian 
national soil and give all reassur- 
ance in this important and sensi- 
tive part of the worid. 

Now we are facing new prob- 
lems. I have tried to deal with the 
question of fundamentalism as 
the world is now looking for a 
new enemy. There are certain 
practices and actions resulting 
from despair and anger which are 
not related to our Islam and our 
faith. These actions are being 
attributed to Muslims who are 
being regarded as the enemies of 
the world, especially in the wake 
of the tragic events that took 
place in the past few years. 

If we cannot read) a just and 
honourable peace acceptable to 
the future generations with re- 
gard to the Palestine question and 
the Arab -Israeli problem, the fu- 
ture would be bleak for all, not 
for this region alone. 

On the other hand the collapse 
of Iraq, meaning it would break 
up, would also be extremely 
dangerous because it would mean 
— God forbid — that we would 
continue on the path of disin- 
tegration. 

Q: Do you fear for the safety and 
unity of Iraq? 

A: Yes, I have genuine fears for 
Iraq's safety. 

Q: In your view what are the best 
means for dealing with this sub- 
ject? 

A: This subject must be tackled 
by Iraq itself and its own people. 
We want to see a united Iraq 
returning to the world intact, a" 
matters continue in this vein, 
there are real fears of potential 
danger facing not only Iraq but 
also the Arab World at large. 

Q: Who should take the initiative 
in this regard? 

A: In my view the Iraqi people 
and their unity are more impor- 


tant. We sympathise with the 
Iraqis who are fadng sufferings 
and hard circumstances. We hope 
that the Iraqi people will soon 
take steps to regain their national 
unity through national reconcilia- 
tion that would take the Iraqis 
into a stage in which they would 
enjoy democracy and political 
pluralism, a stage when human 
rights would be respected and 

safeguarded. — 

Q: How did the Iraqis react to 
this idea so far? 

A: I have not heard an answer 
yet, but I hope God would guide 
the Iraqis to the right path. 

Q: Your words imply bitterness 
because Iraq did not respond to 
the requirements of the recent 
events. Do you really feel bitter 
in view of the Iraqi leadership's 
behaviour? 

A: I can say that I have a clear 
conscience because I left no door 
or way unexplored or spared any 
efforts. We lived through very 
dangerous moments and faced 
serious situations forcing us to do 
all that in our power to deal with 
the circumstances within the 
Arab family, but we failed to 
achieve that. We had sought to 
avert a disaster and a bloodbath 
which caused instability to the 
whole region and sufferings to the 
Arab Nation. We foiled in this 
endeavour, but 1 personally had 
done all that was possible because 
T felt it was my duty in this 
regard. The coming days would 
reveal the truth and the facts 
about all this. I had sought to 
safeguard Arab interests and deal 
with Arab issues through the 
Arab family. 

Q: Do you believe that the Iraqi 
leadership bears part of the re- 
sponsibility? 

A: I believe that the people of any 
country are responsible for their 
leadership and can name those 
responsible. It is not up to me to 
say anything about this. But I can 
say that the Iraqi brothers did not 
heed my advice and subsequently 
I was unable to do the required 
service for them. 

Q: Do you think that you have 
reached a Jordanian solution to 
the question of religious extrem- 
ism that would avert an Algerian- 
like situation in Jordan? 

A: Despite the difficult circumst- 
ances I do not believe that the 
situation in Jordan could be con- 
trasted with any situation else- 
where. On the contrary, I believe 
that steps that we have taken and 
the path we have chosen towards 
democracy through the National 
Charter and national efforts in 
Jordan offer us the chance to- 
wards fulfilling our duty. 

We hope also that everyone 
would shoulder his duty under 
these circumstances as we are 
facing numerous question marks 


minister of higher education and 
scientific research. 

But Mr. Zifferero. who heads a 
team of U.N. inspectors which 
arrived in Baghdad Friday pri- 
marily to prepare for removal of 
Iraq’s remaining stocks of 
irradiated-uranium fuel, said the 
minister had not set a specific 
time for opening the files. 

Another team of U.N. inspec- 
tors said more work needed to be 
done to install surveillance 
cameras at two Iraqi missile test 
sites and declined to spell out the 
reason for the apparent delay. 

American team leader Bill 
Eckert said earlier in tire week 
that the three remaining cameras 
would be installed Wednesday, 
but after spending 10 hours at one 
rite, he would not say if the 
installation had taken place. 

“This is one thing I do not want 
to get into,” Mr. Eckert said. 
“There is still more work to do.” 


on numerous matters, including 
the Islamic movement in Jordan. 

I hope that God would lead us ail 
to the right path to serve as a 
model for others. 

Q: Do you believe that the Elec- 
tion Law would be amended be- 
fore the date of the parliamentary 
elections? 

A: This subject is still under 
discussion. It will be put to the. 
people and the appropriate mea- 
sure would be taken so as to 
contribute towards further en- 
hancing democracy. 

Q: So the question of amending 
the law would be put forth for 
discussion? 

A: Before anything can be 
announced about the final deci- 
sion in this regard, a frill discus- 
sion will take place. Before I left 
Jordan for a visit abroad, I left 
the door open to the people of 
Jordan to discuss this subject. 
When I return I will deal with this 
topic and the elections date will 
be fixed. 

Q: A year and a half ago you 
discussed the subject of dual 
Jordanian-Palestinian national- 
ity. Do you believe that this could 
be one of the proposed solutions 
that could facilitate the peace 
process? 

A: I put forth this idea not only in 
relation with the Palestinians but 
rather to benefit all Arab citizens. 
Q: We have noticed that Kuwait 
has excluded Jordan and the 
Palestinians from the process of 
normalisation of relations with 
others. What do you think of that 9 
A: Kuwait is free to take its own- , 
decisions. But I believe with the 

passage of time everything will be I 

clear, and the Kuwaitis would 
reap the result of their decision i 
and their choice. 

Q: You have been king for 40 
years, what stage was the most 
airncult for you? 

A: Perhaps it is the stage through 
which we are living now because 
11 ,S ? JT’tica] and transitional 
pe . 1 ?? d ' We h <>pe that this stage 
will lead US to the right path and 
we hope that Jordan would serve 

f ^ 5^ a ™P le for others in the 
Arab World. 

Q: What is your advice to the 
Palestinians? 

A: I pray to God for help for 
them and for ourselves. I hope 
God would give us patience and 
diligence in their victory. 

Q: We want to be reassured 

health? ^ COndilions of y° ur 
Thank God. the results of the 
tests, were very good. There is no 
trace of die disease. But I should 
follow checkups from time to 
time, especially in the first two 
years after the surgery. I must 
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M P wants Fergie ' 
out of U.N. role . 

LONDON (AP) - The Ducfes 
of York’s hopes ot salvaging her^-' 
public image by beconung a sp<>|m^ 
Sal U-N. envoy have been blodpg^j 
ed by the British government 
Budringham Palace, 
reported Wednesday. A lawma*^.,. 

said he would press the United^. 
Nations High Commission te 
Refugees to find wneoae 
“anybody else — to fill the job, ?= v 
“I was appalled by the ongualh - 
announcement that she imght be.^ 
given this job,” said Sir fficbotes^-; : 
FaiTbairn of the governing Con- ; , ; 
servative Party. “I cannot think. — 
of anybody else I would sooner— 
not appoint to this post than the ^ 
Duchess of York," he said. The . 
new job for the Duchess, better- 
known as Fergie, was announced - 
June JO when she accepted: a ;; 
humanitarian award in London^ 
on behalf of the U.N. High Com- 
misrioner for Refugees, Sadako 
Ogata. Seven weeks later, news- 
papers reported, her appoint- 
ment has yet to be confirmed, 

TTie Daily Mail said the govern^ 
ment and Buckingham Palace/. - 
fear appointing the ebullient^ ip-, 
discreet Fergie as goodwilL 
ambassador “could turn into ah 
embarrassing disaster." Today- ' 
newspaper cited security conr -. . 
cems if Fergie were to visit trou-. 
ble spots such as Bosnia or Soma- - 
lia, plus palace fears she would 
overshadow charity work by bot;^; 
sister-in-law. Princess Diana. . 
Fergie, 33, is separated from • 
Prince Andrew, second oldest „• 
son of Queen Elizabeth II. - - 

Casino executive’s 
daughter kidnapped; V* 
returned unharmed 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — The . . 
daughter of casino executive 
Steve Wynn was bound, gagged 
and held by two kidnappers in her . 
own car for several hours before 
being freed for a SI .5 million 
ransom, authorities said. Kevin - 
Wynn, 26. was shaken but other- 
wise unharmed Tuesday when 
she was found tied up on the floor 
of her sports car at McCarran 
International Airport, four miles 
(six kilometres) from her home. 

No immediate arrests were made. 

“We have a number of leads ^ 
we’re checking," FBI spokesman 
Burke Smith said. “The impor- 
tant thing is that the girl is back 
and she’s well.” The kidnappers 
were waiting for her at her garage 
when she came home Monday 
night. They threw her in her car 
and sped away, said a law en- 
forcement source speaking on 
condition of anonymity. The kid- '4; 
nappers contacted Wynn, chair- Mr*; ■ 
man of Mirage Resorts Inc., and W 
he paid the $1.5 million at an ' 
undisclosed location, the source 
said. A Mirage spokeswoman, 

Jenn Michaels, would not com- 
ment on the ransom. Wynn and ' ] 
his wife, Elaine, were in seclusion * j 
Tuesday along with children 
Kevin and .Gillian, Stan Hunter- . j 
ton, the Wynns’ attorney, said they ■ f 
had no 'comment. Mirage Resorts . 

Inc. owns the Mirage Hotel and 
Casino on the Las Vegas strip and 
the Golden Nugget Resorts in- 
Las Vegas and Laughlin, Nev. 

Ms. Wynn works in the market- 
ing department at the Mirage. . 

U.S. health official 
warns of doctor glut 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Atop 
U.S. health official said that there 
were too many doctors in the 
United States and noted a drama- 
tic rise in the number of foreign- 
trained doctors doing their re- * 
sidenries here. “We have too 
many (physcians). that’s why we 
need to decrease the total num- 
ber of residencies," said Philip 
Lee, the new assistant secretary 
for health at the Department of 
Health and Human Services. The 
estimated 80,000 U.S. residencies 
exceed the number of U.S. 
graduates by about 35 per cent . . 
according to Mr. Lee, who added 
that lawmakers have proposed"' 
allowing the number of residen- - 
aes to exceed the number of U-S. 
graduates by only 10 per cent, / " 
^ "&.S" 1 that among the 
“M;000 physicians in the tfj 
^ mt 5 d States, specialists our- “ - 
tw^ red 8 ener alists by more;- 
than two-to-one and that the gapn : 
was widening. The White House 

inh^^S" 8 in federal : 

med,Cal education to ■■ . 
rectify the imbalance. 

Siamese twins 

separated, but one 
doomed to die 

LEXTNGTON, ( AF p) - 

c: a „. two-month-old : 

were^n^J 0 ^ « ** ■ 

after * 9-Vfe-hour, : 

Sfd? 1 ’ b , ut one was doomed > - 

SuW “°l y of them - 

SSL 0 ** to k*dney they hatfv- 
ff’D rgeons said. Tiffiahy.vi “ 





